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I.—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES, 
STATE OF THE SKILLED LABOUR MARKET IN OCTOBER. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
| Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “ Labour Gazette ” :— 

It is based on 2,417 returns, viz. :—1,644 from employers, 599 
from trade unions, and 174 from other sources. 

Apart from the trades affected directly or indirectly by the 
engineering dispute, the state of employment shows no falling 
off, but has slightly improved in some important trades, including 
coal and cotton. 

The indirect effect, however, of the dispute on employment in. 
kindred trades has become more marked, and the increase shown. 
below in the percentage of unemployed members of trade unions. 
is mainly attributable to this cause. 

In the following figures persons directly on strike or locked out 
have been omitted. 

In the 113 trade unions making returns, with an aggregate 
membership of 463,002, 21,937 (or 4°74 per cent.) were reported 
as unemployed at the end of October, compared with 4°38 per 
cent. at the end of September, and with 3:4 per cent. in the 111 
unions, with a membership of 437,371, from which returns were 
received for October, 1896. 

Employment in Various Industries.—Coa/ Mining.— 
Employment again improved during October, and continues better 
in nearly every district than a year ago. Pits at which 431,426 
workpeople were employed worked on an average 5°37 days 
per week in October, as compared with 5°24 days per week in 
September, and 5°02 days in October, 1896. 

Iron Mining.—Employment in this industry continues to be 

ood, and has slightly improved both as compared with September, 

1897, and October, 1896. The 17,292 workpeople employed at 
mines included in the returns received worked an average of 
5°88 days per week in October, as against 5°79 days in September, 
and 5°73 days a year ago. The number of workpeople shows an 
increase of 3°3 per cent. over the number employed in October 
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In the Pig Iron Industry the number of furnaces in blast and 
the number of poy ns employed were greater at the end of 
October than at the end of the previous month, or than a year ago. 
At the works of 111 ironmasters 351 furnaces were in blast at the 
end of October, as compared with 349 at the end of September 
and 344 at the end of October, 1896. The number employed was 
greater by 168 than at the end of September and by 250 than a 
year ago. 

Employment at Steelworks continues practically unchanged, 
and better than a yearago. At 139 works 38,923 workpeople 
were employed at the end of the month, as compared with 38,965 
at the end of September, and 37,772 at the end of October, 1896. 

At puddling furnaces and rolling mills employment improved 
during the month. It continues better than a year ago. At 91 
wo1ks 19,506 persons were employed at the end of the month, or 
487 more than at the end of thc previous month, and 829 more 
than at the end of October, 189. 

At Tinplate Works there w>* a considerable resumption of 
work during the month, and at t!.e end 306 mills were at work 
out of 485, as compared with 275 «at of 484 reported on at the 
end of September. A year ago, o.:t of 484 mills, 322 were at 
work, 

Employment in the Engineering and kindred trades still con- 
tinues to be greatly affected by the dispute. Apart from those 
directly on strike or locked out, the percentage of unemployed 
union members in these trades at the end of October was about 
63, compared with 5°5 in September, and 2°3 per cent. at the end 
of October, 1898. 

The Shipbuilding trades (which are indirectly affected by the 
engineeling dispute) continue to show a falling off in employment. 
The percentage of unemployed union members at the end of 
October was 12°2, compared with 9°5 in September and also in 
October of last year. 

The Building trades still continue on the whole well employed. 
The percentage of unemployed in unions making returns was 1°7, 
compared with 1°4 in September and 0°9 per cent. in October, 1896. 

The Furnishing trades, though still well employed, are scarcely 
so active. The percentage of unemployed union members at the 
end of October was 2°2, compared with 1°4 in September and 1°7 
per cent. at the end of October last year, 

Owing to seasonal causes, employment in the Printing and 
Bookbinding trades has considerably improved. The percentage 
of unemployed union members at the end of October was 3°5, 
compared with 5'4in September. The percentage for October, 
1896, was 3°8. 

Employment in the Paper trade has still further improved. 
The percentage of unemployed union members was 2°9 at the end 
of October, compared with 3°7 in Sentem.ber and 2°8 per cent. at 
the end of October, 1896. 

In the Glass trades ewployment has fallen cff. The percentage 
of unemployed union memters at the end of Octoker was 10°5, 
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compired with 7°9 in September, The percentage in October of 
last year was 13°], 

Employment in the Leather trades remains stationary, the per- 
centage of unemployed union members being 3°9, as in September. 
The percentage in October, 1896, was 3:1. 

Employment in the ready-made Boot and Shoe trade is very 
slack ; in the bespoke branch it has improved. 

Employment in the ready-made Tailoring trade has again 
declined ; in the bespoke branch it is fair. 

Employment in the Cotton trade has improved a little both in 
the Spinning and in the Weaving branches. 

Employment in the Woollen trade shows little change in 
English centres, but has improved in Scotland. In the Worsted 
trade it continues slack. Employment in the Hosiery trade 
continues unsatisfactory. 

As regards the employment of Women in the Textile trades 
information respecting 546 mills, employing 86,000 women and 
girls, shows that 65 per cent. were in mills giving full employ- 
ment during the month, compared with 62 per cent. in September 
and 77 per cent. in October, 1896. 

Trade Disputes.—Forty-nine fresh disputes began in October, 
1897, involving 8,769 workpeople. This figure does not include 
the number of engineers affected during the month by the further 
extension of the engineering dispute. The corresponding number 
of disputes for September was 49, involving 9,067 workpeople, 
and for October, 1596, 55, involving about 11,470 workpeople. 
Five disputes took place in the building trades, 10 in mining and 
quarrying, 8 in the engineering and shipbuilding trades, 5 in other 
metal trades, 6 in textile trades, 5 in the transport group, and 10 
in other industries. Of the 50 new and old disputes, involving 
12,198 workpeople, of which the settlement is reported, 21, in- 
volving 1,915 persons, were settled in favour of the workpeople, 
21, involving 7,236 persons, in favour of the employers, while 8, 
involving 3,047 workpeople, resulted in a compromise. 

Change in Rates of Wages.—Changes in the rates of wages of 
13,100 workpeople were reported during October, of which num- 
ber about 7,300 received increases and 5,800 sustained decreases. 
The net result was an average decrease estimated at about 3d. per 
head in the weekly wages of those affected. The increases included 
1,800 building operatives, 600 chain makers, 900 boot and shoe 
operatives, and 1,200 bakers. The decreases, with one unimportant 
exception, were confined to the tinplate trade. Changes affecting 
1,600 workpeople were preceded by strikes and finally settled by 
negotiations between the parties. The remaining changes, affect- 
ing 11,500 workpeople, were agreed to after direct negotiation 
between the employers and their workpeople without any cessa- 
tion of work, 
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OFFICIAL INQUIRIES UNDER THE BOILER EXpLosions Act, 


A formal investigation was held at Ashby-de-la-Zouch on the 
15th and 16th October last into the circumstances attending the 
explosion of a boiler at Overseal, on the 9th September last. 

The boiler, one of the vertica) type, was made in 1882, and in 
1894 it was purchased as a second-hand boiler by the firm who 
owned it at the time of the explosion. In 1894 the boiler was 
examined, the safety valve was adjusted to blow off at a pressure 
of 45 lbs, per sqnare inch, and the spindle of the spring balance 
was fitted with a ferrule so as to prevent the load being increased 
by screwing up the nut. 

In 1896 the safety valve leaked and a weight was hung on the 
lever. At a later period some packing was inserted under the 
valve, and in order to place it there it was necessary to lift the 
lever and ferrule off the spindle. The packing was subsequently 
blown out. During this time the boiler was worked by labourers 
and an engine-man, who failed to remove the weight. On the 
9th September the boiler exploded, and it was projected to a 
height of about 120 feet, falling about 88 yards away from its 


original position. 


The Court found that the explosion was due to over-pressure, an 


extra weight having been placed on the lever of the safety valve, 
. and that the ferrule when replaced was probably inverted; that 


- the boiler and its mountings had not been periodically xamined by a 
. competent person; that the enyine-man grossly neglected his 


duty in working the boiler with thesafety valve overloaded and 
in not reporting to his employers that the valve leaked. 

The Court held that the owners were responsible for the neglect 
of the engine-man and each of them was ordered to pay 20/. or in 


__all 407. towards the costs and expenses of the investigation. 


THe PAPER TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


‘At the request of various paper manufacturers in the United 
States, the Department of State at Washington transmitted a 
circular dated January 6th last, to the Consular Officers of the 
United States in Australasia and Centra] and South America, 
directing them to make the necessary investigations into the paper 
trade in their respective districts, and to report the results of such 
investigations at their earliest convenience. The particular points 
to be covered by their investigations and reports were the 

1. The kinds of fine writing paper in use in their respective 
districts (ledger bonds, linen laid and wove, fine, superfine, extra 
superfine—all flat, not folded). 

Average price of each kind per pound. 

Terms of sale. 

Terms of payment. 

Principal firms handling paper. 

Manner of packing and size, and weight of packages which 


ad 


Sr 
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give the most satisfaction, and whether any improvements in 
packing can be suggested. 

7. Approximate quantity of papers used. 

Reports have been received from the following places, in answer 
to the foregoing circular :— 

New South Wales, New Zealand, Tasmania, Victoria, New 
Caledonia, Honduras, Nicaragua, Argentine Republic, Brazil, 
British Guiana, Chile, Columbia, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, 
Uruguay, Venezuela. These reports which are too voluminous for 
reproduction in the “ Board of Trade Journal,” may be seen by 
those interested on application at the Commercial Department, 
Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., between the hours 
of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


DISTINCTION OF WINES IN Custom House ReEturRNs. 


In a general order, which has recently been issued by the 
Customs, officers of the Customs are informed that, with the 
consent of the Board of Trade and the sanction of the Lords of the 
Treasury, on and from the 1st January, 1898, the distinction 
between red and white wine is no longer to be maintained in 
warehouse or other Customs accounts or documents, except as to 
wines from Spain. 


CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN IN SPAIN. 


A despatch dated 29th October last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. Drummond Wolff, H. M. Ambassador at 
Madrid, enclosing Memorandum by the Commercial Attaché to 
the Embassy referring to the case between an English firm and the 
Custom House at Barcelona, with regard to certificates of origin. 
The Memorandum states as follows :— 

In 1894 a British firm shipped a case of merchandise to Barcelona, 
The invoice not being made out in accordance with the then existing 
regulations, a fine was imposed by the Custom House. The case 
was referred to the “ Junta Arbitral ” and resulted in favour of the 


shippers. 
The decision has now been referred to the Minister of Finance, 


and has been reversed in a Royal Order dated July 27th, 1897. 

Under these circumstances the proper course for the shippers to 
have taken would have been to bring their case before the 
“Tribunal Contenciosa” within three months of the date of the 
Royal Order. 

They have not done so, and the case is therefore closed, A 
petition against a Royal Order, addressed to the Minister of 
Finauce is of course useless. 

Should cases of a like nature arise, full particulars should be 
supplied before the decision of the Minister of Finance is given 
and the Royal Order issued. 

In all questions of certificates of origin, it is important that the 
fact of the British origin of the goods be established. If this is 
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done, and timely warning of any difficulty with the Custom House 


is given, it is probable that a favourable decision may be 
arrived at. 


PROJECTED EXTENSION OF TELEGRAPHIC CoMMUNICATIONS 
IN THE PHILIPPINES. 


A report dated 30th Sept. last has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H. M. Consul at Manila, stating that a concession has 
been granted by the Spanish Government to the Eastern Tele- 
graph Company to extend their cable from Manila to the adjacent 
islands of Panay and Cebu in the Philippine Archipelago; and on 
the 25th September last the telegraph steamship ‘‘ Sherard 
Osborn,” official number 77,104, arrived at Manila with the new 
cable on board ; and several electricians, have, moreover, come to 
take charge of the new telegraph stations. 

It is stated by the chief electrician who is in charge of the 
cable house at Dagupan, where the cable connects the Philip- 
pine Islands with Hongkong, that the new cable will be laid from 
Lucena in the province of Tayabas, Island of Luzon, to. 
Capiz iu the Island of Panay; fiom Iloilo in the aforesaid 
island to Bacalcd in the Island of Negros ; from Escalante in the 
island of Negros io Tubuian in the Island of Cebu. 

This extension will probably be a great benefit for British Com- 
mercial Interests in these islands, as the only connection with the 
adjacent islands was carried on by means of the British steamers 
of the Spanish line called La Compania Maritima, which 
during stormy weather had to suspend their trips, 


Supply oF MATERIALS FOR THE USE OF THE EGYPTIAN 
ADMINISTRATION. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Foreign Office a 
copy of the following communication, addressed to Lord Cromer, 
H.M. Agent and Consul-General in Cairo, by Mr. Robertson, the 
President of the Egyptian Railway Board, with reference to 
orders lately placed in England by the Egyptian Railway Adminis- 
tration :— 

“We have ordered from four firms machine tools to the value 
of from 5,000/. to 6,000/., to be delivered 'in periods varying from 
two to four months reckoned from June Ist, 1897. All the con-‘ 
tractors have written for extension of time on account of the 
strike, some asking for more than double the original time. As 
the tools are urgently required, and even the extended time has 
elapsed in some cases, I am obliged to write to our Inspecting 
Engineer that if the tools cannot be supplied at once we must 
cancel the orders and buy on the Continent.” 
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«Another incident is the following :—An inquiry was made 
direct from an English firm, without advertising. In reply they 
raised their former prices nearly 30 per cent., and added that we 
had better place the order quickly as prices were still rising. 
Knowing that the rise in prices of rails and girder work did not 
affect the goods in question, I cabled: ‘If you cannot deal at last 
prices must invite tenders,’ and received in two or three hours a 
reply accepting the original prices. A dealer is, of course, right 
to get the best price he can, but che course described above does not 
seem calculated to encourage foreign orders in the face of Con- 
tinental competition. 

“T am sure that much of the Egyptian Railway Administration 
bridge work has been taken at bare cost price just to get a footing 
by Continental firms. 

“ We shall soon be ordering some locomotives, and in the pre« 
sent state of affairs there is but small chance of their going to 
England.” 


TENDERS FOR RAILWAY IN BRAZIL. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received from 
Her Majesty’s Consul at Rio Grande do Sul a copy of a Govern- 
ment notice inviting tenders for a concession for a railway from 
Novo Hamburgo to Caxias, in extension of the existing railway 
from Porto Aiegre to Novo Hamburgo. 

Tenders must be received at the Central Directorate of the 
State Department of Public Works at Porto Alegre by the 31st 
December of the current year. 

Information respecting the conditions of tendering and other 
particulars may be obtained at the Commercial Department of the 
Foreign Office by personal application at any time between the 
hours of 11 and.5. 


TENDERS FOR PoRT WORKS AT PERNAMBUCO, 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received from 
Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Rio de Janeiro a translation of 
a Notice which has been issued by the Brazilian Ministry for 
Public Works inviting tenders, which will be received up to the 
28th February, 1898, for the execution of port works at Per- 
nambuco. 

The despatch and its inclosures may be inspected at the Com- 
mercial Department of the Foreign Office any day between the 
hours of 11 and 5, 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 
India Office.—The Secretary of State for India in Council is 
prepared to receive Tenders from such persons as may be willing 


to supply cast-iron plate sleepers, copper firebox plates, and 
bearing springs. 


wil 
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GOVERNMENT ConTRACTS.—Continued. 


The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
tenders are to be delivered at that office by two o’clock p.m. on 
Tuesday, the 16th November, 1897, after which time no tender 
will be received. 

The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 
Tenders from such persons as may be willing to supply Brass 
Boiler Tubes. 

The Conditions of Contract may be obtained on application to. 
the Director General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
Tender are to be delivered at that Office by Two o’clock p.m. on 
Tuesday, the 23rd November, 1897, after which time no Tender will 
be received. 


AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
two binocular glasses which have been respectively awarded by the 
French Government to Mr. Augustus William Western, master of 
the 8.8. “ Yanariva,” of ( lasgow, and to Mr. Charles Alfred Adams,. 
master of the S.S. “ Marva,” of Liverpool, in recognition of their: 
services to the shipwrecked crew of the French §.S. “ Ville de Saint 
Nazaire,” of Marseilles, which foundered in the North Atlantic 
Ocean in March last ; also a gold medal and diploma which have 
been awarded by the French Government to Mr. Thomas Roberts, 
master of the 8.8. “ Alacrity,” of Belfast, in recognition of his 
services to the French sloop “Maurice Edmond,” of St. Vaast la 
Hougue, on the 5th March last ; also gold watches for Mr. John 
Chisholm, master, and Mr. Guy H, Potts, mate, and a sum of 5/. each 
for 8. McGuire, boatswain, and H. Hughes and P. Flynn, seamen 
of the S.S. “ Springwell,” of Sunderland, which have been awarded 
to them by the German Emperor ia recognition of their services 

in rescuing two sailors of the German vessel “ Rajah,” of Bremen 
which foundered near Lundy Island in December last. 

The Board of Trade have awarded silver medals and a sum of 1. 
each to Manuel Sanchez Carril, Bernardo Suarez, Francisco Perez, 
and Victorio Sanchez, the masters of the four boats engaged in the 
rescue of the survivors of the British 5.8. “ City of Agra,” of Glas- 
gow, which stranded off the Spanish Coast on the 3rd February 
last. The Board have also awarded a sum of 11. each to the fisher- 
men who manned the boats in question. 

Also, a binocular glass to Mr. James Bruhn, master of the Chilian 
s.s. “Pachuco,” of Valparaiso, in recognition of his humanity and 
kindness to the shipwrecked crew of the British barque “ Beemah” 
of Liverpool, which foundered off the coast of Chili on the 23rd 
April last. 
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Il.—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts of Trade and Navigation show that the 
imports from foreign countries and British possessions into the 
United Kingdom during the month of October, 1897, amounted 
in value to 38,943,763/.,as compared with 39,574,890/. in October, 
1896, a decrease of 631,127/., or 1°6 per cent. The exports of 
British and Irish produce and manufactures for the same period 
were valued at 19,283,052/., as against 20,683,457/. in October, 
1896, a decrease of 1,400,405/., or 6°8 per cent. The exports of 
Foreign and Colonial merchandise amounted in value to 4,605,6791., 
as compared with 4,730,566/. in October, 1896, a decrease of 
124,887/., or 2°6 per cent. 


Imports.—The following table gives the value of the imports 
of the different categories of goods, for October, 1897, as compared 
with October, 1896, showing in each case the amount of increase 
or decrease in value :— 


Month ended 31 October] | 
— Increase. | Decrease. 
1896. 1897. | 
£ 2 
Animals living (for food) - - 874,450 932,103 57,653 _ 
Articles of food and | 13,630,015 | 13,031,059 598,956 
Articles of food “yy drink (dutiable) - - 3 295,672 | 3,166,814 _ 128,858 
utiab! - 435,032 314,546 120,486 
etals 1,708,863 1,853,430 144,567 _ 
Chemical, and tanning substances 44,570 829,470 75,100 
709,394 735,969 26,575 _ 
materials for textile manufactures i 4 5,167,994 | 4,517,481 — | 
te’ lor sun industries 
and || 4,548,091 | 5,241,185 | 695,094 
Manufactured articles - - -| 17,821,867 | 7,491,416 169,549 - 
Miscellaneous a.ticles - - - - 1,385,402 1/244; 130 141,272 
Parcel post - - - - 93,540 86,16) _ 7,380 
Total - | 39,574,890 | 38,943,763 - | 631,127 © 


Among the articles of food and drink there is but one considerable 
increase, viz., in the imports of wheat, amounting in value to 
561, 668I. more than in October, 1896. Barley, oats, and 
Indian corn show large decreases. Raw cotton for textile 
manufactures shows also a decline in the month under conside- 
ration, the imports having decreased in value 482,098/. as compared 
with October, 1896, and in a similar manner, hemp, jute, and sheep 
or lamb’s wool have also decreased. On the other hand, the value 
of the imports of wood and timber, hewn and sawn, has increased 
640,315/. as compared with October, 1896. 


Export —With regard to the exports for October, 1897, the 
following .able gives the values for that period, showing, as in the 
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case of the imports, the increase or decrease when compared with 
the exports for October, 1896 : 


Month ended 31 October.’ 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1896. 1897. | 
£ £ 
Animals, living - - - - 97,575 118,202 | 20,627 ~ 
Articles of food and drink - - - 1,245,619 1,297,111 | 51,492 ae 
Raw materials - - 1,546,948 | 1,711;866 | 164,918 
Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz. :— 
etals, and articles manufactured there- | 
from (except machinery) - -§ 3,189,182 | 3,053,570 _ 85,562. 
Machinery and millwork - - - 1,638,508 1,173,467 | 465,041 
Chemicals, and chemical and medicina 
apt rations 651,412 708,696 | 57,284 
other articles either manufactured or 
{ partly manufactured - 3,166,584 | 2,509,626 | 256,958 
Parcel post - - 160,653 1¢6,035 35,382 
Total Value - - | 20,683,457 | 19,283,c52 | — | 1,400,405 


The largest decrease in the export of any one particular article 
in October, 1897 is seen in cotton piece goods, the export of 
which is valued at 492,133/. less than in the corresponding month 
of 1896. Bombay took these goodsto a value of 51,8291. in 
excess of her import of October, 1896, but for the ten months 
ended 31st October last the value of cotton piece goods sent to 
Bombay shows a striking decrease, it being 1,522,832J. less than 
during the corresponding period of 1896, while the exports to the 
other parts of the British East Indies and to all the countries of 
South America (except Chile) also show decreases; Of other 
articles manufactured and partly manufactured, the exports of 
worsted tissues have decreased in value 126,700/. and telegraphic 
wire and apparatus 114,308/. 

The decrease in the exports of machinery alone is seen to be 
465,0411., much of which may be attributed to the continuation of 
the strike in the engineering trade. 

The exports to the United States of certain classes of yarns 
and textiles continue to show a decrease when compared with the 
two preceding years, as will be seen by the following table :— 


‘Exports to the United States from the United 
Kingdom. 
Articles 


October, 1895. | October, 1896. | October, 1897. 
| £ £ 


£ 
Cotton piece goods - - - 109 221 83,602 77,886 
Jute - - 97,820 | 1..5,238 51,004 
Linen - - | 151,641 82,083 
Woollen and worsted yain - - 10 400 6,17: 3,565 
Woollen tissues - - . - 118.139 42,786 4,963 
Worsted ,, - - - 415,589 18,978 21,501 
Carpets, not being rugs - - 6,124 4,296 2,061 


The imports tur the ten mouths ended 31st October last, were 
valued at 368,786,726/. as compared with 355,850,402/., an increase 
of 12,936,324/., but the exports for the same period of 1897 as 
compared with the 10 mouths ended October, 1896 show a net 
decrease of 6,065,029/. 

. The value of the Foreign and Colonial :merchandise exported 
during the 10 months ended October 31, 1897, was 50,615,693/. as 
compared with 46,235,195/. for a corresponding perica of 1896. 
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III.—RAILWAYS IN EUROPE, 

The following statement, taken from the French “Journal 
Officiel ” of 28th October last, shows the position of the railways 
in the chief European Countries at the close of the years 1895 
and 1896. 

Length of Line | 
Open. 
Country. 
On | 1896. 
31 Dec. | 31 Dee. 
1835, | 1896. 
Miles Miles Miles. 
Austria... ove 10,069 | 10,253 189 
Hungary ... eve 8,614 9,263 619 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. 463 463 
Total Austrian E upire one 176 | 19,984 808 
Belgium ... ise 8,532 3,583 56 
Denmark ... ove 1,403 | 1,408 
France... see see | 24,983 | 25,431 443 
Alsaca Lorraine td 1,070 1,070 | 
|| Badea ... Joe 1,120 1,147 27 
, | Bavaria ove owe ise 3,891 3,869 68 
Gormany4 Pruasia 16,913 | 17,331 3388 
Saxony 1,667 1,659 
Wirtemberg .. 992 1,012 20 
Osher German ‘States 3,230 8,304 74 
Total German Empire wee} 28,822 | 29,403 531 
ose sob ov ose 577 | 591 14 

9,850 | 9,968 14 
aud arg... 1,926 1,948 17 
Norway ... she swe ove bs 1,105 | 1,203 | 98 
Roumania ... wie 1,702 | 1,788 | 86 

Finland | 487 | 1,887 | 
Total European Russia 23,422 23,978 556 
Spain oe oe 7,484 7,627 143 
weden ... ose we 6,058 6,145 87 
witzerland wee 2,179 2.213 | 34 
Tarkey and Bulgaria 1,400 1,509 | 109 
United Kingdom | Scotland... 3,391 29 
‘Ireland... 3,173 3,178 5 
Total United Kingdom ... one 21,277 | 101 
Malta, Jers: y, and Isle of Man eee 5 63 68 | iy 
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IV.—AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY IN RUSSIA. 


An interesting report on the subject of the Agricultural 
Machinery Trade in Russia has lately been forwarded to his 
Government by the United States Consul at St. Petersburg, in 
which he states that Russian ayriculturists make frequent appeals 
to their Government, pointing out the difficulties which prevent 
their success in the world’s markets. They say that the decrease 
in tke price of grain so affects their income that they are obliged 
to reduce the expenses of production of agricultural products, and 
they claim that the only remedy is the use of agricultural 
machinery. The scarcity of labour in harvest time often causes great. 
loss, and they fee] sure that the use of machinery and implements 
would increase the productiveness and improve agriculture in all 
respects. Machinery would be widely employed in Russia if it 
were not for its cost, which places it beyond the reach of the 
ordinary farmer. 

The principal cause of the high price af agricultural machinery 
and implements is the excessive customs duty. It is claimed 
that the import duty increases the cost from 18 to 20 per cent. on 
harvesters, 20 to 25 per cent. on thrashers, 20 to 35 per cent. on 
ploughs, straw cutters, &c., 40 to 46 per cent. on steam engines, 
and 35 to 50 per cent. on parts of agricultural machinery. The 
duty on agricultural machinery and implements, not provided with 
steam motors, is 52 copecks in gold (1s. 8d.) per poud (36 pounds) ; 
on portable engines, with thrashers, 1.40 roubles (4s. 6d.) per 

ud. 

Notwithstanding the fact that the duty on farming machinery 
was made to protect the home production, its object was not 
attained, and the manufacture of agricultural machinery in Russia 
has not developed. It cannot satisfy the local demand. Lately, 
the Minister of Finance determined that something should be 
done for the farming community, and proposed that machinery not 
manufactured in Russia, such as harvesters, self-binders, &c.,. 
should be admitted free of duty. The Minister ordered that a 
meeting be called, consisting of one representative of the Ministry 
of Finance, one of the Agricultural Department, thirty-three land- 
owners appointed by the Ministiy of Agriculture, and also of 
representatives of manufacturers of machinery and iron works. 
The Director of Trade and Manufacture was to be president, and 
the meeting was to consider whether the action suggested by the 
Minister would help the Russian farmers, and was to make 
suggestions to benefit the agricultuiists. The meeting concluded 
its work on the 19th June last. The machine manutacturers and 
iron producers differed in opinion irom the agriculturists, and 
two different recommendations were submitted to the Minister of 
Finance. 

The representatives of agriculture proposed in their report that 
impoit duty should be removed from the following articles : (1) 
self-binders ; (2) twine for self-binders ; (3) steam ploughs without 
engines; (4) pulverizers for sprinkling fruit trees and boughs 
— 
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5) steam thrashers, locomotives with beater drums (not less than 
4} feet wide), and pike drums (not less than 40 inches wide), and 
parts thereof; (6) combined clover thrashers with two drums; 
(7) hay rakes ; (8) sorting machines with spiral wire cylinders; | 
(9) sorting machines for potatoes ; (10) centrifugal milk separators 
and their parts; (11) machines for plaiting straw mats; (12) 
fiugers for horse-rakes ; (13) beater plates for thrashers ; (14) horse 
steel shovels; (15) cloth for self-binders and sorting machines ; 
(16) hand and horse-power machines (not more than 4 horse- 
power) for making bricks, tiles, and turf, according to certificates 
issued to farmers from competent establishments ; (17) machines 
for scattering manure; (18) engines for agricultural purposes, 
according to certificates from competent Government or public 
establishments ; (19) machines for cleaning fruit and vegetables ; 
(20) machines for cleaning clover; (21) horse rakes. 

It was further proposed that the duty should be reduced to 50 
copecks (1s. 74d.) per poud on the following articles: (1) Reserve 
parts of agricultural machines and implements, imported together 
with whole instruments and machines or separately ; (2) kerosene 
motors, according to certificates issued by competent Government 
or public establishments ; (3) apparatus for boiling food; (4) 
apparatus for boiling fodder ; (5) apparatus for cooling milk. 

The representatives of machine manufacturers recommended in 
their report :— 

(1) That measures should be taken to obtain cheap raw material 
for the construction of agricultural machinery; (2) that the 
Government should appoint a commission, consisting of represen- 
tatives of the zemstvos, farmers, machine manufacturers, and 
officers of the Government Bank, to evolve measures to satisfy both 
the agriculturists and the machine manufacturers; (3) that the 
present duty on agricultural machinery should not be changed, as 
its reduction during present conditions would put a premium on 
foreign machinery, and would be a final blow to the home 
manufacture ; (4) that the existing duty on reserve and compound 
parts of agricultural machines should be reduced to 50 copecks. 
gold (1s. 74d.); (5) that a premium be granted on exports of 
agricultural machinery of home production to the amount of the 
existing import duty ; (6) that a minimum term be fixed during 
which the amount of the customs duty on agricultural machinery 
shall not be changed, since foreign producers, owing to commercial. 
treaties, profit by a more stakle customs tariff than the Russian 
industry ; (7) the regulation of transport tariffs for agricuitural. 
machinery, which now favour the foreign rather than the home. 
producers ; (8) that rights and privileges be granted to students. 
who have completed the practical course of studies of the manu- 
facture of agricultural machinery ; (9) in case the customs duties. 
change, that the 1 ew ones take effect at the end of the manufac- 
turing season, in the month of November; (10) that the duty 
collected on agricultural machinery imported trom abroad be used. 
to aid the Kussian farming and machine-making industries, by the - 
establishment and maintenance in each government of the. 
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agricultural region of trade schools (for the instruction of Jock 

smiths, founders, mounters, and machinists) and for giving premium 
to manufacturers who first undertake the construction of new 
agricultural machines and attain satisfactory results, 

In the bi ginning of the sixties, the attention of the Govern- 
ment was drawn to the necessities of the Russian farming industry, 
and it took measures to develop the construction of farming 
machines and implements in Russia by aiding certain mechanical 
works, by giving subsidies, and allowing such factories to receive 
iron and pig-iron duty free; it concurred in the organization of 
depots, and founded, in 1865,the Imperial Farming Museum in 
St. Petersburg, which is in a flourishing condition. New samples 
were imported and distributed, exhibitions arranged, and special 
efforts made to encourage the industry. 

According to statistical information, the present total yield of the 
duty collected on faaming machinery amounts only to 450,000 
roubles (67,500/.) per snnum, and the chief of the Statistical 
Section of the Department of Customs thought that the reduction 
of duties on nachinery denarded by the agriculturists would 
entail so smal]! a loss tothe Governn.ent that it wculd not be 
felt. The statistics show further that tLe annual impcrt of farm- 
ing machinery and implements into Russia amounts to 5,000,000 
roubles (535,000/.) and the hcme production to 9,000,000 10ubles 
(964,0002). In Euiopean Russia there are alout 100,0€0,000 
dessiatines (°47,000,000 ecres) ot cultivated land, so that about 
15 copecks (34d.), it is calculated is spent annually per each 
dessiatine (2°47 acres) for agricultural machinery. 

.The manufactwie of farm machinery in Russia developed earlier 
in the Baltic and Vistula governments tl an in the other parts of 
the Empire, but, during the last fifteen years, conditions have 
changed. The mining industry has developed greatly in Southern 
Russia, especially in inon and pit coal. New factories were 
established there, new mives explored, and the centie of the iron 
industry was tiarsfened to Russia. The agricultural . 
machine industiy develc ped in that region in propoition. Progress 
was marked in the three southein gove11 ments of Ekaterinoslav, 
Tauride, and Kherson. The Moscow, Kharkov, Von, Riazan, Tula, 
and other governments followed. In the old centres of machine 
manufectuie— Warsaw and Livonia governments—there has been 
but little progress, 

The number of ploughs, reapers, and thrashing machines manu- 
facturcd in Russia in the year 1895 was: ploughs 75,546 ; reapers 
26,980; and thiashing machines 3,561. Agents of the Austrian 
manulactuiers have been working haid to introduce their scythes 
in, Russia, and according to statistics, Russia imported during 1896, 
over the European frontier, 208,000 pouds (3,756 tons) of scythes and 
sickles, to the value of 1,807,000 roubles, which came principally 
from Austria. The sickles represent ficm 1 to 2 per cent. ct that 
amount, so that akout 200,000 pouds of scythes alone were imported, 
and as a poud contains about 50 scythes of the larger size, the total 
number imported was about 6,C00,000, which is three times larger 
than the number of scythes manufactured in Russia in 1896. 


4 
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V.—GERMAN COMPETITION WITH BRITISH TRADE IN, 
RUSSIA. 


In a report to the Foreign O ‘fice by Mr. J. Mitchell, H.M. Consul- 
General at St. Petersburg (Fureign Office, Annual Szries,jNo. 
1998), it is stated that the most formidable rival of Great Britain in 
the Russian market is undouotedly Germany. Her imports to 
Russia in 1899 were valued at 114,283,000 r. (12,389,653/.), whereas 
in 1896 they amounted to 190,162,090 r. (20,600,8931.), the increase 
being 65 per cent. At the sam? tims exports from Grea’ Britain 
standing at 86,726,000 r. (9.395,318/.) in 1890, increased only to 
111,040,627 r. (12,029,4012.) in 1896, or 28 per cent. It must 
also be observed that the importation of German goods into Russia 
increased in a much greater proportion than Russian exports to 
Germany, and that the former represented a displacement of 
British goods to a corresponding amount. Although it can hardly 
be expected that British goods can entirely supersede those of 
Germany in the Russian market, in view of the neighbouring 
position, and consequent greater facility of inter-communication 
both by land and sea between the two countries, yet Russia may 
be said to possess greater power of consumption and diffusion 
of British goods than many British manufacturers seem to be 
conscious cf. 

Mr: Mitchell continues his report as follows :— “ To. 
compete successfully in the Russian market with Germany, 
the employment of numerous active commercial agents and 
travellers is the first condition, and in this respect we should 
follow the exa:nple of our German rivals, wuo Ly the numerous 
and dex erous a;ents employed by them, bring their goods to 
the immediate notice of both whulesale and retail dealers, w:th 
results very satisfastory to thermszlve;, an] this, too, in spite of a 
highly protective customs tariff which, be it observed, affects all 
manufactured goods of Great Britain and Germany ejually. 

“ Russia would szem to afford a goodtiel! for pushing the sale of 
British-made agricultural machinery and imple neats, h wdware of 
every kind, earthenware, and glass of the cheaper kiid, as also 
tools and machinery of all descriptions, Printed catalogues and 
circulars should be drawn up in the languaze of the couutri, with 
metric weizhts and measuremeuts, which are generally understood 
here by importers. 

“The supply of circulars and catalogues in English to Consulates 
in Russia is a ;roceeding which brings but litule fruit, for they are 
not as a 1ule seen, and if seen, remain sealed books to the majority 
of would-be purchasers, on account of the language, &c., in which 
they are printed. 

“Tt is more supineness than hiag on our pict to allow 
Germany to supply Russia, as she did, for instance, in 1895, with 
64 per cent. of all metals imported, 53 per cent. of al] manufac- 
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tures in metal, and 49 per cent. of all the machinery. The 
‘absence of the British commercial traveller is mainly at the root 
of this, and that he is not more abroad and active must be deplored. 
To be beaten by craftsmen who are more or less our own commer- 
cial pupils, is manifestly an abnormal condition of things which 
British enterprise could without much effort rensove. 

“There is a tendency to carry, so to say, the war into the enemy’s 
camp by establishing industries with British capital in Russia. 
Successful as several such have proved, and may continue to prove, 
the benefit of this alternative is felt by comparatively few of our 
countrymen, while the sufferer at large remains the British artisan, 
who is deprived of the wages earned by those Russian workmen, 
who, moreover, are initiated into processes of manufacture of which 
they had previously been totally ignorant. If Great Britain does 
not place as much merchandise on the Russian market as Germany, 
she has at all events the satisfaction of still retaining the lion’s 
share of the carrying trade to and from all Russian ports.” 


{ 
4] 
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VI—INFLUENCE OF THE DINGLEY TARIFF ON 
GERMAN INDUSTRIES. 


A dispatch, dated 16th October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, enclosing a 
Memorandum on the influence of the New United States Tariff on 
German Industries. 

This memorandum which has been drawn up by the Commercial 
Attaché to H.M. Embassy in Berlin, gives a prévis of a series of 
articles by experts on the subject in question, which have lately 
been published in the Frankfiirter Zeitung, and of which the 
salient points are a3 follows: 


PRUSSIA AND SAXONY, 


_Barmen Laces, Borders, Edgings, and Trimmings.—In this 
district the new tariff is sot so much feared as was the MacKinley 
Bill of 1890, but it is likely to reduce the quantity exported some- 
what and also the profits. It is not thought that it will, in the end, 
much affect this trade. 

Cloth Factors of Lenness Hiickeswagen.—The MacKinley 
Tariff of 1890 dealt such a heavy blow at this industry that in 
the first quarter of 1891 there was a reduction of i24,666/. in 
exportation. 

The increase of similar industries in America has damaged it 

more each year to such an extent that the new tariff cannot injure 
it further. 
_ The Small Iron-work Factories of Ren-cheid and the Trade 
in sharp tools, etc., of Solingen.—These are deeply affected ; all 
exportation is made much more difficult and that of some articles 
is rendered impossible. It will be only scissors that can be main- 
tained on the American market by further continued improvements 
in machinery. 

Crefeld Ties and Cravat Stuffs.—The increase of duty for 
these amounts to 5 percent. The exportation can be maintained 
by, perhaps, a reduction of profits; but two other factors will 
have to be considered here, viz., the maintenance of the conditions 
of export and the development of American production. 

Crefeld Silk Wares.—lIt is not yet possible to judge the effect 
on these, but a quantity of the cheaper qualities of heavy weight 
will cease to go to America, as it is not thought that the increased 
price of 10 per cent.to 15 per cent., necessitated by the new 
taciff, will be paid for them. 

Gera Woollen Goods.—The effects on woollen tissues cannot 
yet be seen, but a reduced exportation is expected, and cheap goods 
wiil no longer be worth sending to the United States. The 
better fancy ladies’ fabrics, “ Nouveautées,’’ will, however, still be 
bought, even with the increased duties. 

The decrease to America is, however, expected to be soon com- 
pensated for in the increase to other places, especially to Eastern 
countries to which exports are steadily improving. Special efforts 
will be made to assure this result 
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Gladbach Printed Goods.—These (thick cotton fabrics 
bleached, coloured, and printed) have so far not been affected, as 
there is no increase in the already heavy duty on them. Exports 
to America were 360 tons in 1894, 656 in 1595, 565 in 1896, and 
350 in the first five months of 1897 (compared with 258 in the 
same period of 1896). This increase for the present year is 
attributed to the fear of a rise in duty. 

Saxon Cotton Jndustries.—The new tariff will not much affect 
the Saxon cotton spinning trade. But the export of cheap stock- 
ings will, by the increased duty, be considerably reduced, and will 
consequently affect cotton yarn. Since the passing of the 
MacKinley Bill this industry’s export 10 America had consider- 
ably dwindled, and a further decrease now is not important, as 
the local consumption and the exportation to South America for 
cotton stockings has so much increased. 

Chemnitzer Stockings.—It is reported that if German manu- 
facturers were certain of the long duration of the new tariff they 
would be compelied to put up factories in the United States. 

Laces and Curtains.—No damage is expected to 
these. 

Silk Ribbons.—¥or years past only the best qualities and 
newest designs have gone to America. It is feared the exportation 
of this article will become still more unimportant. 

Weaving Machinery Looms.—It is expected that, in spite of 
the strong English competition, there will be an increased ex- 
port to America. 

Linen. Wares.—In spite of the high duty, the exportation of 
the finer damasks (table cloths, etc.)will not cease, for the Americans 
cannot yet turn out articles good enough to satisfy the consumer. 
They have, also, not got the designs for them. It is not expected 
that damage will be done to the big linen factories of Saxony, 
Silesia, and Bohemia, but the exports will, of course, lessen and 
the smaller manufacturers will be hard hit; the exportation, however, 
of the finer kinds will not suffer in the end. 

Leather Gloves.—In Silesia the new tariff is looked upon as a 
heavy blow to the glove industry, which in late years has been 
much tried. Mary factories are already closed, others are likely 
to go the same way or to reduce their output. 

No other country can open to Gei many a market to replace the 
American one for gioves. 

Silesian Linen Industry.—Tuie tariff is expected to almost ex- 
tinguish this exportation, as the duties fall so heavily on the final 
wares. No hope is entertaiued of a maiutenance of this branch of 
trade. 

Miilhaus Textile Industries will be seriously damaged, but no 
exact estimate of the extent can be formed until it is 
seen how the tariff is carried out. The MacKiuley tariff’ injured 
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this trade, which, however, gradually recovered on account of the 
mild application of the new duties. Indeed, in late years, there 
was a considerable increase in the German exportation. 

With the present tariff it is particularly printed goods that are 
threatened ; and if the fears on this score prove correct, this 
industry will experience a very bad crisis, because the exportation 
to other countries has also suffered. Italy and Spain are increas- 
ing their production of textiles, Russia has high duties, and the 
SouthAmerican States are unreliable on account of their political, 
and financial crises. Australia had suffered from a bank crisis 
though exports in that direction have been improving. But it 
will be impossible to find a satisfactory substitute for the 
American trade. 

Leivzig Hide and Skins Trade, Bristles.—There is no rise of 
duty on these articles in the new tariff. An increase of trade is 
hoped for, and the more so as the exports have long suffered from 
the financial crisis in the United States. 

Bristles are equally unaffected, and as ready-made goods of 
bristles are charged more than before, aa improved exportation of 
the raw material is expected. 

Other Branches of Leipzig Trade.—The exportation of drugs, 
chemicals, oils, paints, will depend on the capabilities of American 
similar industries. The former ‘Tariff raised the duties on the 
chemical imports, but it was found did not affect German exports 
of the finer preparations, for the much higher wages in America 
necessitated a corresponding high price there, and the profits on 
the German article were even more than before. It is said the 
same will be the case now, and that even with further high duties: 
the exportation will not diminisb, 

Leipzig Porcelain etc, Wool.—Porcelain will be affected, so 
will also toys of decorated tin, lithographic presses, rubber things, 
products of chromo-lithography, surgical instruments. Wool will 
be little affected as England, Belgium, and the Nethe-lands are the 
chief consumers. 

Leipzig Woollen Fabrics.—These will be seriously damaged, 
The duty is almost doubled and will enable the American to 
manufacture all the special articles now imported from Germany, 
and which were already partially manufactured in the United 
States. This mostly applies to cloths, more particularly for 
articles of wearing apparel. 

The factories of Leipzig, Gera, and Greiz will have to reduce 
their output. There is one exception, and that is for cloths for 
wearing apparel . with patterns on them, as manufactured at 
Glauchau. Stuffs for covering furniture, table covers, especially the 
better kind of plushes, will not be able to stand the new duties, 
The cheaper kinds may be able to hold on for a time at any rate, ~ 

Leipzig Musical Organs and other Instruments.—This industry 
has had lately an extraordinary development. Where 20 to 30 
workmen were employed before there are now hundreds, and in 
some Jarge manufactories as many as 800. Twenty-six factorie_ 
at_or near*Leipzig supply to the world these renowned mechanica 
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musical instruments. Their chief exportation was to America, 
and as the duty there is now so largely raised, this industry will 
be hard hit. 

Chemicals and Chemical Preparations.—It will, as a 
whole trade, not be much affected, as it is not much interfered 
with, so far as is known, by the new duties; and also because the 
chief German exports—namely, tar colouring matter, scientific and 
pharmaceutical preparations, and photographic chemicals—are so 
oer to those of all other states that people cannot dowitho ut 
them. 

The only damage that can be feared will be un indirect one 
through a reduction in the exportation to America of textiles, in 
which such large quantities of colouring matter are employed. 


BAVARIA, 


Hops.—The exportation of hops to America is very large, and 
Niurmberg is considered the centre of the Continental hopmarkets. 
Of the whole production of Germany in 1896 one half 
was grown in Bavaria. The value of the exports from 
Nirmberg in that year to Germany was £66,537, England being 
the chief competitor. The Mackinley Bill with a duty of 15 cents 
a pound reduced the Germat exports from 30,000 centners to 
7,000 only. The Wilson Bill lowered the duty to 8 cents, 
whereupon the exportation again rose, and in 1896-97 reached the 
former level. The new Dingley Tariff brought the duty to 12 
cents (a rate of 15 cents having been rejected by the Senate). 

German hops will now only be able to be used for the finer 
kinds of beer, as American hops cost 9 cents a pound, and 
the German will be worth about 16 delivered in the United States. 

Looking Glasses—This important branch of export will be 
certainly reduced by the increased duty. From Firth 750,800. 
worth of looking glass, plate, and window glass went to America 
in 1896 and some qualities will be quite excluded. 

Toys.—The increase of duty from 25 per cent. to 35 per cent. 
on dolls, and from 25 per cent. to 40 per cent. on magic lanterns 
will not have much effect. 

Glass, Knives, Scissors.—The increase of duty from 40 per 
cent. to 60 per cent. on glass, hollow glassware, vases, etc., will 
injuriously affect the cheaper wares. A prohibitive duty of 160 
per cent. ‘is put on knives and scissors in order to favouc local 
manufacture. Solingen as well as Nurnberg will suffer largely. 

Porcelain.—The rise of duty is from 35 per cent. tu 60 per cent, 
and will 1educe German exportation. 

The effects of the New American Tariff on German industries 
can be to some extent estimated from the above information 
gathered directly from experts and manufacturers in each trade. If 
the total figures for exports to the United States (according to the 
American Consulates in Germany) for the three months July to 
September, inclusive, otf 1896 and 1897 be compared, 
we have a sum of 16,481,414 dols. for the former year and 
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one of 7,189,112 dols. for the latter, making a decrease of some 
9,000,000 dols. or 1,800,000/, representing a falling off of 56 per 
cent, Altogether, there is no doubt that the Dingley Bill has dealt 
a heavy blow at many flourishing German industries, 

With reference to this subject, an interesting Report has also 
been issued by the United States Consul at Chemnitz, in which he 
gives extracts from interviews with some of the manufacturers of 
Chemnitz, with especial reference to the trade of German textiles 
in the United States, 

Mr. Weide, a partner in the largest house at Chemnitz, 
is reported to have said that nothing can take the place of the 
export business for many years carried on with the United 
States, adding— 

“The Americans are practical people : they have long since found 
out the facts. Our production has been reduced, a large number 
of machines are idle, the rest run only four days in the week. We 
could easily make five times as many as we turn off now. America 
is making every effort to emancipate itself, little by little, from 
Germany. We will make it hard for them to get along without 
us. They will not find it so easy to throw us out; still, in time, 
it will be possible. Here, now, we earn so little, we would do 
better to close the factories. The idea of erecting factories in the 
United States has been considered. We would do it at once were 
we sure that the duties would be kept up; that, however, no man 
can predict. For ten years fashion has asked for black hose. In 
the last two or thiee years tans have gonein large quantities; and 
very recently, some fancies in which Germany excels. We are 
making now many coloured, checkered, silk stockings, exactly like 
the Scotch samples. We have become so skilful that we can imitate 
apy sample, and we can overcome every technical difficulty. One 
evil against which Chemnitz has long contended is its miserable 
railroad facilities. We want better, closer, and in every way 
quicker relations with Hamburg and Bremen. This is very 
necessary. Above and beyond all, however, it will aid us to get 
good commercial treaties with North and South America.” 

The interviews with Mr, Gulden, Chemnitz’s leading glove 
manufacturer, and with Mr. Carl Durfeld, one of the chief 
manufacturers of upholstery goods, were similar in tone and temper 
to the one recorded. Both laid particular stress on the importance 
of American markets for German manufacturers, and especially for 
those in|the consular districts of Chemnitz. The manufacturers 
believe they caa win inthe end. They boast that no tariff would 
be high enough to keep them out if the United States would not 
change. They say, “Set the rates, stick to them, andwe will climb 
over them with new machines and new conditions.” 
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V1I.—THE GERMAN MERCANTILE MARINE. 


The following is the text of a memorandum forwarded to the 
Foreign Office under date October 7 last by Mr. W.S. Harriss 
Gastrell, Commercial Attaché at Berlin, on the subject of the 
German carrying trade and shipbuilding. 

On the 6th of October the launch ofa remarkably fine steamer, 
the “ Kaiser Friedrich,” was effected at Dantzig in the presence of 
his Majesty the Emperor. It will be remembered that last May the 
Emperor also attended the Jaunching of the “ Kaiser Wilhelm der 
Grosse” at Stettin, which splendid steamer also belonged to the 
North German Lloyd Shipping Company. 

The “Kaiser Friedrich ” has been built by the shipbuilding 
yard of F. Schichau at Dantzig and is a twinscrew somewhat smaller 
than the “ Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse.” It has a length of 183 
metres and a breadth of 19°5 and a depth of hold of 11°56. 

The average draft will be 8°35 metres, which corresponds to a 
displacement of 17,450 tons. She is a four-decked ship with every 
modern improvement, and will be beautifully fitted up. She will 
carry 330 1st class pessengers, 255 2nd, and 650 between decks. 

The speed is to be the same as that of the “ Kaiser Wilhelm der 
Grosse” though there will only ve 10 instead of 12 boilers. 

This ship makes use of Howden’s forced draft arrangements, 
which the former did not. 

The machinery has all been manufactured by Ziele the 
manager of the Schichau firm. In order to avoid vibrations, it is 
placed amidships and not further back, as is the case in other 
vessels. 

The two sets of machinery are quite isolated from one another. 

As the ship is chiefly for passenger traffic, there is comparatively. 
little hold accommodation, only 1,765 cubic metres, and 3,774 are 
devoted to coal bunkers. The machines have a 25,000 horse- 

wer. 

PoThe “ Kolnische Zeitung” of the 7th October gives a list of 
passenger vessels in the world that exceed a burden of 10,000 
tons, andcalls particular attention to the fact that of these 12 
(given below) only four belong to foreign countries, 2 to England, 
and 2 to the United States, whereas 8 are under the German flag. 


1. “ Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse,” German Lloyd 14,000 tons. 
2. “ Pennsylvania,” Hamburg-Americap,... 13,000 __,, 
3. “ Pretoria*,” Hamburg-American ... 13,000 _,, 
4. “ Kaiser Friedrich,” German Lloyd ... 12,5U0 
5. “Lucania,” Cunard Co. 12,000 ,, 
6. “Campania,” Cunard Co. iss ded . 12,000 _, 
7. “St. Paul,” American Line ... due 11,000 ,, 
8. “St. Louis,” American Line... 11,000 ,, 
9. “ Barbarossa,’ German Mail Boats ... 10,500 
#10. “ Bremen,” German Mail Boats si 10,500 ,, 
11. “ Friedrich der Grosse, German Mail Boats 10,500 ,, 
12. “ Konigin Luise,” German Mail Boats 10,500 ,, 


*Now building at Hamburg. 
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Of the 8 German ships every one, except the “ Pennsylvania,” 
has been built in the shipbuilding yards of the German Empire. 
The German Lloyd also intend building a further four steamers of 
at least 10,000 tons when the new Subsidy Bill for Mail Boats 
shall have passed the Reichstag. When this is done there will be 
twelve German steamers ot over 10,000 tons to the four belonging 
to other Governments. There will, however, then be one more 
enormous ship now building for the White Star line, and which 
will be even larger than the “ Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse.” 

It is not likely that the tonnage of these enormous vessels will 
be surpassed,on account of the limits necessarily placed upon them, 
by the size of the present docks and harbour facilities. As it is, 
they can only enter certain ports. 


VIIL—GERMAN COLONIES IN AFRICA AND THE 
SOUTHERN PACIFIC. 


Mr. Spring Rice, Second Secretary of Embassy at Berlin, in a 
Report upon the German Colonies in Africa and the Southern 
Pacific (Foreign Office, Miscellaneous Series, No. 432) says :— 

The total cost of the colonies to the Empire for 1897-98 is 
estimated at 402,000/., an increrse since the last estimates of 
68,0007. The total value of the trade between the African colonies 
and the German Empire for 1896 was 567,400/., the exports from 
Germany exceeding the imports by 106, 9002. In 1896, the white 
population of the German colonies was about 3 ,080, of whom 1,550 
were officials and soldiers, and 1,778 non-Germans. 

The total force employed by the German authorities was 1,120 
white officers and men and 2,000 coloured troops, besides the 
local pvlice forces. 

The present and preceding years have not been favourable. 

East Africa has hardly recovered from its plague of locusts, and 
the consequent famine. But in spite of these drawbacks con- 
siderable progress has been made. German capi:al has shown 
confidence in the possibilities of the planting industry in East 
Africa, where large sums have now been invested. The labour® 
question seems in a fair way to be settled, owing to the discovery 
of certain native tribes with an aptitude for labour. 

The land question has been put on a satisfactory footing, and 
the legal conditions of ownership clearly laid down. A law has been 
passed which enables Germans resident in South-West Africa to 
serve their time in the colonial troops, and thus gives a great 
impetus to the formation of these forces. Some progress has been 
made in the surveys for the East African Railway, and the route 
may now be considered as settled ; but no money is yet forth- 
coming, and the present Usambara line, 30 miles long, has come 
to a standstill for want of funds, The discovery of gold is announced 
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from East Africa, as well as a rich fiad of czal, within easy reach 
of Lake Nyassa, which will be of the greatest service in connection 
with the lake steamship service. 

In spite of unfavourable seasons, the export of coffee from 
Togoland has increased from 850 to 5,500 kilos., and there is a 
good chance that the plantations now being established in the 
Cameroons will be successful. 

An agreement has been arrived at with France, the terms of 
which are kept secret, but which, if it secures good relations with 
Dahomey, and a fixed boundary, must prove a stimulus to the 
prosperity of the protectorate. South-West Africa, though 
suffering from drought and the scourge of rinderpest, as well as 
trom the insufficiency of harbours, has already a white population 
of over 2,000. The guano deposits have yielded well. Farms are 
being taken up in the interior, and measures are about to be taken 
to improve the water supply by the construction of dams. 

The successful and rapid suppression of the outbreak of the 
Khanas Hottentots and the Hereros will, it is hoped, secure a 
lasting peace. 

Progress has been made in scientific work, both in the way of 
exploration and of medical, botanical, and geological research. 

The Imperial Chancellor has issued regulations by which strict 
conditions are laid down for the administration of justice by 
Europeans, where natives are concerned, and there appears to be no 
room left for the abuses which had come to light in former years. 
A further decree has settled the conditions under which contracts 
can be made with native labourers, in which every regard is paid to 
considerations of humanity. German and foreign authorities 
appear to agree as to the great progress made in the suppression 
of the abuses connected with slavery in East Africa. But in spite 
of the great progress achieved in so many departments, the German 
African colonies cannot be regarded as suitable for the settlement 
of German emigrants. As Major von Wissman says, “ Not a foot 
of East Africa can be regarded as heaithy.” In Togo, of a white 
population of 89, 10 died in the course of a year. Of the 2,000. 
white residents in South West-Africa, half of that number are, 
soldiers or officials ; of the remainder, more than half are foreigners 
Since the German Colonies were founded, 1,250,000 German 
@xnigrants have settled in non-German territory, and thus have been 
lost to their country. 

Under these circumstances the attention of colunial circles 
appears to be drawn more and more to the question of guiding 
tuls stream of emigration to places where the German immigrant is 
not at once absorbed into an alien population, and providing by 
an adequate navy for the maintenance of German interests over- 
seas, 
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IX—.MARGARINE AND THE FRENCH BUTTER 
INDUSTRY. 


A recent issue of the French“Journal Officiel ” publishes the report 
of the Committee on the Bill, which has passed the Chamber of 
Deputies, dealing with the repression of fraud in the butter and 
margarine industries in France, and which goes into the question 
of the nature, manufacture, properties of, and trade in margarine 
in great detail. 

Margarine dates from the year 1869, the process having been dis- 
covered about that time by M. Mége-Mouriés, and a report on the 
same was presented to the Chamber of Deputies in 1891. 

The process consisted in pounding and melting the fat of cows 
and oxen and extracting therefrom, when cold, under an hydraulic 
press, a juice or liquid called oleo or oleo-margarine. The refuse 
matter left is stearine. In 100 parts of fat there were 30 or 40 
parts of oleo or oleo-margarine : this oleo, which was but the ‘‘ fat 
of the ox refined,” when cold, presented a clotted yellowish appear- 
ance similar in consistency to butter. It was good enough to be 
used as household fat, but in order to make it more agreeable to 
the taste, M. Mége-Mouriés added its own weight of milk, 


coloured, and, by this means, giving it somewhat the appearance of 
butter, made it into margarine. 


It was in fact “ ox-butter” as opposed to “cow-butter.” But 
M. Mége-Mouriés did not succeed in making it acceptable to the 
public at large, and it was not until the time when it could be put 
on the market at a low price, at the risk of losing its wholesome 
qualities, and when, by a mixture with butter, a sale was found for 
it, that margarine took a new lease of life, and by ruining some in 
the butter trade made colossal fortunes for others. 

The report then goes into the question of the manner of manu- 
facturing margarine (for an account of which see the “Board of 
Trade Journal” for October, 1896, pp. 398-99). 

In the manufacture of margarine in France it must not be sup- 
posed that only French tallow is used, for at the time of 
the debate in the Chamber of Deputies on frauds in the butter 
industry, in the month of February, 1596, the Minister of 
Agriculture declared that foreign tallow was imported into France 
in colossal proportions. 

The following table shows the quantity of tallow imported into 
France in each year from 1884 to 1896 inclusive :— 


Years. ‘Tons. 
1884 5 - - - - - - - - - - 9,587 
1889 - - - - 17,230 
1890 - - - - - 21,046 
1891 - - 17,207 
1892 - - - - 14,530 
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These figures show that since 1884—that is, since the first 
development of the margarine industry—the importation of 
foreign tallow has increased from 9,000 to 27,000 tons. The 
principal countries exporting to France are Australia, United 
States, Uruguay, andArgentina. Margarine manufacturers in Fiance 
complain that this industry is exclusively a French one, and that 
foreign tallow is not used; but, as the Minister of Agriculture re- 
marked, “ the use of candles has decreased, and their export has 
also diminished, and it is certain that the increase in the importa- 
tion of tallow is not due to an increase in the manufacture of 
stearine, but to the extensive employment thereof in the 
manufacture of margarine.” 

The report, after remarking on the organic impurities often 
found in foreign tallows, which cannot be destroyed by the 
temperature at which the fat is melted, goes on to say that, in 
any case, this “ ox-butter ” (beurre de boeuf) is a dangerous 
competitor of pure or “cow-butter”’ (beurre de vache), and that 
the French butter industry is endangered by the adulterations and 
frauds which are carried on. 

M. Viger, the Minister of Agriculture, in the preamble to the 

Bill of 1894, states that margarine alone is not the sole disturbing 
influence in the butter markets, for the extraordinary 
development of the dairy industry throughout the world has 
become an important factor in the acute agricultural crisis of the 
present time. In France, according to M. Viger, the number of 
cows increases 200,000 every 10 years; in 1894 it was upwards 
of ‘6,700,000, and the production of milk, which in 1881 was 
1,496 million gallons, in 1894 reached 1,760 millions. 
* In Denmark in 1871 the number of cows was 807,000, in 1894 
it was upwards of a million. Austria had 4,138,000 cows in 1880 
and 4,254,000 in 1890. Germany had 8,960,000 in 1873 and 
9,087,000 in 1883. But it is more especially in the New World 
that the increase has peen remarkable. In the United States the 
number of cows was nine millions in 1870, but 16} millions in 
1893. In Canada a similar development is noticeable; and in 
Australia the horned cattle, which in 1886 amounted to 8,230,000 
head, increased to 11,872,000 five years later, an increase of over 
700,000 head annually. 

At the same time, moreover, that the herds of cattle increased 
in number all over the world, the methods of butter and cheese 
making were constantly being improved. In twenty years Den- 
mark, Sweden, and Norway and other countries have been pro- 
gressing in their methods of turning out the best kinds of butter. 

The report goes on to point out that it is interesting from a 
French point of view to look into this matter of general competi- 
tion in the butter trade, especially with regard to the London 
market, and to inquire if the fluctuations in the trade arise from 
this competition with other countries, or if it be not rather the 
injurious effect of margarine and the adulteration of butter which 
has favoured other nations at the expense of the French trade. 
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The average value of the export of butter from France, from 
1872 to 1881, was 82 million francs (3,280,0001.), and from 1882 
to 1892 it rose to 92 million francs (3,680,000/.), but if later years 
are considered a constant decrease in value is found, as seen by the 
following table, which shows the value fof butter exported from 
France during the last seven years. 


YEARS. FRANCS. £ 
1891 sis sie 84,415,000 3,376,600 
1892 eee eee oof - 80,676,000 3,227,040 
1893 ove 72,056,000 2,882,240 
1894 soe 57,340,000 2,293,600 
1895 oes eee 54,167,000 2,166,680 
1896 eve eee 72,803,000 2,912,120 


The English market for French butter has especially declined. 
The value of salt butter sent to the United Kingdom in 1890 was 
76,000,000 francs (3,040,0007.), in 1891 it fell to 58,000,000 tranes 
(2,320,0002.), in 1892 to 57,000,000 francs (2,280,000/.), in 1893 
to 48,000,000 francs (1,920,0002.), in 1894 it rose to 49,000,000 
francs (1,960,000/.), to fall again in 1895 to 39,000,000 francs 
(1,560,000/.), and in 1896 it amounted to 59,000,090 francs 
(2,360,060/.). The English market for fresh butterfrom France is 
in a worse state still. The average value of the export from 1872 
to 1891was 3,867,778 francs (154,711/.), and from 1882-1891 only 
2,890,065 francs (115,602/.). In 1892 the value decreased to 
2,600,000 francs (104,000/.), in 1893 to 850,000 francs (34,0002.), 
in 1894 to 280,000 francs (11,200/.), in 1895 to 125,000 frances 
(5,0097.), and in 1896 it amounted to 48,000 francs (1,9202). 

In 1891 the amount of French butter sent to the United 
Kingdom was 952,000 kilogrammes (18,700 cwts.), in 1894 it had 
decreased to 79,000 kilogs, (1,551 cwts.), in 1895 to 43,000 kilogs. 
(844 cwts.), and in 1896 to 16,500 kilogs (324 ewts.). 

From the above figures it may be seen that of late years the 
exportation of French butter has declined to a remarkable extent, 
especially as far as the English market is concerned. 

But disregarding the last few years, and looking only at the 
averages of the decennial periods 1872-81, and 1882-1891—while 
French trade remains stationary, the imports into the United 
Kingdom have continued to increase as seen in the following table 
showing the amount of butter imported into England in each year 
from 1888 to 1896 inclusive, 


188 © + © «© += 1,671,000 
1990 - - = = = = 2,028,000 
1991 - © © «© “= «© « 
1998 - © «= «= 9,827,000 
1895 - - . - - 2,826,000 
1996 - © = =+ + = = 8,088,000 
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The conclusion to be drawn is that France, which at one time 
supplied the third part of the butter imported into the United 
Kingdom, now furnishes hardly one-tenth of the same, and this 
notwithstanding that the number of cows in France increases by 
20,000 every year, and that the output of milk has increased in 
ten years by 20,000,000 hectolitres (440,000,000 gallons), and that, 
moreover, the English market is virtually next door. 

Other countries have profited to a greater extent than France, 
not because they have perfected their dairy methods, but rather 
because they have not hesitated to enact strict regulations to pre- 
serve the reputation of their products for purity, while France 
has, on the other hand, permitted the margarine industry to enter 
on an unworthy competition, and has compromised her good name 
by adulteration and fraud. 

Holland, and more lately Denmark, has taken the place once 
held by France, and it is curious to observe how the latter small 
country, with less than a million cows, exports butter to the value 
of over 120 million francs (4,800,000/.), or double the amount of 
the French exports in 1893. The report, after dealing with the 
question of the fall in prices in the butter trade, goes on to point 
out that the competition of margarine is the cause of the crisis in 
the French butter industry, 7.e., not the honest competition of that 
product as margarine, but the sale of the mixture of margarine 
and butter—in other words, fraud. 

A. French firm at Valognes, large exporters to the United 
Kingdom, Brazil, China, and Japan, avers that the exports have 
shown a distinct decrease in later years owing to the dishonest 
competition of margarine manufacturers. 

The report goes on to speak of the effect of frauds exercised by 
margarine on the home markets, and adduces some very curious 
evidence in support of its statements. It is said that the effect 
of margarine on the Parisian butter market is especially noticeable 
at times when the inhabitants of the city have to make large 
purchases of butter. The days before public holidays the price of 
butter falls. Butter merchants, knowing that the municipal 
inspectors will not be at work, buy margarine to mix with the 
pure article, of which they thus use a less quantity. 

The total amount of margarine which is mixed fraudulently 
with pure butter is not easy to ascertain. 

At the time of the discussion of the Bill in the Chamber of 
Deputies in 1896 it was stated, and not contradicted, that the total 
amount of margarine annually produced in France was about 
25,000 tons, and this figure is probably rather under than above 
the mark. What becomes of this 25,000 tons? The following 
table shows the amount of margarine exported each year from 
1892 to 1896 inclusive :— 


Years. Tons. 

1894 - - - - - 4,565 
1895 - - - 65,820 
1896 - - - 4,388 
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About 20,000 tons of margarine are therefore mixed with pure 
butter, and under that form exported, or sold on the home markets, 

An immense quantity of pure butter must thus be adulterated 
every year at an enormous profit for the fraudulent merchants, and to 
the loss of the farmer, in spite of all that the margarine merchants 
state to the contrary, when they affirm that the production of 
margarine is profitable to the cattle raising industry owing to the 
amount of animal fat employed in the manufacture. 

The report then examines in detail into the methods of adultera- 
tion, and into the analysis of butters with the view of detecting 
fraud and concludes as follows :— 

“The law of 14th March, 1887, is not enough. It forbids a 
trader to sell a mixture containing margarine under the name of 
butter. But as science is powerless to detect this adulteration, 
the trader can without any risk, and in defiance of the law, sell 
‘margarined’ butter every day. A fraud which cannot be 
detected must be prevented. 

“Tt must be remembered that as things are now,80kilogs.(176 lbs.) 
of butter can be adulterated with 20 kilogs. (44 lbs.) of margarine, 
and that 100,000 tons of butter, so adulterated, bring not only 
1,120,000 of profit to the fraudulent traders, but also causes the 
depreciation of French produce, a constant decrease in French 
trade, and, if not checked in time, the rapid ruin of the French 
agricultural interest.” 
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X.—THE ROUMANIAN PETROLEUM INDUSTRY. 


In a report dated the 24th September last, which has beet 
received at the Foreign Office from Mr. Hamilton E. Browne, 
British Vice-consul at Bucharest, it is stated that a steamer of the 
Roumanian Petroleum Company, known as the “Steana 
Romaniei,” has made its first voyage to Austria with 1,200,000 
kilogrammes of refined petroleum on board, as far as the town of 
Brod on the Save. 

This is generally considered as being a most important event in 
the development of the Roumanian petroleum industry, A further 
most important factor in its development is also the question of 
utilizing petroleum residue and lignite in the firing of ms ed 
tives. 

The experiments made hitherto with this new fuel, and the 
apparatus ‘‘ Holden,” (so called from the English inventor of that 
name), have given, it is said, satisfactory results, the amount con- 
sumed of these two substances being 1,000 kilos lignite to 300 
kilos petroleum residue, the force of heat being easily regulated 
and the combustion complete. Only one stoker is required to 
work the engine, and thus an economy will be made, it is 
calculated, of from 1,300 francs to 1,400 francs yearly per 
locomotive ; end besides this, the apparatus can easily be replaced, 
if necessary, by the usual coal-burning furnace. 

The “Holden” apparatus will, it is understood, be copied by a 
Roumanian firm, “E. Wolff,’ situated near Tilaret, on the 
outskirts of Bucharest, at a cost of 400 francs apiece cheaper than 
in England, this imitation being rendered possible by the 
non-existence in Roumania of Patent Laws. Twenty of the 450 
locomotives in Roumania have already been fitted with this 
apparatus, it has already been ordered for thirty more, and it is 
expected that in three years’ time this new motive power will be 
applied to all the locomotives in the country. 

As for the quantity of lignite and petroleum residue required 
for this purpose, the Ministry of Domains has undertaken to supply 
to the Roumanian State Railways yearly 100,000 tons of lignite, at 
7 francs per ton, from the mine of Margineasca ; while the residue 
of petroleum will be delivered, free of transport charges, at the 
rate of 3 francs 80 centimes per 100 kilos, by the refineries of the 
“ Steana Rominiei” Petroleum Company. 

The total cost of 100,000 tons of lignite and of the requisite 
amount of petroleum residue is calculated to amount to 1,740,000 
francs, which is estimated as being considerably less than the 
amount hitherto expended in coal fuel. The Ministry reckons that 
in this way an economy will be made of 75,000 francs. 125,000 
francs will be requird for the establishment of the requisite 
petroleum reservoirs, Lut it is hoped that as much as 200,000 francs 
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will be economized in the working of the engines which is 
estimated at 90,000 francs yearly. 

The representatives of the German State Railways, at the con- 
ference which took place in Buchart last May, were conveyed 
from Bucharest to Sinaia and back by a locomotive worked with 
this new fuel, and pronounced it to be satisfactory, and it is 
stated that the Hungarian State Railways contemplate the intro- 
duction of this new system on their Transylvanian lines. 

The result of the introduction of the lignite and petroleum fuel 
will undoubtedly be an increase in the production of lignite and 
petroleum in Roumania, and amongst persons interested in petro- 
leum in that country there is much talk of a group of Dutch capi- 
talists investing a sum of as much as 30 millions of francs in 
Roumanian petroleum undertakings, and a French contractor from 
Lille was lately here, and interested himself in the condition of 
the petroleum industry. On this account the “ Steana Rominiei” 
believe that in France persons have oceupied themselves with 
replacing American petroleum by Roumanian. 

The most important consideration, however, in connection with 
the development of the Roumanian petroleum industry is the ques- 
tion whether the quality of the Roumanian oil is sufficiently good. 
In well,informed circles in Roumania this is stated to be the case, 
and, as, a proof, the fact is quoted that for some time past 
Xoumanian raw petroleum has been exported to Austria and Hun- 
gary, and there retined, and that it is there considered as good as 
the petroleum brought from Russia and Galicia. The inferior 
quality of the petroleum refined in Roumania is most probably 
due to the defective state of the retining apparatus employed. 

There is no doubt that the replacing of coal fuel on the loco- 
motives by this new fuel composed of lignite and residue of 
petroleum, in addition to the fact of the introduction of German 
coal, into this country, will further seriously affect the importation 
of Cardiff coal into Roumania. 


544 COMMERCIAL AGREEMENT WITH BULGARIA. [Nov. 1897 


XI—.COMMERCIAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN GREAT 
BRITAIN AND BULGARIA, 


The following is the text of a Commercial Agreement between 
Great Britain and Bulgaria, which was signed at Vienna on 
July 12th-24th, 1897, and to which reference was made on p. 434 
of the last (Octoder) number of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” :— 

Art. 1. British subjects in Bulgaria, and Bulgarians in the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, shall respectively 
enjoy, immediately end unconditionally, in all matters relating to 
navigation, industry, and commerce, including importation and 
exportation, as well as transit, the same rights, privileges, liberties, 
facilities, immunities, and exemptions as are enjoyed, or may here- 
after be enjoyed, by natives or by subjects of any other foreign 
State, without payment of any impost, tax, Customs duty, or other 
due, charge, or expense, other or higher than those to which the 
latter are liable; further, no Cusioms duties, or other dues or 
charges, shall be levied at any one frontier different from or higher 
than those which are levied at any other frontier on similar 
articles. British subjects in Bulgaria, and Bulgarians in the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, shall enjoy perfect 
equality of treatment with natives and the subjects of every other 
foreign State in all matters relating to bonding, buunties, draw- 
backs, facilities, patents for inventions, trade marks, distinctive 
marks of manufacture or of origin, patterns, and designs. 

Art. 2. No prohibition or restriction shall be maintained or de- 
creed against the importation of any article the produce or manu- 
facture of one or other of the contracting countries, from whatever 
place arrivirg, which shall not equally apply to the importation of 
the like article produced or manufactured in any other foreign 
country. It is, nevertheless, understood that each of the Con- 
tiacting Partie$ reserves the right to apply sanitary measures and 
restrictions affecting the importation of any goods or articles 
injurious to public health, or to animals or plants. 

Art. 3. Her Britannic Majesty’s Government consents that, 
during the term of the present Arrangement, articles of British 
origin or manufacture shall pay, on entering Bulgaria, the 
Customs, octroi, and excise duties specified in the Final 
Protocol of the Treaty signed on the 9th-21st December, 1896, 
between the Austro-Hungarian and Bulgarian Plenipotentiaries, 
saving all reductions which have been or may be granted to other 
Powers, and excepting the articles scheduled in Annex 2 of the 
present Arrangement, which shall pay the duties therein specified. 

Art. 4. Annexes Nos. 1, 2, and 3 shall be considered as forming 
an integral part of the present Arrangement. 

Art. 5. The present Arrangement shall be applicable, so far as 
the laws permit, to all the Colonies and foreign possessions of Her 
Britannic Majesty, provided always that each of the said Colonies 
and foreign possessions shall be free to refuse its acceptance of the 
Arrangement within six months from the date of the signature 
thereof, notification to that effect being given by Her Majesty’s 
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Representative at Sophia to the Minister for Foreign Affairs of 
His Royal Highness the Prince of Bulgaria. 

Art. 6. The present Arrangement shall come into effect on the 
12th-24th July, 1897, and shall remain in force until the 19th- 
31st December, 1899. 

In case neither of the Contracting Parties shall have notified 
six months before the end of the said period the intention of put- 
ting an end to it, the Arrangement shall remain binding until the 
expiration of one year from the day on which one or other of the 
Contracting Parties shall have denounced it, 


Annex No. 1. 


1. The right of “cabotage” is maintained for British vessels. 
During the term of the Arrangement signed on the 12th-24th July, 
1897, British vessels calling at Bulgarian ports shall not be liable 
to any dues or charges, other or higher than those set forth in the 
annexed Circular of the 3rd-15th April, 1885. 

When ships can take advantage of the works now being con- 
structed, or which may hereafter be constructed, at certain ports, 
the question of new dues to be paid at those ports shall be settled 
by mutual agreement. 

2. In all operations relating to commerce or navigation (Customs 
operations, fines, &c.) where British subjects are called upon to 
provide guarantees, bank guarantees will only be accepted as 
satisfactory if furnished by banks established in Bulgaria with the 
sanction of the Government of the Principality. 

3. Every facility shall be granted to British subjects for bonding 
goods at the sea-ports; and the bonding of coal shall be permitted 
in depots either on land or afloat. 

4. British subjects shall be permitted freely to exercise the pro- 
fessian of ship-broker. British subjects shall be permitted freely 
to exercise the profession of grain-broker provided they pay a 
licence tax of 400 fr. per annum. 

5. In the event of the Government of Bulgaria undertaking the 
administration of the Sanitaryand Lighthouse services on the 
Bulgarian coast of the Black Sea, it will not collect higher dues 
than those now levied by the existing Administrations. 

6. With regard to the transport of goods by rail, the Bulgarian 
Government undertakes to admit British goods, and goods im- 
ported by British subjects or their agents, to the enjoyment of all 
advantages, or reductions of freight or of other charges, and to all 
privileges and facilities which have been, or may hereafter be 
accorded to goods coming from any other foreign country, or im- 
ported by the subjects of the most favoured nation. 

All goods landed at Bulgarian ports, including goods destined to 
be immediately dispatched to the interior of the principality under 
the conditions of a tariff of through rates, may be cleared at the 
Custom-house of the port of entry. 

The rest of Annex 1 contains shipping regulations and Tariff of 
Port Dues levied in Bulgarian Ports, and may be seen on applica~ 
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tion at the Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, 
Whitehall Gardens, any day between the hours of 11.0 and 5.0. 


Annex No. 2. 


1. During the term of the Arrangement signed on the 
12th—24th July, 1897, the import duties on the goods specified 
below shall not exceed the rates scheduled as follows :— 

1. Copper, in ingots, plates, and sheets, 10 per cent. ad 
valorem. 

2. Caustic soda and soda of all kinds; potash; alums of all 
kinds ; carbonate of ammonia; sal ammonaic; spirit of salt of 
ammonia and sulphate of ammonia ; green and blue vitriol, 12 per 
cer.t. ad valorem. 

5. Coal 10 per cent. ad valorem. 

4. Iron and steel scrap, 8 per cent. ad valorem. 

5. Pig-iron, 8 per cent. ad valorem. 

6. Steel and iron, in blooms, ingots, bars, plates, sheets, hoop- 
iron, nail-rods, 10 per cent. ad valorem. 

7. Wrought-iron and steel plate, polished, varnished, coated 
with copper, zinc, or tin, 12 per cent. ad valorem. 

8. Tin plates, 12 per cent. ad valorem. 

9. Coke, free. 

10. Sacks of all kinds for the exportation of cereals, free. ~ 

11. Agricultural and other machinery, free 

2. With regard to the right which the Bulgarian Government 
reserves to levy excise dues on building materials and combustibles, 
it is agreed that, among building materials, only timber shall be 
li:ble to such dues, and that coal and coke shall be free from «all 
excise dues. It is likewise agreed that the excise dues which 
mzy be levied on sweet preserves shall not exceed the rate of 
40 fr. per 100 kilogs; and on sweetened biscuits, 10 fr. per 
100 kilogs. 3 


Annex No. 3. 


1. It is agreed that commercial travellers’ certificates of quali-,. 
fication may be issued by the Chambers of Commerce in the 
United Kingdom and by the british Consular authorities in con- 
formity with the form* hereto annexed. 

2. Itis agreed that the certificates of origin which may be re- 
quired on the importation of certain goods into Bulgaria shall be 
in conformity with the form hereto annexed. No certificate shall 
be required on the importation of cotton. 

3. The above-mentioned certificates of origin shall be issued by 
the competent British Chamber of Commerce or local authority. 


* Copies of this form may be seen on application at the Commercial Depart- 
ment of the Poard cf Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., between the hours of 
5 oclack, 
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XIL—UNITED STATES IRON AND STEEL EXPORTS. 


Until a comparatively recent period the United States expor 
trade in iron and steel was limited to small shipments to the 
West Indies and South America, and to a few special classes of 
machines. It was the general opinion that tbe greater cost of 
labour shut the United States out from competition with Great 
Britain, Belgium and Germany in foreign markets, and the iron- 
masters professed to be entirely satisfied with the home trade. 
The United States accordingly was considered as a factor which 
could be entirely neglected in calculations affecting the iron trade 
outside of its own limits. 

According to the “ Engineering and Mining Journal” of New 
York, a change which many have considered to be only temporary 
and the result of exceptional conditions has taken place within 
the past two years, though preparations had been made for it in 
the improvement of methods and reduction of costs which have 
been going on for many years under the pressure of competition. 
Exports of pig-iron first began to attract attention about a year 
ago, and since that time their growth has been comparatively 
rapid, as it was found that the quality and price were suited to 
foreign requirements. Later, the export of steel billets, wire rods 
and tinplate bars was undertaken, and this also has grown steadily ; 
and recently, steel rails also have been exported in direct compe- 
tition with the English rolling mills. 

The following table shows the export of iron and steel in various 
forms from the United States in the fiscal years ending June 30th, 
1896 and 1897, as reported by the Bureau of Statistics of the 


1895-6. 1896-7. 
Value. Value. 

- $ Lod 
Pig-iron - - - 471,803 2,331,771 
Bar iron - - - - - - - 175,099 126,646 
Car wheels - - - - - - 104.215 112,187 
Steel ingots, etc. = - - - - - 125,151 1,121,090 
Nails and - - - 749,685 877,012 
Rails - - - - - - - 656,368 2,561,693 
Wire - - - - - 1,506,885 2,242,617 
Band and miscellaneous- 1,774,696 | 2,023,292 
Hardware - - - - - 5,509,188 | 6,627,466 
Machinery - - - - - -| 21614430 | 29,444,317 
Miscellaneous - - - - - 8,386,023 | 9,819, intel 
| 41,160,877 | 37, 499, 
Potal value - _(£8,575,183) | (£11,970,022 


The n most alleieg gains dea in this table are in pig-iron and 


in steel ingots and rods, comparatively crude products. Bar iron, 
B2 
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nails and wire have for many years been exported by the United 
States in considerable quantity, chiefly to Mexico and South 
America ; lust year they showed noteworthy gains, with the excep- 
tion of bar iron, and the slight loss in that item is largely due to 
the substitution of steel bars. Plates and rails show a heavy 
increase ; hardware and machinery also gained largely. The table, 
moreover, does not represent fully the yrowthof the foreign trade, 
since it is well known that American manufacturers have s2cured 
many contracts for rails and other products, which will appear in the 
current year’s returns. Including machinery, the table shows a gaiu 
last year of a little over 40 per cent. in the total values of the 
exports. InJuly the rate of increase was fully maintained, 

It must not be overlooked that this export business is still small 
in itself, and is to be considered only as a beginning. The exports 
of pig-iron for the year, for instance, were less than a single week’s 
production of the blast furnaces at the current rate of working. 
It is important however, as showing what can be done, and also 
because the exports have served to a certain extent to regulate 
prices in America by removing some of the surplus which was 
pressing fora market. The export movement has been assisted 
materially by the prosperous condition of trade in nearly all the 
countries of Europe, and the heavy demand there for pig-iron and 
s‘ee! in its manufactured forms. 
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XILL—THE OPENING UP OF SOUTH-WESTERN CHINA. 


The Hoang-Ko, or Yellow River, in the north, the Yang-tse- 
Kiang in the centre, and the Si-Kiang, or West River, in the south, 
are the three great natural arteries traversing China from west to 
east. 

The West River is the chief branch of the Pearl or Canton 
River,and with the remaining tributaries,the East and North rivers, 
forms one of the most important riversystems of China, draining 
a territory of not less than 200,000 square miles. 

By a recent treaty between Great Britain and China, this water 
highway was opened to foreign trade on 4th June last, and 
Wuchow-fu, Samshui, and Kongkun are established as treaty 
ports and consular stations, while Kongmoon, Komchuk, Shinking 
and Takhing are to be made ports of call for goods and passengers 
of all nations in the same way as other Chinese treaty ports. 

The East and North rivers furnish water communications with 
a great part of the province of Kwantung, while the West River, 
with its many affluents, penetrates to every quarter of Kwangsi, 
to the eastern portion of Yunnan and to the southern part of 
Kweichow. The principal stream is said to be navigable for 700 
miles. At Wuchow-fu it is joined by the Cassia River, which 
communicates with Kweiling, or Cassia Grove, the capital of 
the province. Still further up, the Hsiun Yung enters, at 
Hsiunchow, and 310 miles above Wuchow, at the important city 
of Nanning, the river loses its own name and divides again, the 
Tso Kiang coming from the south-west and the Yu Kiang from 
the north-west. 

These south-western provinces of China—via. Kwang-Si, 
Yunnan and Kweichow, rich in minerals and natural products of 
all kinds, and with a large population requiring manufactured 
goods, especially woollens, that can only be supplied from 
European markets, have hitherto been practically inaccessible to 
foreign trade. Canton‘the natural gateway fur commercial deal- 
ings with this part of the Empire, and the first Chinese port 
opened to foreign traders, has had its business greatly restricted 
owing to the barriers placed by the authorities on all inland 
transit. Under the new arrangement, however, the important 
towns of Wuchow, Sunchow, and Nanning will now be made 
directly accessible, and the large inland settlements of the south- 
western provinces indirectly so. 

The United States Consul-General at Shanghai, in a report to 
his Government, states that, on the evening ofthe 4th of June last, 
the steamship “ Wing Tong,” of the China Navigation Company 
(Messrs. Butterfield & Swire, agents), left Hongkong for Wuchow 
—the first steamer to disturb the primitive quiet of those regions. 
The distance fromthe mouth of the river at Macao to Wuchow is 
probably 250 miles. The water is shallow and is said to be unsafe 
for vessels drawing more than eight feet. The channel is as yet 
unsurveyed, and there are many rocks, but preparations are no 


fi 
q 


5&0 THE OPENING UP OF SOUTH-WESTERN CHINA. [Nov. 1897. 


—_ already made for placing the lights and buoys that will be 
needed. 

Wuchow is a city of some 50,000 or 60,000 inhabitants, situated 
just within the eastern border of Kwang-si province, 200 miles 
west of Canton. 

At present this port is the limit of steamer traffic, and the 
Commissioner of Customs at Lungchow has expressed the opinion 
that it will not be found practicable for steamers to ascend above 
Wuchow, owing to the numerous rapids and rocks. Native boats, 
however, ply regularly to Pehseh, on the borders of Yunnan, some 
7C0 miles from the confluence of the West and Pearl Rivers, and 
the smaller craft, indeed, ascend a hundred miles further. 

The opening of this important artery of trade has been under 
discussion for some years past, and is the result of persistent ap- 
plication by the British authorities. It is hoped that it will result 
in developing a profitable trade with many parts of Kwangsi and 
the neighbouring provinces, a region which has so far been all but 
untouched by foreign commerce. Heretofore, this natural channel 
of trade has been almost wholly closed by the prohibitive exactions 
of the numerous likin stations, of which there were, in 1890, no 
less than fifteen or sixteen between Canton and Nanning, a dis- 
tance of about 510 miles. As a result, what little trade there was 
with the outside world was carried on by unnatural and circuitous 
routes, much coming from Hankow, some 1,200 miles distant, on 
the Upper Yangtse. In 1890, 95,000 taels’ worth of goods were 
received at Kweiling by this route. In 1877, the port of Pakhoi, 
on the south-west coast of Kwantung, was opened. A large trade 
has since grown up with that port, from which goods are conveyed 
a portion of the way by water and the remainder, at a considerable 
cost, overland to Nanning. Kwangsi itself has no coast line. 
From Nauning the goods are distributed through western 
Kwangsi and eastern Yunnan. The trade of Pakhoi, in 1895, 
amounted to 3,813,063 taels. As trade suffered in 1895, the 
figures for 1893 are fairer, 7.c., 4,275,707 taels. Of this trade, the 
greater part must, perhaps, be credited to the region under survey. 
In 1889 Lung-chow, in western Kwangsi, on the border of Tonkin, 
was opened, as a result of French diplomacy, with the hope of 
diverting a part of the trade to French Indo-China. 

The American Consul at Shanghai goes on to say “It may 
appear strange that, with a treaty provision existing since 1858 
permitting the shipment of goods inland on transit passes by the 
payment of a small extra tax (25 per cent.) at the port of entry, 
the likin stations should have been able to so seriously interfere 
with the river traffic. Provincial officials in China, however, 
exercise great authority, and as they depend very largely upon 
the likin dues for the support of the local government, they could 
not consent to give way, even where the treaty demanded it, unless 
some compensation were offered. That this has been the chief 
obstacle to commerce is shown by the fact that when an arrange- 
ment was effected in 1891, by which the granting of transit passes 
was allowed, the sudden development of trade was startling. This 
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was especially seen in greatly invreased imports of American flour 
and kerosene and foreign cotton goods. After a few months, the 
granting of passes was again forbidden, and trade immediately 
declined to insignificant dimensions until 1895, when the privilege 
was restored and the demand for foreign goods once more 
assumed phenomenal proportions.” 

Kwangsi is one of the most sparsely populated provinces of 
China, It ranks next to Kansuh in this respect. It contains 
some 78,250 square miles, and a population estimated in 1890 at 
7,500,000 ; but only a small proportion of tne province is capable 
0: cultivation,the country being rugged and mountainous, It is not 
a wealthy province, though the people must not be considered as 
extremely poor. By the devastation of the Taiping rebellion, 
which had its origin in this province, it was largely depopulated 
and many of its industries destroyed. The three provinces— 
Yunnan, Kwangsi, and Kweichow--lying together in the south- 
western corner of China,—are alike in this respect that they are 
rich in natural resources, inhabited largely by aboriginal tribes, 
and have been laid waste by rebellion (Yunnan by the Moham- 
medan rebellion in 1855-1873), from which they have not yet 
recovered. The mountains of Kwangsi are reported rich in 
minerals—gold, silver, copper, iron and coal—while Kweichow, in 
addition to these, has tie richest quicksilver deposits known to 
the world, and Yunnan furnishes copper and salt. As yet, how- 
ever, the mines are but little worked. The other products of Kwangsi 
are rice, maize, sugar, cassia, lignea, aniseed, aniseed oil, vegetable 
oil, and valuable timber An attempt™has been made recently to 
revive the silk industry, but without much success, Aniseed trees 
are cultivated and the oil drawn off by distillation, a trade which 
is steadily growing and which promises to attain very large pro- 
portions. In 1894 the trade in aniseed and aniseed oil amounted 
to £85,600. 

The Lyons Commercial Mission do not appear to have been 
favourably impressed with the prospect of opening up trade in 
south-western China via the West River, and a member of the 
Mission, writivg to the “ Débats,’’ states that there is no doubt of 
the superiority of the Red River route, and this in spite of the 
difficulties of navigation, sume of which he is of opinion could be 
easily remedied. The whole of the South of Yunnan, as far as the 
capital, has been hitherto furnished from Mengtz, but some of the 
traffic is by land via Pehseh, and not by the Red River route, 
though much should be turned to the advantage of the latter. 

The same writer further states that the West River traverses a 
poor region, the aspect of the towns does not impress one, and at 
Wuchow there is not a single shop or warehouse of any import- 
ance, and no European goods in evidence. As far as Nanning, up 
the Yu-kiang, only two towns of importance are passed, Sun- 
chow-fu and Hwai-yuen, The plain of Yu-kiang 1s fairly well 
cultivated, but the land, which is poor and dry, cannot produce 
much besides rice and sugar, which are not exported. European 
doos are rare, petroleum and cetten yarn making the best show. 
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From Yunnan the merchants of Nanning receive opium, tin, 
copper, mercury ; and Tonquin furnishes aniseed. 

Nanning, referred to above, isan important market town, with an 
estimated population of 40,000, a little below the confluence of the 
Yu-kiang and the Tso-kiang, about 95 miles in a direct line from 
Pakhoi, with which port it carries on an important export trade in 
leather hides, essential oils, and star aniseed. The export of 
aniseed oil, according to a report of H.M. Consul at Pakhoi, was 
some 20 per cent. more in 1896 than in any previous year, but the 
essential oils’ trade has been entirely in the hands of Chinese 
merchants established at Pakhoi, and it is imaginable that the 
opening of the West River, while directing this trade from that 
port, may afford foreigners an apportunity of cutting into it. The 
same report states that a considerable quantity of leather, apart 
from hides, produced in Kwangsi, now comes to 
Pakhoi for shipment, instead of going as formerly by Wuchow and 
Canton : the likin on this route being less than that on the West 
River. Its export represented rather over 4,500/. for the past year, 
but, in the future, it will presumably lapse back to the West 
River whence it came. 

From various reports of the Lyons Commercial Mission, which 
have been published from time to time in the “ Débats,” the French 
appear also to have hope of attracting a considerable portion of the 
Yunnan and Szechuan trade via Mengtz and Lakai down the Red 
River to Tonkinese ports. 

Under the provisions of the supplementary convention between 
China and France of the 20th June, 1895, a French consulate was 
opened at Szumao, on the borders of Tonkin and Yunnan, early in 
August, 1896, and a vice-consulate, subordinate to the Mengtz con- 
sulate, was established in the same month at Hokow, a small village 
in Yunnan, opposite Laokai, on the left bank of the Red River, at 
its junction with the Nan-hsi River. 

The French, in their endeavour to divert the trade of the 
south-western provinces of China down the Red River and through 
Tonkin to their own port of Haiphong on the delta of that stream, 
are likewise attempting to obtain some of the Kwang-Si trade 
through Lungchow by the construction of a narrow-guage railway 
to the border. 

The acting Commissioner of Customs at Lungchow as long ago 
as 1895 wrote in his Report for that year as follows :— 

“The native merchant of that part of China, not knowing French 
and ignorant of the proper Customs’ procedure in Tonkin, is not 
likely to make the trial of getting goods via that country. 

“Should the projected railway line to Lungchow be completed, the 
difference in the cost of transport by carrier and by rail will be 
great ; in fact, the cost of carrying a picul of cotton yarn by rail 
from Langson to Lungchow would not exceed 40 cents, while by 
carrier it is2dols. In 1895 the line was completed to Langson 
within 13 miles of Nacham, from which place there is water com- 
munication with Lungchow, and last year by convention with the 
Chinese government, it was agreed to carry the road over the 
border into Kwangsi.” 
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With reference to this line the Commissioner at Lungchow in 
his report for 1896 just issued states that a contract was signed at 
Pekin on the 5th June, 1896, giving to the Compagnie Fives-Lille 
of France the privilege of constructing a railway from Lungchow 
to the Tonkinese frontier, a distance by road of about 35 miles, 
the Tonkin authorities, on their side, at the same time continuing 
their line from Langson to the Chinese frontier (about 11 miles), 
and widening the existing track from 60 centimetres to a metre 
gauge. The engineers of the company arrived on the spot on the 
1st November, 1896, and the preliminary surveys were begun. 
Under the contract the work is to be completed in three years. 
The Commissioner says :—“For over half its length the line will 
run, in valley or on plain, over ground presenting no difficulties, 
and for the rest of the distance, though the country is rough, it is 
probable that there are no such obstacles as to call for great 
engineering works. For the time being the line will stop on the 
river bank, and there will be no bridging required, but the present 
terminus is situated in direct relation to a future bridge over the 
river at Lungchow. 

“Tt is not the Kwangsi-Tonkin trade which the railway is built 
to carry. This direct traffic is of no great importance, and no en- 
couragement could probably make it amount to more than a few 
hundred thousand taels in value yearly. The raison d’étre of the 
line is to capture the trade—now amounting to about 3 million 
taels annually—which enters China by the gate of Pakhoi, and 
thence passes for consumption into the provinces of Kwangsi and 
Yunnan. The die is cast, the work is taken in hand, and it would 
be useless to forecast the probabilities of actual commercial success 
or non-success ; but it may be permitted to indicate briefly the 
conditions which will promote or retard a favourable issue. 

“First, time is not important in China, and other thirgs being equal. 
water transport will always be preferred for its cheapness, and the 
magnificent waterway of the West River, extending navigably to 
the extreme western limit of Kwangsi, will ever be a formidable 
competitor to the railway. Secondly, with a short line of railway 
such as was advocated in the Pakhoi Trade Report for 1889, Pakhoi 
would have an even chance of retaining its transit trade. Thirdly, 
Lungchow has a slight advantage in the fact that imports there 
pay only seven-tenths of the full Tariff Duty, and exports pay six- 
tenths of the full duty. Fourthly, the cost of transport by the 
Lungchow railway must be reduced to its lowest figure. The 
present terminus of the line is at Phulangthuong, 12 miles N.E. 
of the trading town of Bacninh on the Red River, and the rate for 
first-class merchanaise from that point to Langson, a distance of 
63 miles, is 11 dols. per ton, a rate which would not be exceeded by 
the cost of land transport by coolies on the plain in a populous part 
of China ; these rates must be considerably reduced if the railway 
is to compete with the alternative routes. Fifthly, the carriers 
must issue through bills of lading, must attend to all handling, 
and conform to all legal requirements by the way, and oust deliver 
his goods at Lungchow without trouble to the consignee. Sixthly, 


554 THE OPENING UP OF SOUTH-WESTERN CHINA. [Nov. 1897. 


the right of free traffic through Tonkin must be accorded. The 
egent of the merchant in, say, Yunnan, will go to that mart in 
which he can best and most cheaply fill the whole of his indent, 
and for the present he will continue to go to Hongkong. in 
time, after he has become accustomed to accompanying his 
goods through Tonkin, he may be persuaded that he can do better 
and buy cheaper in Haiphong; but he will be influenced by these 
considerations only, and will not ask if the goods are French, 
English, or German manufacture. If then, buying elsewhere, he 
is shut out from Tonkin by a hostile tariff, he will select, or 
resume, anotker route to reach his market, and the route by 
Haiphong and Lungchow will be for him as if it did not exist.” 

Since the above repurt was written, the ports on the West River 
have been opened to trade, a fact which, as previously shown, 
while probably exerting an unfavourable influence on the trade of 
Pakhoi, must also compete in a marked manner with the French 
projects for trade along the Red River route. 

According to the “‘ Temps,” European merchants have decided 
to make their vessels enter the West River at the Na-tao mouth 
and go to Wuchow without passing either by Canton or Samsui. 
The Customs at Wuchow, opened since June 4ih, and its annexe 
at Nanning, are, therefore, placed in different conditions to 
Shanghai and the Yangtzse, since the Maritime Customs at Canton 
will not be able to supervise goods imported or exported direct. 
through the Na-tao mouth. 

It may be noted that the Hong Kong, Canton and Macao Co, 
are now running boats regularly between Canton and Wuchow, 
calling at Komchuk, Samsui, Shiuhing and Takhing. The vessels 
make the trip in about 23 to 30 hours, according’to tides and 
current. The passage money is 10 dols. for the trip either way. 

The American Vice-Consul at Canton states that the people at 
Wuchow are friendly, and that the utmost goodwill prevails. 
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XIV.—A NEW CHINESE STEAMSHIP COMPANY. 


The “ North China Herald,”’ in its issue of 24th September last, 
states that two brothers, natives of Canton, of the name of Lo, thie 
elder a Hanlin in literary rank, and an expectant prefect of Kiangsi, 
and the younger an M.A. and an expectant magistrate of Szechuan, 
have recently obtained permission from the Tsungli Yamen to travel 
in the “Southern Ocean,” ie, the Straits Settlements, Saigon, 
Penang, Batavia, and the Philippine Islands, etc., where their 
fellow provincials number over half-a-million, many of whom are 
men of influence and great wealth, in order to induce the latter to 
take shares in a projected steamship company under the Chinese 
flag to trade between Chinese southern ports, namely Foochow, 
Amoy, Swatow, Hainan Island and Canton, and the ports named 
above in the southern seas. 

The present intention is to carry passengers and cargo from 
China to these ports, but as there is very little return 
freight or passenger traffic for the steamers, they will, for the most 
part, call at Saigon fora cargo of rice. Of course, matters can only 
be definitely settled after the petitioners shall have visited all the 
above-named ports and consulted with the Chinese merchants oa 
‘the spot; but the aim will be to make the charges for passengers 
‘and cargo lower than the usual rates in order to secure support. 

he steamers for the proposed company will all be so built as to 
enable them to be made into fast cruisers in times of emergency, 
or transports for carrying troops and supplies, as has been the case 
with the present China Merchants S.N. Co, It is also intended to 
drill and train the officers and crews of the new steamers so that 
they may be useful as a reserve to the [mperiai navy, or to work 
their own ships in time of war without the necessity of taking in 
new crews from the naval administration. 

The Commission issued by the Viceroy of Chihli and Super- 
intendent of Trade for the Peiyang granting the desired permission, 
concluded as follows :— 

“As the schemes mentioned are for the benefit of the 
people of China, and as the Chinese have never atteupted 
to compete with foreigners in the ocean-carrying tradv, ete., 
and, morover, as all such tend to the development and 
progress of this Empire, I agree with the Tsungli Yamén Ministers 
that the petitioners should be encouraged in their efforts, and they 
are theretore hereby given this commission and are empowered to 
travel to the places indicated in their petition at their own expense. 
The local officials, through whose territories the said petitioners 
shall pass or sojourn in, are hereby commanded to give them all 
help and assistance in the matter.” 
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XV.—NEW TRADE ROUTE TO EASTERN PERSIA. 


In areport to the Foreign Office, by Mr. C. E. Yate, H.M.Consul- 
General at Meshed (Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 2,008), it is 
stated that most of the tea, piece goods, and other British imports 
from India to Meshed have taken the route of Bandar Abbas, a port 
on the Persian Gulf—proceeding via Kirman to Meshed, a total 
distance of 966 miles, which can be traversed in 46 marches of 
21 miles each, but camels take from 75 to 90 days, and consign- 
nents are often delayed in transit for a Jong time owing to :— 

. Difficulties with the Customs cflicials at the port; 

. Laziness of forwarding agents ; 

. Transport not being procurable always at Bandar Abbas or 
Kirman ; 

. Unsatisfactory arrangements with the carriers ; 

. The goods changing hands three times en route ; 

. Delays in getting fresh transport ; and 

. Interference and unjust demands of Customs officials at 
intermediate stations. 

With a view to removing all these obstacles which traders 
have to contend with on this and all other roads to Khorasan, and 
in order to improve British trade, the Government of India made 
arrangements in December, 1896, to open a new, direct, and easy 
trade route between India and Eastern Peisia. This route starts 
from Quetta and passes as follows :— 


Whe 


| 
Names of Places. 
1 
Quttea- - - - - - 4 
Dalbandin - - - - - 110 
- - - - - + 
Koh-i-Malik Sidh- - - - - = 
- - - - - - 
Nasirdbéd (Sistin) - - -  - : 
Birjand - - - - - + = 
Turbat-i-Haidari - - - 137 7 
Mehed- - - - - - - | 
Total - 1,092 53 


Averaging 204 miles each. 


The distance from Quetta to Meshed is thus seen to be 
1,092 miles, or 53 stages averaging 204 miles each. 

Under the orders of the Government of India, wells have been 
dug at convenient intervals, and levy posts established at different 
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stages ll along the road to secure the safety of caravans, and to 
facilitate their traffic through the desert tracts. 

As the new road passes entirely through territory which is 
under British control as far as the border of Sistan, the caravans, 
have no fear of the imposition of heavy dues by Afghan officials 
or of Baluch raids. Camel grazing and wood are procurable at 
every stuge, and grass at most; while arrangements are being 
made for the provision of grain also. Cheap camel transport is 
available at Quetta, in Sistan, and at other places on the road. 
Although the distance is 126 miles longer than that of the Bandar 
Abbas-Kirman route, yet the journey would only occupy about 
two months (including halts), instead of at least 75 days or three 
months taken by camels by the Bandar Abbas-Kirman route. 
Besides this,the sea voyage from Karachi to Bandar Abbas would be 
avoided, as well as the obstacles, troubles, and inconveniences 
mentioned above, which are often experienced on the Bandar 
Abbas-Kirman road. With proper forwarding agents at Quetta, 
and carriers engaged for the whole journey, which could be easily 
arranged, the goods would come from Quetta to Meshed without 
changing hands or delay in transit, as there are no towns on the 
road and no Customs officials to interfere with caravans. The 
Customs official on the Sistan frontier would give passes free of 
charge to the carriers, and 5 per cent. ad valorem duty would be 
paid at Meshed. 

The road is already showing signs of becoming very popular, 
and is likely to expand British Indian trade with Sistan and 
Khorasan to a great extent. 

As the Peshawar tea merchants residing at Bokhara are taking 
great interest in it, and might decide to import their tea from 
India to Bokhara by this route instead of the Batoum route, there 
is probably a great future in store for it. 

The total value of British imports into Meshed from India vi@ 
Bombay and Bandar Abbas during the year 1896-7 amounted to 
89,5471. only. This represents a falling-off of 109,620/. as com-. 
pared with those of the year before. 
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XVI.—REGULATIONS FOR THE COMMERCIAL 
MUSEUM IN JAPAN (continued). 


With reference to the regulations for the Commercial Museum 
in Japan, which were published on p. 421 of the last number of 
the “ Board of Trade Journal,’ the following additional regula- 
tions relating to the exhibition of articles in the Museum have 
been forwarded to the Foreign Office by H.M. Chargé d’Affaires 
at Tokio :— 

Art. ]..—Any person desiring to exhibit articles in this Museum 
must present to the Museum authorities an application, accom- 
panied by an inventory and detailed statement of each article, 
written in Japanese, English, German, or French, in accordance 
with certain specified forms. 

When several articles not of kindred nature are to be sent in bv 
one exhibitor, they must be properly classified before being 
forwarded. 

Art. I1.—After due examination, the Museum authorities will 
communicate their judgment to the applicant as to the suitability 
of his articles for exhibition. 

Art. III.—As early as possible after receiving notice of approval, 
the articles must be forwarded securely packed. 

Each package must be marked “Commercial Samples,” and 
addressed to ‘“‘ The Commercial Museum, Department of Agricul- 
ture and Commerce, Tokio,” with the name and address of the 
exhibitor appended. 

Art. IV.—The exhibitor must prepare a list and place it within 
the package, and a receipt will be forwarded to the exhibitor, 
provided that the names and number of the articles contained in 
the package agree with those approved under Art. IT., and that 
any articles not so agreeing, or found damaged on arrival, shall 
nt be placed on exhibition. 

Art. V.-- Exhibitors may at any time apply to change any of 
their exhibits, or to have them returned. Similarly the Museum 
authorities may notify an exhibitor to withdraw or change any of 
his exhikits when occasion requires. 

Art. VI.—Any exhibits recognised to be of special importance 
or benefit may be purchased by the Museum authorities. 

Art. VII.—Exhibits may be accompanied by tables showing 
their yearly production and sales, and by trade-marks and covers 
generally used for packing them. 

Art. VIIi.—The choice of location for the display of exhibits 
shall solely remain in the hands of the Museum authorities, 

Art. IX.—Details relating to the exhibition of articles may be 
undertaken by the Museum authorities, or by agents of the 
exhibitors, if such agents are located in the cities of Tokio, 
Yokohama, or Kobe ; in that case the names of such agents must be 
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communicated to the authorities at the time of forwarding the 
exhibits. 

Art. X.—Exhibitors may, by consent of the authorities, arrange 
their own exhibits; and, when deemed necessary, the Museum 
authorities may notify exhibitors to do so. 

Art. XI.—Exhibitors are only required to defray packin2 ex- 
penses and freight charges to and from the Museum ; all expenses 
needed for arranging exhibits shall be borne by the Museum funds, 
which also may, under special circumstances, be used to defray 
freight char; es, 

Art. XII.—For exhibition of specially valuable articles the 
Museum authorities may, when deemed necessary, pay the‘rent. 

Art. XIII—Exhibitors may, by consent of the authorities, 
place special decorations around their exhibits, or place them in 
decorated cases, wholly at their own expense. 

Art. XTV.—In the absence of special conditions, as mentioned 
in Art XL, any package for which freight charges have not been 
prepaid shall not be accepted, If the sender of such package is 
not known, the Museum authorities shall have power to deal with 
it at their discretion. 

Art. XV.—The Museum authorities shall take proper precau- 
tions for tLe safe preservation of all exhibits, but shall in no way 
be held responsible for damaye, stain, or loss caused by water, fire 
robbery, or any other unaveidable cause, 

Art. XVI.—When the applications for space for exhibits 
become too aumerous, or for any reason deemed necessary, the 
Museum authorities may temporarily decline to receive or arrange 
exhibits. 

Art. XVII.—In regard to exhibits of machinery, only smal 
articles shall be allowed fer the present. 

Art, XVIII.—The presenta‘ion of articles specified in Article I. 
of the Regulations of the Museum sliall be regulated in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the Articles L, IX., X., XIL, XIV. 
and XY. of the same Regulations, 


560 THE FOREIGN TRADE OF BRITISH INDIA. __[Nov. 1897. 


XVII.—THE FOREIGN TRADE OF BRITISH INDIA. 

The following account of the foreign sea-borne trade of British 
India during the year ended 31st March 1897, is taken from the 
report of Mr. J. E. O’Connor, Director-General of Statistics to the 
Government of India dated the 18th September last. 

The imports and exports of the year 1896-97 are set out below 
in comparison with those of the preceding two vears. 


IMPORTS. | 1894-95. 1895-96. 1896-97. 
| Rx. Rx. Rx. 
Merchandise -| 70,167,438 69,316,395 71,914,697 
Gold - 1,756,280 5,029,269 4,491,179 
Silver - | 7,802,727 8,329,716 8,584,174 
Total - - - -| 179,726,445 82,675,380 84,990,050 
EXPorts. 1894-95. 1895-96. 1896-97. 
Foreign Merchandise - - 5,057,414 4,717,516 4,033,637 
RE-EXPORTED. 
Indian Merchandise - ° -| 103,757,585 109,545,624 99,880,660 
Gold - - 6,730,374 2,503,317 2,200,141 
Silver - 1,427,643 1,728,984 2,725,750 


Total Exports’ - - - -| 116,973,016 118,495,441 | 108,840,188 


The total value of the foreign trade in 1895-6 reached 
Rx. 201,170,821, and in 1896-7 the value was Rx. 193,830,238, a 
decline of Rx. 7,340,583 being 3°6 per cent. A much greater 
decline in the face of such a disastrous combination of conditions 
might reasonably have been expected. But the year was singular 
in other respects too, Although the export trade was depressed 
even in the first half of the year, and went from bad to worse in 
the second half, the exchange value of the rupee gradually 
hardened instead of falling, and the rate of discount also, for the 
reasons already stated, increased as trade prospects became more 
gloomy. In former times of famine too a noticeable feature in 
trade was the flow of gold from India; but last year the flow was 
reversed and India absorbed almost as much gold as on the 
average of prosperous years. 

' The figures appended show how sharply the trade declined in 
the second half of the year, with the first month of which both 
famine and plague declared themselves to be epidemic. 


Imports. | Exports. 

Rx. | Rx. 
April to September, 1895 - - - 88,014,446 54,415,832 
April ,, mse - 42,814,471 | ‘52,771,838 
October, 1895, to March, 1896 - . 44,660,934 | 64,079,609 
October, 1896, to March, 1897 - - 42,175,579 | 56,068,350 
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The trade in cotton goods recovered from the decline which 
marked the year 1895-6, and_ imports were very active in the first 
half of the year. 

While the famine had the effect of preventing or reducing the 
natural expansion of many articles, it had the effect of increasing 
the importations of food-grains to an extent unknown for many 
years, 

The fluctuations of the import trade in the last three years, as 
indicated by the subjoined figures, are of some interest. 


1894-5. 1895-6. 1896-7. 

Cotton goods... ... 32,673,628 ... 25,755,872 ... 29,750,175 
All other imported 

merchandise ... 37,493,810 ... 43,560,523 ... 42,164,522 


The trade in cottons in 1895-6 declined by 21 per cent. and 
increased last year by 154 per cent. The trade in all other articles 
of imported merchandise increased in 1895-6 by 16 per cent. to 
fall last year by 3 percent. While imported merchandise increased, 
the export trade declined heavily. 

The re-exports of imported merchandise were smaller than they 
had been for years, in consequence of the interruption caused by 
the plague to the business of Bombay, where the bulk of the re- 
export trade is carried on. 

In the exports of Indian merchandise, attention is first directed 
to the decline in the exports of wheat, the trade having been 
reduced to almost the lowest level short of extinction ; the trade 
was indeed practically extinct during the second half of the year, 
and has so continued up to the present. The continuance of the 
high level of prices which has prevailed since September, 1896, 
precludes any hope of the proximate revival of the trade. But if 
the present rains continue to be favourable, and they are followed 
by an average liarvest, there will be a fall in prices, and with a 
fair spring crop the shipments of wheat next year should again be 
extensive, and, having regard to prices in Europe, highly profitable. 

The export of rice and of other food grains was also small. 
The whole quantity of rice, wheat and other food-grains and pulse 
shipped from India in the year was only 1,591,000 tons, the 
average of the four preceding years (three of them not being good 
years for wheat), having been 2,186,000 tons. 

The export of oilseeds declined for the same reasons which 
influenced the decline in the export of food-grains. For the last 
two years the trade in linseed and rapeseed has been reduced by 
failure of the crops, to a very low level, and during the year the 
trade in two other important oilseeds, jinjili (sesamum) and earth- 
nuts, was seriously restricted from the same cause ; it also affected 
the exports of cotton, coffee, indigo, and oils. 

There was some set-off in an increased export of cotton yarn, 
jute, and jute goods, tea, sugar, and some other articles, but, as 
a whole, the exports of Indian merchandise diminished by about 
Rx9,665,000, being nearly 9 per cent. 
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‘The aggregate trade of the year—imports and exports together 
—is stated below, with the trade of the five preceding years, 


Excluding Govern-| Including Govern- 
ment Transactions. | ment Transactions. 


Rx. Rx. 
1891—92 - - - - - - 192,489,315 195,615,322 
1892—93 - - - - - - 193,079,831 196,829,486 
1893—94 - - - - - 202,854,540 206,086,249 
1894—95 - - - - - - 196,699,461 200,250,050 
1895—96 - - - - - - 201,170,821 204,899,288 
1896—97 - - - - . - 193,830,238 198,110,103 


The excess of exports over imports, which reached the large sum 
of Rx 37.2 millions in 1894-5 and Rx 35.8 millions in 1895-6 
fell to Rx 23.8 millions last year. 

Indian trade with countries possessing a gold standard of 
currency was last year 74 per cent of the whole trade, countries 
with a silver standard having 2¢ per cent. Amongst the Jatter 
are inclu‘ied Japan, which country with its greatly expanding 
trade with India must in future be reckoned amongst the gold 
standard countries, and Russia, which country should also in 
future be treated as a gold-standard country. 

Indian trade with the United Kingdom, in merchandise onlv, was 
about 47 per cent. of the trade with the world in merchaudise. 
This was Jarger than in 1895-6, but there was a small reduction 
in the trade, the value being Rx83,035,000 against Rx83,304,000, 
Indian trade with other countries as a whole having declined in 
greater proportion than the trade with the United Kingdom. 
Japan is the only country with which the trade has noticeably 
increased, though a larger business was done with Russia and 
Australia. With the Continent of Europe, and the United States 


trade was much restricted, and there was also a contraction in the 
trade with China. 


XVIIIL—THE SHIPPING OF CAPE COLONY. 


The “Cape Argus” of August 18 last gives particulars of the 
shipping revenue and expenditure of the chief harbours of Cape 
Colony—viz. Mossel Bay, Simon’s Bay, Algoa Bay, (Port 
Elizabeth), Table Bay, (Cape Town), and East London, taken from 
the annual reports of the respective Harbour Boards for 1896. 

The following extract will indicate the work done during the 
year :— 

Mossel Bay.—The number of steamers that called at this port 
in 1896 was 202, as against 176 for 1895, and there were six sailing 
vessels as against 7 for 1895. 1,137 passengers were landed, and 
1,357 were shipped. 20,929 tons of cargo were landed. The 358 
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cases of ostrich feathers shipped to London were valued at 127,874. 
as against 96,200/. for the 275 cases of feathers shipped in 1895. 
The Secretary of the Harbour Board reports that most of the items 
show a satisfactory increase, while wharfage receipts during 1896 
were 1,844/. 13s. 3d. against 1,463/. 9s. 10d. in 1895, an increase 
of 3810. 3s. 5d. 

Simon's Bay.—The road leading to the pier has been put into 
thorough repair. Very extensive repairs have also been effected to the 
wharf, which is in very good order. An additional light has been 
erected on the pier, which is much aj-preciated by the shipping. 
The arrivals at the port during 1896 were :—Fifteen British men- 
of-war of a total tonnage of 36,991, three steamers (3,695 tons) 
and seven sailing vessels (7,332 tons). 

Algoa Bay (Port Elizabeth).—The total work of this port in 
landing an‘ shipping for the year 1896 was 819,614 tons (inclu- 
sive of water, ballast, and transhipments), or 334,336 tons more 
than in the preceding year 1895. The general merchandise landed 
was 374,212 tons, being an increase of 99,212 tons on the last 
year, or an increased percentage of 27 per cent. All other goods 
landed show an increase of—Lumber, 59,259 tons ; coal, 53,574 
tons ; railway materials, 77,119 tons. Explosives landed at the 
creek in 1896 shows an increase of 5,472 tons, or 41 per cent. over 
the preceding year. The tonnage of cargo shipped during the past 
year exceeded that in 1895 by 34,395 tons, or 26 per cent., 
namely :—Produce and merchandise, 7,130 tons, water, ballast 
and transhipments, 27,265 tons. During the year 1896, 40 vessels 
caine alongside the jetties and were rapidly discharged, many of 
them taking, in return, cargo, water, and ballast. This is an increase 
of 22 vessels over 1895. The estimated revenue and expenditure 
account fur 1897 on maintenance and working shows :—Revenue, 
265,170/.; and expenditure. 195,485. 

The following are the works which are now being arranged for 
execution :—New approach to North Jetty, 23,0007; South Jetty 
extension, widening, etc., 52,0007; new third jetty, 54,000/ ; 
extension ef north embankment and reclamation of land behind it 
(additional), 20,5007; and patent slip (additional) 5,000/. An 
important change has been effected during the past year in the 
mode of carrying out the landing, shipping and delivery of goods 
at Port Elizabeth, by placing the whole control of these services under 
the Harbour Beard, assisted by the Associated Boating Companies 
as contractors for the service afloat, and by the Railway Depart- 
ment and their cartage contractors for the shore portion of the 
work, with the result that the Board has been enabled to effect a 
substantial reduction to the general public in the former cost of 
such services. This system has now been in operation since 
1st September, 1896, and is exhibiting very satisfactory results. 

Table Bay (Cape Town).—The number of vessels docked during 
the year was 897, against 765 in 1895, an increase in number of 
132; while the tonnage increased from 1,596,400 to 1,936,096, or 
339,696 tons. The size of vessels visiting the port continued to 
increase, the average being 2,147 tons, against 2,087 tons in the 
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previous year. The number of arrivals in the bay, exclusive of 
small craft under 50 tons, was 890, with a tonnage of 2,210,657, 
against 777, with a tonnage of 1,854,367 in 1895, au increase of 
113 in number and of 356,290 in tonnage. The number of 
passengers inwards was 40,816, an increase of 14,526. 23 vessels 
were taken into the Graving Dock, representing a decrease of 
10,181 tons, and an income of 5,168/. as against 7,530/. in 1895. 
There was an increase ou the Patent Slip receipts of 1017. The 
following figures are given under the heading “ Revenue ”:—The 
collection for the year amounted to 160,500/. against 131,175/. in 
1895, and when reimbursements for work done and material sold, 
refunds and land sold, are deducted, the net revenue is found to be 
145,302/. against 116,227/. an increase of £9,0752. The expendi- 
ture amounted to 241,200/. 16s. 10d. Since the commencement of 
the works in 1860 the expenditure charged to construction has 
amounted to 2,288,3517. 6s. 1d. of which the Board have received 
on Ican accountl, 659,854/ , leaving a balance derived from revenue 
and other sources of 628,497/. 6s. 1d. 

East London.—¥From the tonnage statement in the report of 
the East London Harbour Board it appears that 298,134 tons 
were handled at the wharf in 1896, as against 259,842 tons in 
1895, being an increase of 38,292 tons. 

The railway tonnage of goods forwarded during 1896 amounted 
to 170,872 tons, an increase of 19,609 tons over that of the year 
1895. The increases were in traffic forwarded to East London, 
King William’s Town, and the Orange Free State of 32,464, and 
the decrease of traffic was, to the Transvaal, 12,002 tons, to all 
other stations 853 tons. There were increases in the exports of 
scoured wool, grease, and hair, and there were decreases in hides 
and skins, bran and beans, and washed wool. The Board’s main- 
tenance credit balance on December 31 last was 21,954/. 10s. 10d. 


XIX.—IMPORT DUTIES ON CYCLES IN BRITISH 
POSSESSIONS. 
The following statement shows the amount of duty levied on 
cycles, and parts thereof, on importation into various British 
possessions :— 


Colony or Possession. Description of Article. Duty. 
British India - Cycles and component 
“thereo, accessories 0 ail 5 % ad val. 
in - - 
Ceylon Cycles, parte, etc. 6 % ” 
- - | Cycles - - - - 4, 
Rubber tyres - - - - 2% 
Seamless steel tubes - - - 0% » 
Steel for the manufacture o: 
bicycle chain, when imported 
by the manufacturers of 
bicycle chain for use in the 
manofacture thereof in their 
own factories - - - - Free. 
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Colony or Possession. Description of Article. Duty. 
Canvas or tabric not frictionized 
for the manufacture of bicycle 
tyres when imported by the 
manufacturers of bicycle tyres 
for use exclusively in the 
manufacture thereof in their 
own factories- - - - Free. 
Bellsandgongs- - - 80 % 
Lamps - - - - - 80 % 
Wire cloth, brass and copper - 25 % 
[Note; The duties on the 
products of countries entitled to 
the benefits of the Reciprocal 
Tariff are 4 less until the 30th 
June, 1898, inclusive, and 3 less 
on and after 1st July, 1898.] 
Newfoundland - Cycles and kindred goods- - 30 % ad val. 
British Honduras -|Cycles - - - - = 10% 
West Indies : 
Bahamas - | Cycles 5s. each. 
Barbados - 10 % ad val. 
Bermuda -_ -| Bicyles with wheels of not less 
than 18 in. in diameter- - 10s. each. 
© « 5°), ad Zval. 
Jamaics - + | Cycles and cycle material and 
sundries - 124 % ad val. 
Lamps not exceeding 10a. in 
value and india-rubber goods Free 
Leeward Islands: 
Antigua - -|Cycles - - - - 10 % *ad val, 
Monteerrat - - a 10%° ,, 
rini obago cles, parts, etc. - - - ” 
Turks and Caicos - = Free 
Windward Islands : 
Grenada - -| Cycles 74 %* ad val. 
St.Lucia - ia 15% ad val. 
[With an additional charge of 
15% ad val. on the duty so 
leviable. 
St. Vincent - - | Cycles, &c.—except wire cloth, 
whichisfree- - - - 10 % ad.val. 
(With an additional charge of 
; 10% on the duty eo leviable.] 
British South Africa: 
Cape Colony Cycles - ° - 9% 
Natal - - - »» and parts and accessories 5% » 
Mauritius - - - », materials for same (except 
indiarubber), and accessories - 10% » 
Indiarubber - - ~- perl00kilos| Re.17 60c 
British Weet Africa : 
Gambia- - Cycles 74 % ad val. 
Gold Coast - -|‘*Velocipedes”- - - - 
Lagos - - -| Cycles and parte, and accessories 
thereof - - - - - 5 % ad val. 
Sierra Leone - 2 ” ” ” - 10 % 
Australasia : 
New South Wales - | Cycles “ Free. 
Northern Territory 15 % ad val. 


* With an additional charge of 334 °/, on the duty so leviable. 
+ With an additional charge of 10 °/, on the duty so leviable. 
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Colony or Possession. 


Description of Article. 


Duty. 


Australasia (contd ) : 
Queensland - 


South Australia 


Western Australia 
Victoria - 


Tasmania - 
New Zealand - 


Cyprus - 


TThe following parts and ac. 
cessories, rough and unfinished, 
areadmitted free, into Queens- 
land, viz.: Brackets, luge, fork 
| sides, rims, chain wheels and 
chain rings, hubs, handle-bars, 
stems and T pieces, crowns and 
' crown plates, spokes, fork avd 
| tube strengtheners, steel stamo- 
| ings and forgings. ] 
- Cycles 2 
| Material,part- 
| [The duty i is levied on the net 
amount of invoice, wit: 10 % 
- added.] 
- - - - - 
| Cycles - 
| [The following finished compo- 
| nent parts of bicycles, tricycles, 
and similar vehicles (such parts 
not being brazed or joined 
together) are admitted free into 
Victoria,viz. :—bearing brackete, 
chain wheels and axles, cranke, 
steel balls,bail heads, including 
fork ends, luge, seat luge, back fork 
ends or lugs. brazed or solid 
drawn fork sides, nipples, pedals, 
stampings of all parts of cycles 
in the rough or partially finished, 
| steel rims for pneumatic or other 
| tvres, steel spukes, handle ends, 
all rubber goode exclusively used 
in the manufacture of cycles and 
| cycle tyres, all fittings and parts 
, used in the manufacture of pneu- 
/matie tyres, cycle lamps, and 
"bells. ] 
- Cycles - 
- Bicycles and tricycles - - 


| Parts and accessories - - - 


Carriages ” - 
_ ismort probable, er, 
that cycles would come under the 
head of ‘‘ ganeral,” at 5 %.] 
Gutta percha or india rubber, or 
— of, in whole or 
opart - 
and cycle materiale - 


15 % ad val. 


23% 


Free 


15 %ad val. 
10% 


2% 

20% 15 
Part free, 

and part ad 
val, 20% 


10 % ad val. 


| 
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XX.—NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF CANADA. 
(Continued from page 426.) 


ScHEDULE B.—Free Goods.—(Continued). 


Article. 


523 


524 


525 


526 


532 


533 


534 
535 


= 


‘| Fibre, Mexican, natural, and tampico, or istle and vegetable 


fibres; fibrilla, flax fibre and flax tow; grass, Manilla, Esparto 

pb peers and other grasses, and pulp of, including fancy grasses, 

dried but not coloured or otherwise manufactured ; moss, Iceland, and 
other mosses, seagrass and seaweed, crude or in their natural state, or 
cleaned only; and kelp. 

Fire bricks, for use in processes of manufacture, or for manufacturing 
purposes. 

Fillets of cotton and rubber not exceeding seven inches wide when im- 
ported by and for the use of manufacturers of card clothing in their 
own factories. 

Fish hooks, for deep sea or lake fishing, not smaller in size than number 
2-0; bank, cod, pollock and mackerel fish lines; and mackerel, herring, 
salmon, seal, seine, mullet, net and trawl twine, in hanks, or 
coil, barked or not,—in variety of sizes and threads— including gilling 
thread in balls, and head ropes, barked marline and net morsels of 
cotton, hemp or flax, and deep sea fishing nets or seines, when used ex- 
clusively for the fisheries, and not to include hooks, lines or nets 
commonly used for sportsmen’s purposes. 

Flint, flint and ground flint stones ; felspar, cliff, chalk, china or Corn- 
wall _—— ground or unground; gravels; precious stones in the 
rough. 

Florist stock, viz :—palms, bulbs, corms, tubers, rhizomes, arucarias, 
Spirea, and lilies of the valley; seedling stock for grafting, viz :— 
plum, pear, peach and other fruit trees ; seeds, viz:—annato, beet, 
carrot, flax, turnip, mangold, mustard, sowing rape seed and mush- 
room spawn ; aromatic seeds which are not edible and are in a crude 
state, and not advanced in value or condition by grinding or refining 
or by any other process of manufacture, viz :—anise, anise star, carra- 
way, cardamon, coriander, cumin, fennel, and fenugreek ; seed pease 
and seed beans from Britain ; beans, viz :—tonquin, manilla and nux 
vomica, crude only, locust beans and locust bean meal, and cocoa 
beans, not roasted, crushed or ground ; fruits, viz :—bananas, plan- 
tains, pineapples, pomegranater, guavas, mangoes and shaddocks; wild 
blue-berries, wild strawberries, and wild raspberries ; and trees, n.e.s. 

Fossils, shells, tortoise and mother-of-pearl, and other shells 
unmanufactured. 

Foot-grease, being the refuse of cot‘on seed after the oil has been 
pressed out, but not when treated with alkalies ; and grease, rough, 

the refuse of animal! fat, for the manufacture of soap and oils only. 

Fur ekins of all kinds not dressed in any manner. 

Goldbeaters’ moulds and goldbeaters’ skins. 

Gums, viz. :—Amber, Arabic, Australian, copal, damar, elemy, Kaurie, - 
mastic, sandarac, Senegal, shellac; and white shellac in gum 
or flake, for manufacturing purposes and gum tragacanth, gum 
gedda and gum barbery. 

Hair, cleaned or uncleaned, but not curled, dyed or otherwise manu- 
factured ; and horsehair not further manufactured than simpl 
cleaned and dipped or dyed, imported by manufacturers of hairclot 
for use in the manufacture of euch article in their own factories. 

Hatters’ furs, not in the skio. and hatters’ plush of silk or cotton; and 
hatters’ bands (not cords), bindings, tips and sides, hat sweats and 
linings both tips and ides when imported by hat and cap manu- 
facturers for use in the manufacture of these articles only in their 
own 

Hemp, undressed. 

op paper, made on four cylinder machines and calendered to 
between 006 and ‘008 inch thickness fer the manufacture of shot 
shells ; primers for shot ehells and cartridges, and felb board sized 


and hydraulic pressed, and covered with paper or uncovered, for the 
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manufacture of gum wads, when such articies are imported b 
manufacturers of shot shells, cartridges and gun wads, to be u 
for these purposes only in their own factories, until such time as the 
said articles are manufactured in Canada, provided always that the 
said articles, when imported, shall be entered only at such port or 
ports as are named by the Comptroller of Customs and at no other 
place; samples of such articles to be furnished to the collector of 
the said port or ports by the Customs Department for the guidance 
of the officers when accepting free entries of such materials. 

Hides and skins, raw, whether dry, salted or pickled, and raw pelts. 

Hoofs, horn strips, horn and horn tips, in the rough, not polished, or 
otherwise manufactured than cleaned. 

Hoop iron not exceeding 3 inch in width and being 25 gauge and thin- 

. ner, used for the manufacture of tubular nute. 

ce. 

Indian corn, not for purposes of distillation and under customs 
regulation. 

Ingot moulds; iron sand or globules or iron shot and dry putty for 
polishing glass or granite. 

Iron or steel masts, or parts thereof, and iron or steel beams, angles 
sheets, plates, knees and cable chain for wooden, iron, stesl or com 
posite ships and vessels; and iron, steel or brass manufactures which 
at the time of their importation areofaclass or kind not manufactured 
in Canada, when imported for use in the construction or equipment 
of ships or vessels. 

Ivory and ivory nuts, piano-key ivories and veneers of ivory unmanu- 
factured. 

Junk, old. 

Jute and jute butts; and jute cloth, as taken from the loom, not coloured, 
cropped, mangled, pressed, calendered nor finished in any way. 

Jute, flax or hemp yarn, plain dyed or coloured, jute canvas, not pressed 
or calendered, when imported by the manufacturers of carpets, rugs 
and mats, jute webbing or jute cloth, hammocks, twines and floor 
oil cloth, for use in the manufacture of any of these articles only in 
their own factories. 

Lamp black and ivory black. 

Lastings, mohair cloth, or other manufactures of cloth, when imported 
by manufacturers of buttons for use in their own factories and 
woven or made in patterns of such size, shape and form, or cut in 
such manner as to be fit for covering buttons, exclusively. These 
conditions to be ascertained by special examination by the proper 
officer of Customs, and so certified on the face of each entry. 

Leeches. 

Lime juice, crude only. 

Locomotive and car wheel tires of steel in the rough. 

Meerschaum, crude or raw. 

Metal glove fasteners ;‘papier-maché shoe buttons, shoe eyelets, shoe-eye- 
let hooks, shoe-lace wire fasteners, and sewing-machine attachments. 

Mineral waters, natural, not in bottle, under regulations prescribed by 
the Comptroller of Customs. 

Machinery imported exclusively for mining, smelting and reducing, 
viz. :—coal-cutting machines, except percussion coal cutters, coal- 
heading machines, coal augers and rotary coal drills, core drills, 
miners’ safety lamps, coal- washing machinery, coke - making 
machinery, ore-drying machinery, ore-roasting machinery, electric 
or magnetic machines for separating or concen'rating iron ore®, 
blast-furnace water jackets, converters for metallurgical processes 
in iron or copper, briquette-making machines, ball and rock emery- 
grinding machines, copper plates, plated or not, machinery for 
extraction of precious metals by the chlorination or cyanide pro- 
cesses, monitors, yrants and elevators for hydrauiic mining, amalgam 
safes, automatic ore samplers, automatic feeders, jigs, classifiers, 
separators, retorts, buddles, vanners, mercury pumps, pyrometers, 
bullion furnaces, amalgam cleanera, gold mining slime tables, blast- 
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furnace blowing-engines, wroughtiron tubing, butt or lap welded, 
threaded or coupled or not, not less than 24 inches diameter, when 
imported for use exclusively in mining, smelting, reducing or refining. 

— ; and ores of metals of all kinds ; and silex or pooner. "kr quartz 
akum. 

Oils, viz. :—cocoanut and palm, in their natural state ; and carbolic or 
heavy oil; oil of roses and ottar or attar of roses, and olive oil for 
manufacturing soap or tobacco, or for canning fish. 

Oil cake and oil-cake meal, cotton-seed cake and cotton-seed meal, 
and palm-nut cake and meal. 

Oysters, seed and breeding, imported for the purpose of being planted 
in Canadian waters. 

Oleo-stearine and degras. 

Palm leaf, unmanufactured. 

Plaits, plain, not to include braid or fancy trimmings, composed of 
chip, manilla, cotton, mohair, straw, Tuscan, and grass. 

Platinum wire and platinum in bars, strips, sheets, or plates ; platinum 
retorts, pans, condensers, tubing, and pipe, when imported by manu- 
facturers of sulphuric acid for use in their works in the manufacture 
or concentration of sulphuric acid. 

Potash, muriatic and bichromate of, crude, caustic potash, and red and 
yellow prussiate of potash; also pot and pearl ash, in packages of 
not less than twenty-five pound weight. 

Prunella, 

Pumice and pumice stone, ground or unground. 

Quicksilver. 

Quills in their natural state or unplumed. 

Rags of cotton, linen, jute, hemp, and woollen, paper waste clippings, 
and waste of any kind except mineral. 

Rennet, raw and prepared. 

Ribs of brass, iron, or steel, runners, rings, caps, notches, ferrules, 
mounts, and sticks or canes in the rough, or not further manufactured 
than cut into lengths suitable for umbrella, parasol or sunshade, or 
walking sticks, when imported by manufacturers of umbrellas, parasols, 
and sunshades for use in their factories in the manufacture of 
umbrellas, parasols, sunshades, or walking-sticks. 

Rubber and gutta-percha, crude caoutchouc or india-rubber, unmanu- 
factured ; powdered rubber and rubber waste; hard rubber in sheets 
but not further manufactured, and recovered rubber and rubber 
substitute. 

Rolled round wire rods in the coil, of iron or steel, nob over three-eights 
of an inch in diameter, when imported by wire manufacturers for use 
in making wire in the coil, in their own factories. 

Rubber thread, elastic. 

Reeds, square or round, and raw-hide centres, textile leather or rubber 
heads, thumbs and tips, and steel, iron or nickel caps for whip ends, 
when imported by whip manufacturers for use in the manufacture 
of whips in their own factories. 

Rollers, copper, for use in calico printing, when imported by calico 
printers for use in their factories in the printing of calicoes and for 
no other purpose (such rollers not being manufactured in Canada). 

Astrakhan or Russian hair skins and China goat plates or rugs, wholly 
or partially dressed, but not dyed. 

Salt, imported from the United Kingdom or any British possession, or 
imported for the use of the sea — fisheries. 

Sausage skins or casings, not cleaned. 

Scrap iron and scrap steel, old and fit only to be re-manufactured, 
being part of or recovered from any vessel wrecked in waters subject 
to the jurisdiction of Canada. 

Silk, raw, or as reeled from the cocoon, not being doubled, twisted, or 
advanced in manufacture in an way; silk cocoons, and silk waste. 
Silk in the gum, or spun, when imported by manufacturers of silk 
underwear to be used for such manufacture in their own factories. 
Silver, nickel and German, in ingots, blocks, bars, strips, sheets, or 

plates, unmanufactured. 
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Steel rails weighing not less than 45 pounds per lineal yards for use 
only in the tracks of a railway which is employed in the common 
carrying of goods and passengers, and is operated by sbeam motive 
power only; provided that this item shall not extend to rails for 
tracks of a railway which is used for private purposes only, nor shall 
this item extend to rails for use in the tracks of any electric railway, 
street railway, or a 

Soda, sulphate of, crude, known as salt cake, barilla, or soda ash, 
caustic soda ; silicate of soja in crystals or in solution; bichromate 
of soda, nitrate of soda, or cubic nitre, sal soda, sulphide of sodium, 
nitrate of soda, arseniate, binarseniate, chloride, chlorate, bisulphite, 
and stannate of soda. 

| Spurs and st lts, used in the manufacture of earthenware. 

Steel bowls for cream separators, and cream separators. 

Steel saws and straw cutters cui to shape but not further manu- 

factured. 

Crucible sheet steel, eleven to sixteen gauge, two and one-half to 
eighteen inches wide, for the manufacture of mower and reaper 
knives, when imported by the manufacturers thereof for use for such 
purpose in their own factories. 

Steel of number twenty gauge and thinner, but not thinner than num- 
ber thirty gauge, for the manufacture of corset steele, clock springs 
and shoe shanks, when imported by the manufacturers of such 
articles for exclusive use ia the manufacture thereof in their ow 
factories. 

Flat steel wire, of number sixteen gauge or thinner, when imported by 
the manufacturers of crinoline or corset wire and dress stays, for use 
in the manufacture of such articles in their own factories. 

| Steel valued at two and one-half cents per pound and upwards, when 

imported by the manufacturers of skates, for use exclusively in the 

manufacture thereof in their own factories. 
Steel, under one-half inch in diameter, or under one-half inch equare, 
| when imported by the manufacturers of cutlery, or of knobs or of 
| locke, for use exclusively in the manufacture of such articles in 


| 
| 


their own factories. 

Steel of number twelve gauge and thinner, but not thinner than 
number thirty gauge, for t1e manufacture of buckle clasps, bedfasts. 
furniture castors, ani ice creepers, when imported by the manu- 

| facturers of such articles for use exclusively in the manufacture 
thereof in their own factories. 

Steel of number twenty-four and seventeen gauge, in sheets sixty-three 
inches long, and from eighteen inches to thirty-twoinches wide, when 
imported by the manufacturers of tubular bow sockets for use in the 
manufacture of such articles in their own factories. 

Steel for the manufacture of bicycle chain, when imported by the 
manufacturers of bicycle chain for use in the manufacture thereof in 
their own factories, 

Steel for the manufacture of files, augers, auger bits, hammers, ates. 
hatchets, ecythes, reaping-hooks, hoes, hand rakes, hay or straw 
knives, wind mills and a or harvesting forks wien impor‘ed 
by the manufacturers of such or any of such for use exclusively in 
the manufacture thereof in their own factories. 

Steel spriogs for the manufacture of surgical trusses, when im ed 
by the manufacturers for use exclusively in the manufacture thereol 
in their own factories. 

Flat spring steel, steel billets and steel axle-bars, when imported by 
manufacturers of carriage-springs and carriage axles, for use exclu- 
sively in the manufacture of springs and axles for carriages or 

| vehicles other than railway or tramway, in their own factories. 

| Spiral spring steel for spiral springs for railways, when imported by 

| the manufacturers of railway springs for use exclusively in the 

| manufacture of railway spiral sp:ings in their own factories. 

Steel strip aid flas steel wire, when imported int» Canada by manu- 

facturars of buckthorn end plain strip fonciny, for use in the 
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manufacture of euch articles in their own factories; and barbed 
fencing wire of iron or steel, after January Ist, 1898. 

Galvanized iron or steel wire number nine, twelve and thirteen gauge, 
after January 1st, 1898. 

Stereotypes, electrotypes and celluloids of newspip*r cclumns in apy 
language other than French and English, and of books, and bases 
and matrices and copper shells for the same, whether composed 
wholly or in part of metal or culluloid. ; p 

Surgical and dental instruments (not being furniture) and surgical 
needles, after January Ist, 1898. 

Tagging metal, plain, japanned or coated, in coils, not over one and 
a-half inch in width, when imported by manufacturers of shoe and 
corset laces for use in their factories. 

Tails, undressed. 

Tea and green coffee imported direct from the country of growth and 
—— and tea and green coffee purchased in bond in the United 

ingdom, provided there is satisfactory proof that the tea or coffee 
so purchaeed in bond is such as might be entered for home con- 
sumption in the United Kingdom. 

Teasels. 

Tin, in blocks, pigs, bars and sheets, tin plates, tin crystals, tin strip 
waste, and tin foil, tea lead. 

Timber or lumber or wood—viz.: lumber and timber planks and boards 
of amaranth, cocoboral, boxwood, cherry, chestnut, walnut, gum- 
wood, mahogany, pitch pine, rosewood, sandal-wood, sycamore, 
Spanish cedar, cak, hickory, whitewood, African teak, blackheart 
ebony, lignum vitie, red cedar, redwood, satin-wood and white ash, when 
not otherwise manufactured than rough-sawn or split or creosoted, 
vuleanised or treated by any other preserving process; sawed or 
split boards, planks, deals, and other lumber when not further 
manufactured than dressed on one side only or creosoted, vulcanised, 
or treated by any preserving process; pine and spruce clapboarde ; 
timber or lumber hewn or sawed, rquared or sided or creosoted ; 
lathe, pickets, and palings; staves not listed or jointed of wood of 
all kinds, firewood, handle, heading, stave, and shingle bolte, hop 
poles, fence posts, railroad ties; hubs for wheels, posts, last blocks, 
waggon or gun heading, and all like blocks or sticks rough hewn, or 
sawed only ; felloes of hickory wood rough sawn to shape only, or 
rough sawn and bent to shape, not planed, smoothed, or otherwise 
manufactured ; hickory billets and hickory lumber, sawn to shape 
for spokes of wheels, but not further munufactured, hickory spokes, 
rough turned, not tenoned, mitred, throated, faced, sized, cub to 
length, round-tenoned or polished; shingles of wood ; the wood of 
the persimmon and dogwood trees; and longs and round unmanu- 
factured timber, ship timber or ship planking, not specially 
enumerated or provided for in this Act. . 

Dshovel handles, wholly of wood, and Mexican saddle trees and stirrups 
of wood. 

Corkwood, or cork bark, unmanufactured. 

Saw-dust of the following woods: Amaranth, cocoboral, boxwood 
cherry, chestnut, walnut, gam#ood, mahogany, pitch pine, rosewood 
eandal-*ood, sycamore, Spanish cedar, oak, hickory, whitewood, 
African teak, black-heart ebony, lignum vit«, red cedar, redwood, 
satin-wood, whiteash, persimmon and dogwood. 

Treenails. 

Tobacco, unmanufactured, for excise pur pozee, under conditions of the 
Inland Rever.ue Act, until July Ist 1897. 

Tube-, rolled iron not welded or joined, under one and one-half inch in 
diameter, angle iron, wire and ten gauge not over one and one-half 
inch wide, iron tubing lacque ed or brses covered, not over one and 
one-half inch in diameter, ali of which are to be cut to lengths 
for the manufacture of bedstesds, and to be used for no other purpose, 
and brass trimmings for bedsteads, when imported by or for manu- 
facturers of iron or brass bedsteads to be used for such purposes only 
in their own factories, until such time as any of tho said articles are 


manufactured jn Canada. 
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Turpentine, raw or crude. 

Turtles. 

After lst January, 1898, binder’s twine, or twine for harvest binders. 
of hemp, jute, manilla or sisal, and of manilla and sisal mixed and 
all articles upon which duties are levied which enter into the cost of 
the manufacture of such twine, under regulations to be made by the 
Comptrolle: of Customs. 

Ultramarine blue, dry or in pulp. 

Varnish, biack and bright, for ships’ purposes. 

Whalebcne, unmanufactured. 

Whiting or whitening, Paris white, and gilders’ whiting, blanc fixe, and 
eatin white. 

Wire, crucible cast steel. 

Wire rigging for ships and vessels. 

Wire, of brass, zinc, iron, or steel, screwed or twisted, or flattened or 
corrugated, for use in connection with nailing-machines for the 
manufacture of boots and shoes, when imported by manufacturers 
of boots and shoes, to be used for such purposes only in their own 
factories. 

Steel wire, Bessemer soft drawn spring, of numbers ten, twelve, and 
thirteen gauge respectively, and homo steel spring wire of numbers 
eleven and twelve gauge respectively, when imported by manu- 
facturera of wire mattresses, to be used in their own factories in the 
manufacture of such articles. 

Wool and hair of the camel, alpaca, goat, and other like animals, not 
further prepared than washed, n.e.s., noils, being the short wool 
which falls from the combs in worsted factories; and worsted tops, 

Wool or worsted yarns, when genapped, dyed or finished and imported 
by thse manufacturers of Lraids, cords, tassels, and fringes, to be 
uzed in the manufacture of such articles only in their own factories. 

Yorn spun from the hair of the alpaca or of the Angora goat, when 
imported by manufacturers of braids for use exclusively in their 
factories in the manufacture of such braids only, under such regu- 
lations as are adopted by the Comptroller of Customs. 

Yellow metal, in bolts, bars, and for sheathing. 

Z ne spelter and zinc in blocks, pigs, sheets and plates ; and seamless 
drawn tubing. 

Molasses, second process, or molasses derived from the manufacture of 
“ molasses sugar,” testing by polariscope less than 35 degrees, when, 
imported by manufacturers of blacking, for use in their own factories, 
in the manufacture of blacking, conditional that the importers shall, 
in addition to making oath at the time of entry that such molasses is 
imported for such use and will nob be used for any other purpose, 
cause such molasses to be at once mixed in a proper tank made for 
the purpose with at least one-fifth of the quantity thereof of cod or 
other oil, whereby such molasses may be rendered unfit for any other 
use, such mong | to be done in the presence of a Customs officer at 
the expense of the importer, and under such further regulations as 
are from time to time considered necessary in the interest and for the 
protection of the revenue, and that until such mixing is done and 
duly certified on the face of the entry thereof by such Customs officer 
the entry snall be held to be incomplete and the molasses subject to 
the usual rates of duty as when imported for any other purpose. 

Bags, barrels, boxes, casks and other vessels export led with 
Canadian products, or exported empty and returned filled with 
foreign products ; and articles the growth, produce and manufacture 
of Canada when returned after having been exported ; provided that 
proof of the identity of such articles and goods shall be made under 
regulations to be prescribed by the Comptroller of Customs, and 
that such articles and goods are returned within three years from 
time of exportation, without having been advanced in value or 
improved in condition by any process of manufacture or other 
means ; provided further that this item shall not apply to any article 
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or goods upon which an allowance of drawback has been made, the 
reimportation of which is hereby prohibited except upon payment of 
duties equal to the drawback allowed; nor shall this item apply to 
any article or goods manufactured in customs or excise bonded 
warehouse and exported under any provision of law. 

Schedule C.—Prohibited Goods. 

Books, printed paper, drawings, paintings, prints, photographs, or 
representations of any kind of a treasonable or seditious, or of an im- 
moral or indecent character. 

Reprints of Canadian copyright works, and reprints of British copy- 
right works which have been copyrighted in Canada also. 

Coin, base or counterfeit. 

Ole»margarine, butterine, or other similar substitute for butter. 

Tea adulterated with spurious leaf or with exhausted leaves, or contain- 
ing so great an admixture of chemical or other deleterious substances 
as to make it unfit for use. 

Goods manufactured or produced wholly or in part by prison labour, 
or which have been made within or in connection with any prison, 
jail or penitentiary ; also goods similar in character to those produced 
in such institutions, when sold or offered for sale by any person, firm 
or corporation having a contract for the manufacture of such articles 
in such institution or by any agent of such person, firm or corpora- 
tion, or when such goods were originally purchased from or transferred 
by any such contractor. 

[For Schedule D—see ‘“‘ Board of Trade Journal” for June last p. 691.] 

In addition to the above Schedules regulating the import duties, the 

following Act respecting Export Duties was also assented to on 

the 29th June last. 

If any country now or hereafter imposes a duty upon the articles 
enumerated in item 611 in Schedule B. to the Custom: Tariff, 1897, 
or upon any of such articles when imported into such country from 
Canada, the Governor in Council may, by proclamation publishedin the 
“Canada Gazett2,” declare the following export duties or any of them, 
chargeable upon logs and pulp-wood, exported from Canada to such 
country, that is to say:—on pine, Douglas fir, spruce, fir balsam, 
cedar, and hemlock logs, and pulp-wood, an export duty not ex- 
ceeding three dollars per thousand feet, board measure ; and in case 
of the export of any of the above-mentioned logs or pulp-wood in 
shorter lengths than nine feet, then a rate per cord may be levied in 
the same way, not greater than the equivalent of the above-mentioned 
rate per thousand feet, board measure; and such —— duty shall 
be chargeable accordingly after the publication of such proclamation, 
provided that the Governor in Council may, by proclamation 
published in like manner, from time to time remove and reimpose 
such export duty, 

2. The Governor in Council may, by proclamation published in the 
“Canada Gazette,” impose export duties, as under, upon the following 
ores and metals, and each such duty shall be chargeable accordingly 
after the publication of such proclamation ; and the Governor in 
Council may, by proclamation published in like manner, from time 
to time remove and reimpose such export duties :— 

(a) On nickel contained in matte or in the ore, or in any crude or 
partially manufactured state, and upon copper contained in any 
matte or ore which also contains nickel—when exported from Canada 
—upon such nickel, an export duty not exceeding ten cents per 
pound, and upon such copper, an export duty not exceeding two 
cents per pound. 

(b) On ores which contain copper or any metal other than nickel or 
lead, when exported from Canada, an export duty not exceeding 
fifteen per cent. on the value of the said ores. 

(c) On lead ores, and on lead and silver ores, when exported from 
Canada to a country which imposes an import duty on lead in bars 
or in the form of pig lead in excess of the import duty on lead con- 
tained in lead ores or in lead and silver ores—an export duty on 
the lead contained in the ores so exported from Canada, to an amount 
per pound equivalent to such excess. 
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XX1.—TARIFF CHANGES & CUSI'OMS REGULATIONS. 
BELGIUM. 


French Commercial Travellers’ Samples. 

“Le Journal des Tarifs et Traites de Commerce” states that 
the French and Belgian Governments have recently entered into 
an agreement, by virtue of which French commercial travellers 
will not henceforth be obliged to have their samples stamped by 
the Government, in order to obtain provisional free entry into 
Belgium. The mark of the French Custom House is counted 
sufficient. 

The French Government have reciprocated with regard to 
Belgian commercial travellers in France. 


Tax on Manufactures of Jams, &c. 
According to the “ Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce,” 
a special tax has been established, by Royal Decree, to be paid 
by manufacturers of conserves, jams, jellies, or fruit syrups who 
benefit by the “décharge” of the excise on sugars used in the 
manufacture of their products. 


Tariff Modifications. 

According to the “Journal Officiel” of October 1st last, the 
following descriptions of goods, hitherto classed under the heading 
of “ Mercerie et quincaillerie” are (from October 1st last) to pay a 
duty of 5 per cent. ad val., as “ produits divers pour l'industrie,” 
viz. :-— 

“Parts of cravat pins composed of a strip of glass, coated 
with a covering of mother-of-pearl, and ornamented with designs 
or inscriptions.” 


NETHERLANDS. 
Regulations for Navigation of tne Rhine, the Waal and the Lek. 


A despatch dated 22nd October last has veen received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. H. Howard, H.M. Minister at the Hague, 
enclosing copies of a Royal Decree of the 9th October, confirming 
a new set of Police Regulations in regard to the navigation of 
vessels and rafts on the Rhine, the Waal and the Lek. 

These regulations, in the original, may be seen on application 
at the Commercial Department of the Boardcf Trade, 7 Whitehall 
Gardens, S.W., any day between the hours of 11 am. 
and 5 p.m. 


GERMANY. 
New Port Dues at Nordeney and Norddeich. 


A despatch, dated 16th October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, H.M. Ambassador at 
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Berlia, forwarding extract from the “ Reichsanzeiger” containing 
the new tariff of dues for the ports of Nordeney and Norddeich, a 
translation of which may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade between the hours of 11 a.m 
and 5 p.m, 

Port Dues at Brake and Nordenhamn. 


A report, dated 15th October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H M. Consul-General at Hamburg, stating that 
in place of the harbour and quay dues charged up to the present to 
sea-going ships visiting respectively the two Oldenburgh Weser 
ports of Brake and of Nordenhamn, the harbour and quay dues to be 
levied in future (viz., from the 1st October, 1897) at those ports 
have been fixed at the following rates for every cubic metre ‘net 
tonnage, viz :— 

I. For Sailing Ships :— Mks. Pig. 

(a) For a lay pericd not exceeding fifteen days - 0 08 

(b) For every additional period (once commenced) 


not exceeding fifteen days - - - - 0 O1 
II. For Steamers :— Mks. Pfeg. 
(a) For a lay period not exceeding fifteen days - 0 04 
(b) For every additional period (once commenced) 
not exceeding tifteen days” - - - 0 02 


It may be observed that, hitherto, the dues levied on sea-going 
ships at Brake and Nordenhbamn have been the same for steamers 
as for sailing ships, and that it is, accordingly, only the dues 
leviable on the former which have now been raised. 


FraNnce-DAHOMEY. 
Customs Regulations. 


The French “ Journal Officiel”” forthe 5th October contains. a- 
decree of the French Government putting into force new Customs 
Regulations for the colony of Dahomey, and a copy of this publica- 
tion may be seen on application at the Commercial Department, 
Board of Trade, 7;-- Whitehall Gardens, between the hours of 11 


and 5. 


ITALY. 


Exports of Wines, etc. 


A despatch dated 26th October last has been received at the, 
Foreign Oftice from Sir G. F. Bonham, HW. M. Charge d’Affaires 
at_ Rome, containing copy and translation of a Decree with refer- 
ence to the export of wines, etc., as follows : 

Art.1. From the 16th September, 1897, the exceptional tariff 
No. 1002 is applicable to consignments of common wine, must, 
and compressed raisins sent from the stations of the Mediterranean 
and Adviatic railways in connection with the ports of Ancona, 

srindisi, Genoa, Leghorn, Naples, Savona. and Venice, to be shipped 
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beyond the continent of Europe, as well as to consignments sent 
from the stations situated on these railways, and carried on by a 
direct International service on the basis of the Italo-Hungarian 
Tariff by the route Ancona-Fiume and Venice-Fiume. 


SWITZERLAND. 
Tariff Decisions. 


A despatch dated 15th October last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. F. R. St. John, H. M. Minister at Berne, 
forwarding the following list of articles not previously mentioned 
in the Swiss Tariff but which are now included :— 


No. Francs. 

13. Extract of the Kola Nut. Per 100 kilos. 10.00 

15. Nitrate of Silver i 8.00 
482. Illustrated Correspondence Cards _,, 25.00 
714. Furniture Castors of all kinds ne 30.00 


UNITED STATES. 
Additional Duties on Sugar from Bounty-paying Countries.- 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
copy of a circular issued by the United States, as follows :— 

Sec. 5 of the Act of 24th July, 1897, provides as follows : 

Szc. 5. That whenever any country, dependency, or colony shall 
pay or bestow, directly or indirectly, any bounty or grant upon the 
exportation of any article or merchandise from such country, 
dependency, or colony, and such article or merchandise is dutiable 
under the provisions of this Act, then upon the importation of any 
such article or merchandise into the United States, whether the 
same shall be imported directly from the country of production or 
otherwise, and whether such article or merchandise is imported in 
the same condition as when exported from the country of produc- 
tion or has been changed in condition by re-manufacture or 
otherwise, there shall be levied and paid, in all such cases, in 
addition to the duties otherwise imposed by this Act, an 
additional duty equal to the net amount of such bounty or grant, 
however the same be paid or bestowed. The net amount of all 
such bounties or grants shall be from time to time ascertained, 
determined, and declared by the Secretary of the Treasury, who 
shall make all needful regulations for the identification of such 
articles and merchandise, and for the assessment and collection of 
such additional duties. 

In pursuance of these provisions, the following amounts of 
bounties respectively paid, on the exportation of sugars, by the 
countries hereinafter named, are hereby declared for the assessment 
of additional duties on sugars imported from, or the product of, such 
countries or their dependencies, viz. : 

«lrgentine Republic——On sugars produced in the country since 
20¢eh January, 1897, 6 centavos per 100 kilograms, 
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Austria-Hungary. On sugar under 93 per cent, and a 
least 88 per cent. polarization, 1.50 florins per 100 kilogs. 

2. On sugar under 99$ per cent. and at least 93 per cent. 
polarization, 1.60 florins per 100 kilogs. : 

3. On sugar at least 994 per cent. polarization, 2.30 florins per 
100 kilogs. 

France.—Raw sugars of the standard of 65 to 98 per cent. for 
beet-root sugars, or of 65 to 97 per cent. for French colonial sugar 
per 100 kilogs. of refined sugar, francs 3.50. 

Sugar candies calculated at their legal equivalent, per 100 kilogs., 
effective weight, francs 4.50. 

Refined sugars in loaf or crushed, clear, hard, and dry, per 
100 kilogs., effective weight, francs 4.50. ; 

Raw and ‘refined sugars in grains or crystals of a minimum 
standard of 98 per cent., francs 4.00. 

The output of refined sugar from raw is calculated by deducting 
from the polarization of the raw sugar twice the glucose, four 
times the ashes, and 14 per cent. for loss in refining. 

Germany.—1. On raw sugar at least 90 per cent, polarization 
and on refined sugar under 98 per cent. and at least 90 per cent., 
2.50 marks per 100 kilogs. 

2. Or candy and sugar in white, hard loaves, blocks, crystals, 
etc., at least 99} per cent., 3.55 marks per 100 kilogs. 

3. On all other sugar at least 98 per cent., 3.00 marks per 
100 kilogs. 

Every invoice of sugar must be accompanied by a certificate of 
the United States Consular officer at the port of shipment to the 
United States, naming place and country where the merchandise 
was produced, and, in the case of refined sugar, naming also the 
country of production of the raw sugar, molasses, or syrup used in 
the refining. 

The liquidation of entries of sugar not accompanied by suca 
certificates shall be suspended, and the estimated duties shall 
include an amount sufficient to cover the additional duty to which 
such sugar may be apparently liable. 

The conversion of the several foreign currencies mentioned 
above into United States money will be governed by the provisions 
of sec. 25 of the Act of August 28th, 1894. 


Law respecting Free Entry of Personal Effects. 


The following are the new regulations as to the free entry of per- 
sonal effects, under the Act of 24th July, 1897: 

Paragraph 697. Wearing apparel, articles of personal adorn- 
ment, toilet articles, and similar personal effects of persons arriving 
in the United States; but this exemption shall only include such 
articles as actually accompany and are in the use of, and as are 
necessary and appropriate for the wear and use of such persons, for 
the immediate purposes of the journey and present comfort and 
convenience, and shall not be held to apply to merchandise or 
articles intended for other persons or for sale ; Provided, That in 


578 TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. [Nov. 1897. 


case of residents of the United States returning from abroad, all 
wearing apparel and other personal effects taken by them out of 
the United States to foreign countries shall be admitted free of 
duty, without regard to their value, upon their identity being 
established, under appropriate rules and regulations to be prescribed 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, but no more than one hundred 
dollaré in value of articles purchased abroad by such residents of 
the United States shall be admitted free of duty upon their return. 

It will be observed that the language of the above provision 
differs materially from that used in the Act of 28th August, 1894, 
and under it free entry is restricted to wearing apparel, articles of 
personal adornment, toilet articles, and to such personal effects as 
are similar to wearing apparel, articles of personal adornment, and 
toilet articles. 

The term “wearing apparel in actual use . . . of persons 
arriving in the United States ’’ has been sometimes construed to 
embrace articles not actually accompanying the passenger, but 
which are forwarded months after the owner’s arrival, owing, 
in many instances, to the fact that the effects were involun- 
tarily left abroad, or that the owner came to this country without 
any definite intention of remaining. No such liberal construction 
can be placed upon the law as it now exists, the requirement being 
set forth that “ this exemption shall only include such articles as 
actually accompany and are in the use of, and as are necessary and 
appropriate for the wear and use of such persons for the immediate 
purposes of the journey and present comfort and convenience.” 

Under this provision of law only such articles of wearing apparel 
toilet articles, and similar personal effects as actually accompany 
the passenger are entitled to free entry. 


Customs Decisions. 


The following decisions relating to the classification of articles 
in the Customs Tariff and the application of the Customs laws of 
the United States have recently tees given by the authorities in 
that country :— 

Dry smoked fish in tin receptacles are dutiable at 20 per cent. ad 
valorem under the provisions of paragraph 211 of the Tariff Act of 
1894, 

Furniture of wood and decorated china, the latter the component 
material of chief value, are to pay duty at the rate provided for 
decorated china. 

The weight of tobacco at the time of importation is taken as the 
dutiable weight where the tobacco having remained in warehouse 
more than three years is delivered to the importers upon payment 
of duties and charges. 

Sugar-cane is entitled to free entry as a vegetable substance 
unmanufactured. 

Bottles containing Sarsaparilla are dutiable at 40 per cent. ad 
valorem, the Sarsaparilla itself being free. 

Small pieces of paste, in the forms of precious stones, cut and 


> 
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fastened into metal sockets, with several loops at the back of each 
for threading or securing them to the articles for the decoration of 
which they are used, are classified for duty as manufactures of paste 
at 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

Glass bottles with designs etched on them are liable to duty at 
the rate of 40 per cent ad valorem under the provisions of paragraph 
90, of the Tariff Act of 1894. 

Plain white earthenware with a monogram is dutiable as earthen- 
ware decorated, at 35 per cent. ad valorem, under paragraph 85 of 
the same Act. ; 

Glass pickle jars are dutiable under paragraph 88, 

Phtalic anhydride or phtalic acid anhydrous is assessed for 
duty at 20 per cent. ad valorem, under paragraph 19 of the Tariff 
Act of October 1, 1890. 

All distinctly fresh-water fish, frozen or packed in ice, not 
provided for in the free list, are dutiable under paragraph 261 of 
the Tariff Act of 1897. 

Tetrachlorphtalic anhydride is not an acid, and is dutiable at 
7 ee cent. ad valorem under paragraph 19 of the Tariff Act of 

Thin circular-shaped wafers, made of wheat flour and unmedi- 
cated, used by druggists for the easy administration of nauseous 
medicines, but not used for food, are free of duty under paragra ph 
667, Tariff Act of 1894,as “ wafers, unmedicated and not edible. 

Discriminating Duty. 

A despatch dated 19th October last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. C. F. Frederick Adam, H. M. Chargé 
d’Affaires at Washington, enclosing copy of a Treasury Circular to 
the effect that goods the product or manufacture of a foreign non- 
contiguous country are liable to the additional ten per cent, duty 
when they are imported from a contiguous country, as distinguished 
from the case where the goods are imported from the non-contiguous 
country via the contiguous country ; in which case the additional 
duty is not imposed. 


Ecuapor, 
New Customs Law and Tariff. 


A report dated 2nd October last has been received at the 
Foreign Office, from Mr. G. Chambers, H.M. Consul at Guayaquil, 
transmitting copy and translation of a New Customs Law and 
Tariff which came into force in Ecuador on 1st July last. 

For the purpose of import dues foreign goods are divided into 
fifteen classes, viz. :— 

1: Articles whose introduction is prohibited. 

2. Articles free from import dues. 

3-14 (inclusive) Articles paying rates of duty varying from 
1 cent, to 3 sucres per kilog., gross weight. 

15, Articles paying an ad valorem rate of duty of 30 per cent. 

C2 
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The details of the above classification together with the 
provisions of the New Customs Law (which will be published in a 
forthcoming issue of the “ Board of Trade Journal”), may be seen 
on application at the Commercial Department of the Board of 
‘rade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, between the hours of 11 and 4. 


PERU. 


Consular Fees on Importation of English Gold Coin. 


A despatch dated 24th September last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. St. John, H.M. Chargé d’Affair+s at 
Lima, transmitting copy and translation of a Decree which pro- 
vides that Consular Fees for legalizing invoices of English gold 
coin imported into Peru shall not be levied. 

Captain St. John says: “ It is as yet difficult to form an opinion 
as to the ultimate effect of all these measures which are intended 
to bring about the establishment of a gold currency in Peru. 
However, this question will be fully dealt with in my next general 
report on Peru.” 

Abolition of Export Duty on Silver. 


A depatch dated 18th September last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. St. John, H.M. Chargé d'Affaires at 
Lima, enclosing copy and translation of a Decree issued by the 
Peruvian Government on the 11th September, whereby the duty 
of 3 per cent. ad valorem which was levied on the export of silver 
coin, bullion, and chafalonia (discarded wrought silver for melting) 
is abolished. 

This exoneration does not extend to National coined gold, in 
bars or dust, which shall continue paying an export duty of 3 per 
cent. 


CHILE. 
New Customs Tariff. 
A despatch dated 25th September last has heen received at 


the Foreign Office from Mr. J, G. Kennedy, H. M, Minister at 
Santiago, enclosing extract from the “Chilian Times” containing 


a translation of the proposed new Customs tariff which has been 


approved by the Chamber of Deputies but which still awaits 
approval by the Senate. 

It should be noted that the President is empowered by Article 
20 to put into force a new tariff of values, thirty days after 
the publication of the new Law in the “ Diario Official.” 


CANADA, 


Declarations as to origin of Goods, 
A report dated 28th October last has been received at the 
Board of Trade from the Seoretary to the High Commissioner of 
Canada, stating that a telegram has been received from the 


| 
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Minister of Customs of Canada to the effect that declarations of 
the origin of goods may now be made before any witness. Prior 
to the modification of the regulations the Declarations were 

uired to be signed betore a Magistrate, Justice of the Peace, 
Chamber of Commerce, or Notary Public . 


NATAL. 


Assessment of Duty on Outside Packages. 


With reference to a paragraph in the September number of the 
“Board of Trade Journal” (page 334), quoting from the “ Natal 
Mercury ” on the subject of the assessment of duty on outside 

kages in Cape Colony as contrasted with their free admission in 

atal and pointing out the advantage derived by Transvaal im- 
porters through using the Natal route,especially mentioning the case 
of tinned milk and antifriction grease in drums—a communication 
has been received by the Agent General for the Cape of Good Hope 
from the Collector of Customs at Natal, stating that the value of 
- the tins and cases containing preserved milk and the value of 
drums containing antifriction greasezhas always been charged duty 
at Point Natal. 
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XXII.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


THE Crops IN SOUTHERN Russla. 


A report dated 14th October last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at Odessa, stating that, 
according to the latest available statistics and information derived 
from a trustworthy private source, the crops, with the exception 
of maize, in the Consular district of Odessa, and especially in the 
Provinces of Bessarabia, Kherson, the Taurida, Kieff, and Poltava, 
to which the information obtained specially applies, may be 
described not only as being below the average, but of an inferior 
quality. 

In Volhynia, an average crop may be looked for in the greater 
portion of that province, and in the northern and central districts 
of the province of Kharkoff, although in a few districts of the 
former aud the southern districts of the latter they fall con- 
siderably below the average. The latter may also be said of the 
harvest in the provinces of Tchernigov, Kharkov, and Kursk. 

In the province of Kiev Mr. Consul Smith reports the crops as 
being 50 per cent. below those of 1896, and that the stock of 
grain there is exhausted. 

The sowings this year have been much retarded, the condition 
of the soil, owing to protracted drought, having rendered tillage 
altogether impossible, but a heavy rainfall over a very extensive 
area has, happily, had a most beneficial effect, which, in some 
localities, has surpassed expectation, 


New Ralitways IN PoLAnp. 


A communication dated 26th October last has been received at 
the Foreign Office, from Mr. A. Murray, H.M. Consul-General at 
Warsaw, reporting the opening on the 1st-13th Uctober of a newly- 
constructed line of railway from Ostrolenka, in the Government of 
Lomza, to Pilawa, in the Government of Warsaw, passing through 
Rozany, Wyszkow, Tluszcz, Stanislawow and Nowominsk, the 
length of the line being 124 versts (83 miles). 

A third line of rails is to be laid from Warsaw to Skierniewice 
where the Vienna- Warsaw and Berlin- Warsaw lines meet. 
This is to be completed in the course of next year. 

Permission has been applied for by Count Wielopolski and Mr. 
Skarzynski for the construction of a line of railway from Czen- 
stochowa to Wloclawek, crossing the Government of Kalisz, and 
thus connecting the Vienna-Warsaw and Berlin-Warsaw lines. 
The line, making a bend, will run parallel to the frontier, passing 
not very far from the town of Kalisz. 


| 
| 
| 

| 
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DaniIsH Bountigs TO STEAM SHIPS, 


Sir C. S. Scott, K.C.M.G., Her Majesty’s Minister at Copen- 
hagen, in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 4th October, 
says that a statement has been given to the Press by the Inspector 
of the Department of Agriculture, respecting a grant made to the 
United Steamship Company of Denmark, for establishing a bi- 
weekly service for the carriage of Dairy Farm Produce between 
Esbjerg and Grimsby destined for the midland markets of 
England. The Inspector states that the Department of Agri- 
culture desired that the weekly service from Esbjerg to Grimsby, 
which has been carried on by the United Steamship Company for 
the last six years, should be doubled, and that for this purpose the 
grant of seventy-five thousand kroners voted in the current year’s 
Budget in aid of the export of dairy-farm produce to England 
should be employed. 

This route is now placed under Government supervision, and 
in addition to the new bi-weekly service from Esbjerg to Grimsby 
it is stipulated that the Company provide for the careful treatment 
of the goods. 

The ships on the line are being fitted with refrigerators suited 
to the different descriptions of goods carried ; a reduction of about 
twenty per cent. is also to be made in the former freight rates. 
For the future the freights are to be :— ; 

For one ton of Butter, 16 shillings. 
» » Salt meat, 12 
» Fresh meat, 18 

: ” ” Eggs, 20 ” 
»  » Fresh fish, 14 

It is promised that by this arrangement perishable goods 
destined for the markets of the midland counties of England will 
be conveyed, via Esbjerg, in greater quantities than heretofore, 
and will reach the consumers in better and fresher condition 
through the increase and acceleration of the traffic. 


ForRTNIGHTLY SERVICE BETWEEN HOLLAND AND SURINAM. 


A report dated 1st October last has being received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul at Paramaribo stating that since the 1st. 
September last the Royal Dutch Mail S.S. Company has 
established a service of steamers calling at Paramaribo twice a 
month from Holland. With this new departure a new scale of 
freights has been issued. 


CarpIFF CoAL FOR THE USE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF SURINAM 


A report dated 25th September last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Sidney J. A. Churchill, H.M. Consul at 
Paramaribo, in which it is stated that the tenders for the annual] 
supply of 2,400 tons of Cardiff coal for the use of the Colonial 
Government of Surinam, were adjudicated on in July. 
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The tender of Messrs. Tubergen & Dam of Amsterdam for the 
supply during 1898 was accepted at 24s. 113d. 

The rate for 1895 was 27s. 8d.; for 1896 25s. 2d. and for 
the currrent year 24s. 


GoLD PRODUCTION IN FRENCH AND DutcH GUIANA. 


In a report to the Foreign Office dated 23rd September last, 
Mr. Sidney J. A. Churchill, H.M. Consul at Paramaribo, forwards 
a memoranduin on the gold production of French and Dutch 
Guiana. 

The following statistics show the production of gold in the 
Colony of French Guiana (Cayenne) during the first six months 
of the current year, and the districts in which the gold was 


obtained :— 

District. Grammes, 

Mana - . - - - - 114,620 

Maroni_ - - - 28,564 

Approuague - - 239,046 

Sinnamary - - - 175,034 

Roura- - - - - 43,727 
Contested Territory (Franco-Brazil) - 513,669 
Oyapok - - 1,123 
Total - . - - - 1,115,783 


These statistics only refer to gold on which duty has been paid ; 
there is besides a proportion which is difficult to estimate. 

The following statistics show the production of gold in the 
Colony of Dutch Guiana (Surinam) during the first half-year of 
1897, and the districts from which the gold was obtained :— 

1st Quarter. Grammes. 


Surinam District - - - 53,060°5 
Sarramacca - - 17,969°5 
Marowyne _,, - - - 9,679°8 
Lawa - - - 59,266'1 
Total for Ist quarter- - - 139,975-9 
2nd Quarter. 
Surinam District - - - 118,584°4 
Sarramacca - - - - 41,496°5 
Marowyne - - - - 21.261°6 
Lawa - - - - 58,128°1 
Total for 2nd quarter - - 239,470°6 


Total from Jan. 1st to June 30th, 
1897, grammes - - 379,446 5 
N.B. This only refers to gold declared at the Government 
Treasury. There may be a small proportion which still escapes 
registration and the payment of royalty. 
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H.M. Consul at Paramaribo, in a previous report to the Foreign 
Office, dated the 15th September last, forwards a copy of the Gold 
Laws of the Colony, which he has assisted the Government of 
Surinam in producing for publication, for the information and 
benefit of all such British subjects as may be ignorant of the Dutch 
language, and who may interest themselves in the gold-mining 
industry of that colony. 

These laws which are too voluminous for publication in extenso 
in the “ Journal,” may be seen on application at cho Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, any day between the hours of 
- 11 and 5. 


GERMAN Ralitway TARIFF. 


A despatch dated the 15th October has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, H.M. Ambassador at 
Berlin, forwarding tariffs relating to the general rates on German 
railways through to Eastern ports, and the preferential rates for 
coals from the Ruhr district. 

Copies of these tariffs may be seen by those interested on appli, 
cation at the Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 
7, Whitahall Gardens, between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


New PREFERENTIAL TARIFF FoR COALS FROM WESTPHALIAN 
Coat DIsTRICTs. 


In a report to the Foreign Office from Mr. W. 8S. Harriss 
Gastrell, dated 9th October, it is stated that :— 

On the Ist of October, in the Westpualian coal district, new 
preferential railway rates for coal and coke vainé into force. 

These rates cover coal and coke (except coke from gas factories 
lignite, and “ briquettes” of coal and lignite, and they replace 
those in force since January lst, 1893. This new tariff is the 
result of arrangements made with the railway systems of Elberfeld, 
Essen, Cologne, and Dortmund, Gronan, Enschede, for facilitating 
the carriage of coal, etc., towards the stations of the Prince Henri 
Railway in Luxemburg. 

The new rates are only applicable to complete loads of ten tons 
as a minimum. No doubt the object of the change is to still 
further facilitate the exportations to France. 

A copy of a French edition of the tariff may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 

itehall Gardens, 8.W., between the hours of 11a.m. and 5 p.m. 


**NortH GERMAN Lioyp” ContTRACTs. 


A report dated 28th October last has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Mr. Powell, H.M. Consul at Stettin, stating that the 
North German Lloyd’s have decided to place the contract for the 
repair and lengthening of their mail steamer ‘Spree” with the 
Vulcan Company of Scettin instead of with a British firm of 
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ship builders as formerly proposed, presumably in consequence of 
the engineers’ strike in Great Britain. 

The Vulcan Company are about to order a new floating dock 
constructed to carry vessels up to 12,000 tons burthen from Messrs. 
Swan and Hunter, of Newcastle, at a cost of 2,000,000 marks 
(about 100,000/.). This sum is also the estimated cost of the 
alterations and repairs to the steamship “Spree; ” the Vulcan 
Company will, therefore, obtain their new floating dock at the cost 
of the outlay on the above ship. 

The periods named by the German firms who tendered for the 
construction of the new dock were considerably longer than that 
of Messrs. Swan and Hunter, who, it is stated will undertake to 
deliver the dock in Stettin in six months. 

The contract for the floating dock will be formally confirmed at 
a general meeting of the shareholders of the Vulcan Machine and 
Shipbuilding Company in November. 


THE TEXTILE INDUSTRY OF AUGSBURG. 


A despatch dated 2nd November last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Victor Drummond, H. M. Minister at 
Munich, stating that at Augsburg, where there are several textile 
manufactories, the textile industry is at this moment much 
depressed; the cotton market, owing to the position of the 
Manchester trade and the prospect of an immense cotton crop, 
prevents spinners from buying for fear of a still greater decrease in 
price ; they have, therefore, to wait until they see prospects of 
making a profit. In cloths prices are at the lowest, and if 
accepted would-be ruinous to weavers, 

Buyers and sellers cannot come to any agreement, and traders 
will not load themselves with goods in the present condition of 
the market. For prints the season is over ; the same lamentable 
position is apparent in worsted yarns, coloured check goods and 
wash materials and a recovery is at present scarcely possible. 


TRADE OF TOGOLAND IN 1896. 


A despatch dated 18th October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, H.M. Ambassador at 
Berlin, enclosing tables of the import and export trade of Togoland 
forthe year 1896, which have been published in the “ Kolonial- 
blatt ” of the 15th October last. 

From these it appears that the total value of the imports into 
Togo in 1896 was 94,342/. against 117,000/. in 1895 ; while the 
value of the exports from Togo was 82,570/., against 152,000/. in 
the preceding year. 

The value of spirits imported was 23,325]., and the quantity 
858,973 litres. The value of the fire-arms imported was 2,047 
and of trade powder 2,844/. In 1895 the value of spirits imported 
was 33,0001. 
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SALEABLE Goops IN TOGUOLAND. 


A despatch dated 30th October last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, H.M. Ambassador at 
Berlin, transmitting memorandum founded on an article in the 
“ Kolonialblatt ” of the 25th October last, giving the following 
list of articles saleable in Togo from the German Empire :— 

Powder, so-called coarse-grained trading powder for the natives. 
Spirits (gin only in small quantities from Germany) ; alcohol in 
casks, dimijohns and large tin boxes,—only from Germany, 
Cotton goods :—Germany has only a very small part compared to 
England. 

Beer of all kinds, for Europeans, specially Bavarian kinds; 
cheaper kinds only drunk by the better natives. Wine of all 
kinds. Lead in bars up to 0.50 kilos, on the coast for weighting 
fishing nets. Colouring materials; white and grey oil colours in 
tins. Mineral waters. Matches. Ironware ;—hoops for barrels, 
locks, hand tools, screws, nails, tacks, hinges, hooks, bush knives, 
ordinary knives, forks, spoons and tins. Small number of sport- 
ing guns. Windowglass, looking-glass, hand and wall looking- 
glasses, tumblers, and other glasses. Furniture. Musical instru- 
ments. Accordions. Cement. Ready made suits of cotton fabrics. 
Cheap singlets and sporting shirts. Straw hats, caps ; black and 
coloured parasols. Braces (elastic). Cotton stockings. Brass and 
copper bars for making ornaments, arm bracelets, etc., for natives, 
Copper kettles. Earrings of precious metals. Leather boots and 
shoes. Shoes of grey cotton drill. Linen. Candles. All kinds of 
reserved and tinned provisions for Europeans. Tarred roofing 
felt. Silk stuffs of one colour, black, marine blue, yellow and 
green. Velvets:—cotton velvets of one colour in all colours and 
in patterns. Cotton yarn, blue, white, red, green and unbleached. 
Woollen yarn in all colours. Soaps, better kinds. Lavender water 
for uatives. Cigars and tobacco for Europeans. Liquors, cognac 
and rum for Europeans Tar. Earthenware, plates, dishes, and 
other household things. Clay pipes. Surfboats. Many of these 
articles might equally well be imported from England. 

The following are mentioned as saleable English goods in Togo 
and coast districts. 

Cotton Goods.—White ground prints with various coloured 
stripes or patterns. Printed yellow and red stuffs. Blue prints, 
Plain grey stuff without pattern, cheaper kinds of greybaft. Printed 
handkerchiefs in all colours ; favourite colours, yellow, red, blue. 
Bluebaft, dull and shining. Turkey reds and twill. Victoria cloth 
and shirtings. White and yellow drill for suits. Cotton quilts (?) 
with red border or of other colours, Sheet iron, corrugated. Flint 
guns and flints. Soaps. 

In the Mohammedan inner districts of the protected territory 
most of the above-mentioned articles are also saleable, and woollen 
blankets, red and in coloured patterns, burnouses or mantles in 
different colours, head cloths, red with yellow patterns, silk 
handkerchiefs, towels with blue, red or gold stripes, heavy silver 
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arm rings, silver bars 4 to 8 millimetres thick, ground matches, 
horn or rubber combs with wide-spreading teeth, knives with wood 
or bone handles, pocket knives with one blade and ring for hang- 
ing up, zinc pails, enamelled dishes, teapots enamelled and iron, 
stoneware dishes and plates, brass dishes, strong, with horizontal 
edge, umbrellas black and very large, smal! sunshades of various 
colours, tin boxes lacquered, with key, beads of all kinds, brass 
chains, also of other metals, silvered for necklaces (similar to watch 
chains), sulphur, soldering tin and water, elephant guns, sugar in. 
pound packets, tea in small tins, dates in boxes, sweets in tins 
sewing needles, white and black thread, ‘carmine’ red woollen 
yarn, 


THE GERMAN COLONIAL SOCIETY. 


Mr. Spring Rice, Second Secretary of Embassy at Berlin, in 
a Report on German Colonies in Africa and Southern Pacific 
(Foreign Otice, Miscellaneous Series, No. 432), says that the 
German Colonial Society, the object of which is to encourage 
German colonial interests, numbered on 1st April, 1897, 19,388 
members, against 17,406 in the preceding year. There are 248 
branches scattered throughout Germany, through which lectures 
are held on colonial or over-sea subjects, and ay are 
collected. The principal branches are at Berlin, Hamburg, 
Leipzig, Dresden, Cologne, Karlsruhe, Hanover, Essen, and 
Madgeburg. 

Its revenues are derived from subscriptions (5,000/.) per annum 
and interest on capital invested in certain colonial societies 1701.), 
and its expenses are for the “ Colonial Gazette ” (1,400/.), lectures 
and general information, general purposes (880/.). 

The chief events in the course of the last year and a-half in the 
history of the society are the following :— 

In January, 1896, a great meeting was held in Berlin on the 
subject of the Transvaal, in which an address of gratitude was 
voied to the Empercr, and a vote expressing the sympathy of the 
society in any action the Government might take in maintaining 
the independence of the Boers. 

In the same month a letter was circulated to all the branches of 
the society, calling attention toa speech just made by the Emperor 
on the subject of the duties of Germany to protect Germans 
settled over seas, and urging the branches to induce the press to 
agitate for an extension of the Navy and also to join in 
petition'ng the Reichstag to the same effect. The branches 
responded enthusiastically and an active agitation was set 
on foot for the increase of the Navy. The same subject was 
treated in a resolution passed at the general meeting of the society 
in April, 1896 at Berlin. Again, this year at the general meeting 
held at Munich, resolutions were passed for establishing an 
organised agitation for the increase of the Navy. Pamphlets are to 
be printed and circulated among every class of Germans, and an 
agitation fund is to be set on foot. Neo Sears 
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Special appeals have been made to the Press to which ready 
response has been given. A successful agitation was set on foot 
last year resulting in the passage through the Reichstag of an 
Emigration Bill, by which the Government is empowered in a 
manner to direct the stream of emigration to those places where 
“not only will the emigrants find means of making their fortune, 
but also will be able to preserve their nationality.” (Foreign Office 
Miscellaneous Series. No, 432). 


INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION AT BoRDEAUx (NOVEMBER- 
DECEMBER, 1897.) 


A report dated 13th October last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Bordeaux enclosing copies of 
regulations for an International Exhibition of Commerce, food, 
health, and vine culture, which is proposed to be held in Bor- 
deaux from November 27th to December 31st of the present year 
under the organization of the “ Association Syndicate des Hoteliers, 
Restaurateurs, et Cafetiers de Bordeaux et du Sud Ouest.” 

The exhibition will be held in the building once used as the 
City Museum in the Public Gardens. The various groups of ex- 
hibits will be wines, beers, ciders, &c., alcoholic products, dairy 
produce, preserved goods and condiments, bakers’ and confectioners’ 
produce, grains, flours, sanitary and health products, perfumery, 
tissues, clothing, architecture, hotel and other furniture, fittings, 
culinary art and apparatus, stills, &. 

All communications and requests for information should be 
to M. Jean Alfred Vigé, Directeur 4 l’Exposition 
Bordeaux. 


THE AGRICULTURAL POPULATION OF FRANCR. 


The total number of the population living by agriculture 
(farmers, labourers, and their respective families), according to a 
report made to the Foreign Office by Mr. Austin Lee, commercial 
attaché to H. M. Embassy at Paris (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
No. 2,007) is estimated at 18,250,000 souls, or about half of the 
total population of France. ae 

The agricultural classes are divided into two nearly equal groups, 
the masters being reckoned at 3,460,600, whilst of the labourers 
tnere are 3,452,904. 

Of the nearly 7,000,000 individuals cultivating the land a little 
more than one half (3,525,000) are owners of a more or less 
considerable portion of the soil. Thus, of the masters, 2,151,969 
own the land they cultivate ; while 968,328 are tenants, of whom 
500,014 own a part of their farms. The number of metayers is 
calculated at 341,576, of whom 147,728 own plots of land. 
Metayage is an association between the owner, who furnishes his 
land, with or without capital, and the worker, who brings his 
labour on condition of sharing the produce, or certain parts of it. 
Out of 1,480,687 agricultural labourers, 727,374 own small plots 
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of land. The 1,954,251 farm servants and 18,000 bailiffs, many of 
whom, however; are the sons of peasant proprietors, possess no 
land. 

As regards the holdings and their extent, it appears that their 
total number amounts to 5,672,007. Of these, 217 only are of 
more than 500 hectares (1,235) acres ; 28,586 range from 100 to 
500 hectares (247 to 1,235 acres); 56,866 from 50 to 100 hectares 
(1234 to 247 acres) ; 783,641 from 10 to 50 hectares (24 to 123} 
acres); and 4,802,697 are less than 10 hectares (24 acres) in 
extent. 


PROJECTED CONSTRUCTION OF NAVIGABLE WATERWAY ON THE 
East Coast OF MADAGASCAR. 


A despatch dated 18th October last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir E. Monson, H.M.A mbassador at Paris, 
enclosing ‘extract from the French “Journal Official,” containing 
Presidential Decree, approving a convention that has been made 
between the Minister of Colonies and the French Company of 
Madagascar, for the construction and working of a navigable water- 
way on the East Coast of Madagascar between Tamatave and 
Andevoranto. 

The full text of the Convention, in the original, together with 
the tariff of dues, authorised to be collected by the Company, 
during the period of the Concessions, may be seen on application 
at the Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, between the hours of 11.0 and 5.0. 


British aT CrviTaA VECCHIA, 


Mr. Vice-Consul Sperandio reports (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, No. 2002) that the returns of imports by British vessels show 
an increase of about 18,000 tons in 1895 as compared with 1894, 
with almost a proportional increase in the amount of register ton- 
nage as brought out in the return of British shipping ; but a marked 
falling-off is noticeable in 1896 as compared with 1895. This is to be 
- attributed to a decrease in the number of arrivals caused by a minor 
demand for goods on the part of Rome, Civita Vecchia being, as far as 
imports are concerned, a mere place of transit, excepting for one 
or two articles such as tar and coal (included in the return under 
the heading steam coal), which were used on the spot by the 
manufactory of patent fuel. 

With regard to the returns of all shipping the arrivals in 1895 
as compared with 1894, and relative tonnage were almost equal, 
considering that they refer to the total movement of the port, and 
a small difference should not be taken into account. It may, 
therefore, safely be stated that during 1895 the general movement 
of the Civita Vecchia harbour was much the same as during the 
preceding year, 1894. The arrivals in 1896 show, however, 
a decrease of 175 as to number of vessels and of about 20,000 
tons. 
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Examining the nationality of vessels it appears that, although 
' the number of Italian arrivais, both sailing and steamers, was less 
than in 1895, the tonnage was larger. This is due to the fact 
that the Italian Steam Navigation Company made use of larger 
vessels, This fact does not, however, affect the commercial aspect 
of things, as these vessels are almost exclusively devoted to the 
conveyance of passengers. 
_ As regards British shipping there were, in 1896, 14 arrivals 
less than in 1895, with a falling-off in the tonnage of about 
- 20,000 tons. The cause of this falling-off is the same as that 
pointed out above in connection with imports by British vessels. 
There was also a falling-off in the number of Norwegian and 
Greek boats. As far as the former are concerned the fact is 
attributed to the indifferent result of the cod fishery on the 
Norwegian coast. With regard to Greek arrivals, it is due to the 
absence of demand for corn on the part of Rome. 


PRODUCTION OF TARTARIC MATERIALS IN ITALY. 


Mr. E. Neville Rolfe, H.M. Consul at Naples, in a report to the 
Foreign Office, dated 14th October, says that the total production 
of tartaric materials in Italy for the 12 months ended 30th 
September, 1897, amounted to 9,342 tons, of a value of 366,500/. 
The exports to the United Kingdom were 2,988} ‘tons; to the 
United States, 3,4703 tons ; to Germany, 509 tons; to France, 216 
tons ; and to other countries, 2,158 tons. 


New SERVICE oF STEAMERS ON THE DANUBE. 


A report, dated the 11th October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from the Acting British Consul General at Galatz 
to the effect that the Administration of the Roumanian State 
Monopolies has decided to establish a new service of cargo and 
passenger steamers to run on the Danube between Sulina and 
Turnu Severin. 

The centre of this line will be at Galatz, under the control of 
Mr, Stefanescu, the engineer and director of the docks. 

The vessels are to begin their service upon the opening of the 


navigation in the spring of next year. 


THE HARVEST IN SALONICA. 


A communication, dated the 28th September last, has been 
received at the Foreign Office from Mr. Consular Assistant 


Heathcote on the harvest of Salonica. 

The heavy rains which fell during the whole of May, and the 
first half of June, have done very serious damage to the crops in 
Macedonia, and, though the fine weather that followed the rainy 
spring may enable some of the later crops, such as maize and 
tobacco, to recover, the earlier ones, on which large districts depend, 
have turned out badly. 
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Besides this great difficulties have been imposed on farmers by 
the requisition of beasts of burden and carts for the necessities of 
military transport during the long period of preparation for the 
recent war, and during the war itself, and in districts where many 
of the labourers are Mahommedans by the conscription. 

These circumstances combined will undoubtedly inflict great 
suflering on the country, and after the good hazvest of last year, 
which had raised the hopes of the inhabitants, much disappoint- 
ment is felt. The food supply is in many cases barely sufficient — 
for local needs, and much of what remained has been purchased for 
the supply of the large army in Thessaly, at prices far less 
remunerative than the ordinary export prices. In fact, this year’s 
harvest has brought profit to none except the army contractors. 

The town of Salonica also will lose almost the whole of the 
important export trade in grain, and will suffer heavily through 
the bad harvest. 

The various grain crops of the Vilayet of Salonica, exclusive of 
maize, which is not yet ripe, have yielded about 734,000 cwt., of 
which ouly 156,000 can be exported. 

The Vilayet of Cossova generally produces more cerea!s than 
that of Salonica, and consumes less, leaving a larger margin for 
exportation. This however, it is expected that, in conse- 
quence of the bad harvest in Servia, considerable quantities will 
be taken up by that country, instead of being sent to Salonica for 
export by sea. 


British Goops In SWAZILAND. 


Mr. J. Smuts, H.M. Consul in Swaziland, in a recent 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, No. 1996) says that he has 
received several circulars from the Foreign Office, covering lists 
of goods manufactured in various towns in the United cae 
but in view of the conditions of trade in Swaziland he is unable to 
make any remarks upon them which would be of service. The 
majority of the articles mentioned would find no market in Swazi- 
land. Most of the goods imported, moreover, are purchased from 
the stocks of supporting mercantile firms in Durban, or ordered 
by them on behalf of the local storekeepers. Kaffir Truck ’’ 
(viz., beads, wire, Salempore blaukets, Kaffir picks, inferior felt 
hats, Berlin wool, cottons, coloured handkerchiefs, sickles, knives 
cooking pots, &c.), is the staple of trade in this country, and a fair 
proportion of it is of English manufacture, some being German. 

ere is one line in which he has been told only foreign manu- 
factures are imported, and that is beads. Beads to suit the native 
taste are apparently not made in England. The value of the trade 
in a country like Swaziland would not amount to many hundreds 
of pounds, but when it is remembered that beads of the same or 
somewhat similar patterns are worn by all native tribes throughout 
South Africa, it seems worth while for English manufacturers to 
makean effort to successfully compete with for eign manufacturers 
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VERA CRUZ AND THE Brit1isH CoAL TRADE. 


H.M. Acting Consul at Vera Cruz in a recent report (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2011) states that a cause which has already 
begun to affect, and will in future considerably affect the trade of 
Vera Cruz, is the coaling of steamships. 

Hitherto several lines of steamships which run to Vera Cruz, 
and of which Vera Cruz is the last port on the outward voyage, 
have taken their coal in Havana; a change is now, however, 
apparent, a company in Vera Cruz having made a contract to 
supply the vessels of the French Transatlantic Company, one of 
these lines, at that port. 

As this is a new business, the company that is doing this 
coaling has been unable to start immediately by giving these 
ves els all the coal which they could take from Vera Cruz, but 
each succeeding ship takes a larger amount, 

No doubt as the lerbour works near completion, and greater 
facilities are to be had for the discharge and loading of coal, the 
other lines will find it to their advantage to coal their ships at Vera 
Cruz ; and the importation of coal from Great Britain would 
thus be considerably increased. 


CONTRACT FOR THE SOBRAL RaiLway (BRAZIL). 


A nay ay dated 2nd October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. A. 8. Raikes, H.M. Chargé d ‘Affaires at 
Petropolis, reporting that the Official Gazette has published a 
communication from the Ministry of Public Works to the 
Manager of the Sobral Railway stating that the offer made for the 
lease of this line by Dr. Saboya and Silva has been accepted, and 
that the contract was signed on the 25th September last. 

According to the “ Rio News,” the principal terms of the lease 
are as follows :— 

(1.) The Government to receive 10 per cent of the gross 
receipts, and 

(2.) The freight and passenger traffic to be revised every two 
years. 


TRADE OF ARGENTINA FoR Fixst S1x MONTHS oF 1897 AND 1896 
CoMPARED, 


A report, dated 18th August last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Ronald Bridgett, H.M. Consul at Buenos 
Ayres, which states that, according to official statistics recently 
published, the value of imports into the Republic for the half-year 
ended 30th June was 49,937,000 dols. (about 10,000,000/.), as 
pas sa with 57,443,000 dols. (11,488,000/.) for the corres- 
ponding period of the previous year. 

The total for the year 1896 was 118,121,000 dols. (say, 
23,624,0007.). 

On the other hand, the exports were for the six months of 1897, 
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65,218,000 dols. (13,043,400/.), as against 70,105,142 dols. 
(14,021,0002) in the same period of 1896. The year 1896 figured 
for 117,849,000 dols. (23,569,000Z.). 

The countries from and to which the imports and exports were 
received and sent were as under :— 


Imports from Exports to 
Countries. 1 January to | 1 January to ] 1 January to | 1 January to 
39 June, 1896.30 June, 1897. po June, 1896.33 June, 1897, 
Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. 
United Kingdom) 20,424,178 18,947,560 8,146,182 7,651,223 
Germany - -| 6,358,227 5,728,254 8,456,197 9,321,283 
France - -| 5,553,070 5,778,087 14,932,860 14,871,335 
Italy - - -| 5,400,741 5,342,946 1,882,031 1,928,723 
United States -| 4,933,336 4,985,746 |. 3,281,279 5,227,765 
Belgium - -| 4,116,154 4,186,946 7,666,597 6,303,584 
Brazil - - -| 2,479,301 1,826,803 4,629,751 5,675,423 
Other Uountries -| 2,432,055 2,907,437 20,440,507 13,059,199 
Total -| 51,697,062 49,703,779 69,435,404 64,038,535 


CotTron PrINTs IN PERSIA; COMPETITION OF RUSSIAN AND 
British TRADE. 


In a report to the Foreign Office of H.M. Consul-General at 
Meshed, Persia, it is stated that there has been a hard struggle in 
Meshed during the past ten years between British and Russian 
cotton prints, the chief articles of foreign piece-goods largely con- 
sumed and in great demand throughout Persia, and it is beyond 
doubt that the Russians have got the best of it. 

Though large quantities of English cotton prints were imported 
to Meshed from India via Bandar Abbas, and from England via 
Turkey, Tabriz, and Teheran, during the past three years, still 
they were less than those imported in previous years, and the 
import of Russian cotton prints increased. Therefore, if nothing 
is done to improve the condition of the former, they will before 
long be driven out of the market altogether, as many other articles 
of English manufacture have been. 

Large consignments of British cotton prints imported during 
the past three years are lying unsold, and traders are now selling 
them at a heavy loss to clear off their stock. 

The Russian Government grants a bounty of from 1 r. 50c. to 
lr. 75 c. per poud (about 14d. to 17d. per Ib.) on all Russian 
cotton prints imported into Persia. 

This bounty or premium covers the amount of the duty 
imposed on raw cotton imported into Russia from Persia, where 

‘its cultivation is being encouraged by Russian agents by every 
possible means. This has enabled the Russian manufacturers to 
nearly kill the British trade in cotton prints. 

_. Formerly English chintzes were in great demand owing to 
their superior quality, but the Russian manufacturers having 
obtained specimens of the articles liked by the people, and having 
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ascertained the wants and tastes of the wearers through trust- 
worthy commercial agents, have greatly improved their cotton 
prints in material, patterns, and colours, and the new Russian 
chintzes which reached Meshed during the year 1896-7 are 
highly appreciated. 

Russian cotton prints are sold in Meshed for ready money 
through Armenian traders, who are agents of the Moscow manu- 
facturers, and deal with them direct. 

On the other hand, English cotton prints, whether imported 
direct from England by the Black Sea route, or from Bombay via 
Bandar Abbas and Yezd, change hands at several places on the 
ruad before they reach Meshed. They are sold by each party on 
long credit, and, every dealer being anxious to make as much 
protit as possible, the price is enhanced considerably before the 
goods reach the market. Otherwise, English cotton prints, if 
made of colours and patterns suitable to Persian taste, can hold 
their own against those of Russian manufacture, and be sold at 
the same price, with a reasona!le profit, especially now that the 
new trade route via Nushki and Sistan is expected to cheapen the 
cost of carriage a good deal. But British manufacturers cannot 
compete with Russia in this, the most important article of trade, 
unless they arrange to open a central depot at Karachi or Quetta, 
with a branch at Meshed having wholesale and retail departments 
in charge of a European agent, assisted by Indian Mohammedans 
belonging to the Khoja or some other business community. This 
plan is well worth their consideration, as there is already a con- 
siderable demand in cotton prints, and it is likely to increase, as 
natives of villages who formerly used to make their clothes of 
coarse country cloth dyed with indigo, or of cvuntry prints, have 
commenced to wear European cotton prints instead. 

There is not much opening for British trade in Khorasan, but 
the trade in cotton prints is capable of great development. 

The only European business house in Meshed at present is a 
branch of the Imperial Bank of Persia, which is an English 
institution, but one or two other European business firms might 
be established with advantage.—(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,008). 


CorEAN TRADE IN 1897. 


A report, dated August 10th last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. J. N. Jordan, H.M. Consul-General at 
Seoul, in which it is stated that it may be of interest to note, in 
connection with the opening of the new ports, and the value they 
are likely to have for foreign commerce, that the trade of Corea 
has attained a very remarkable development during the first six 
months of the present year. A table is enclosed showing the 
amount of Customs duties collected at the three open ports from 
January 1st to June 30th of the present year, and also for the 
corresponding period of the previous year. 

The total collection for the half-year has risen from 268,784 dols. 
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(26,8781.) in 1896, to 529,196 dols. (52,9197) in 1897, and that 
at each port the figures forthe present year are, roughly speaking, 
about double what they were in the preceding year. The total 
amount collected during the whole of 1896, which was itself the 
second best on record, was 691,782 dols. (69,178/.), or only 162,586 
dols. (16,258/.) more than the amount collected during the first half 
of the present year. If no untoward circumstances occur to dis- 
turb the course of trade during the remainder of the year, the 
Returns for 1897 will probably show a volume of trade far in 
excess of that of any previous year. 

Mr. Jordar. adds that he is unable to state to what extent 
British goods have benefited by this expansion of commerce, but 
seeing that the increase has been as marked at Chemulpo as at 
the other ports, and that Chemulpo is the principal seat of the 
British import trade, it may fairly be »ssumed that we have 
shared in the general prosperity which has so far characterised 
the year. 

The following is a copy of the table referred to above, showing 
the amount of Customs Duties collected at the open ports of 
Corea from 1st January to 30th June, 1897, and during he same 
period in 1896 :— 


January 1 to June | January 1 to June 
Rent, 30, 1896. 30, 1897. 
£ £ 
Chemulpo- - - + = - 13,579 26,149 
Wonsan - ° 2,589 | 5,827 
| 
26,878 | 52,919 
| 


ABYSSINIAN COFFEE. 


In a report by Mr. Repnell Rodd, H.M. Special Envoy to the 
Emperor of Abyssinia, published in the “ Board of Trade Journal” 
for September last, it was stated that the indigenous coffee of 
Abyssinia is largely sent to Arabia for re-exportation as produce 
of Mocha. 

A question having arisen as to the above statement as regards 
Aden a further report has been received at the Foreign Office 
from Mr. Rodd stating that in his report the words “sent to 
Arabia’ were not used to specify or even to include Aden, and 
also that it should be borne in mind that besides the trade which 
goes directly to Aden from Zeila and Berbera a great deal is 
carried in native boats to the Arabian coast: there is also, it is 
stated, a considerable movement of dhows in the port of 
Gibouti. 


| 
L] 


Nov. 1997.] GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 597 


XXIITL—GENERAL TRADE NOTES, 


SHIPPING THROUGH THE SUEZ CANAL. 


The “ Canal de Suez Bulletin” recently published tables show- 
ing that the total number of vessels passing through the Canal in 
the month of August last was 226, of a gross tonnage of 
869,904 tons. 

Of these 226 vessels 144 were British, of a gross tonnage of 
563,419 tons; 28 German, 109,162 tons; 16 French, 59,192 tons; 
13 Dutch, 36,300 tons; 6 Russian, 31,214 tons: 6 Italian, 
18,140 tons; 4 Austro-Hungarian, 16,904 tons; 3 Japanese, 
16,170 tons ; 3 Spanish, 13,106, tons; 2 Norwegian, 5,930 tons ; 
and 1 Portuguese, 367 tons. 


Tue Betrast LINEN TRADE. 


According to the report of the Belfast Linen Trade Board as 
published in the “Irish Textile Journal,” further improvement 
marked the course of the market during September, and fresh 
business to a fairly substantial amount was put through in all 
departments. 

e improved tone noted in August was well sustained through- 
out the home markets, though no further advance was recorded, 
and the labour troubles had a retarding effect on trade. 

A fair trade was carried through on Continental account, though, 
taken all round, scarcely so good as was the case in September, 
1896. For the month of September Germany showed an 
improvement in values of nearly 16 per cent., but France and 
Spain exhibit a drop of 14 per cent. and 46 per cent. respectively 
compared with the same month last year. 

A slowly-improving demand commenced in the United States 
during September, and a better state of affairs was expected in 
that market. 

With the miscellaneous markets there was little change of 
moment. A somewhat more hopeful tone was apparent in the 
case of the foreign West Indies, and better times were looked for, 
Australian trade was about sustained, but with Canada business 
showed a slight falling off. South American markets exhibited no 
improvement, business being much ona par with that of August. 

For the nine months ended 30th September the exports of 
piece goods from the United Kingdom showed a decrease of 1 per 
cent. in quantity, and in values over 2 per cent. compared with 
the first nine months of last year. 


REPORT OF THE Fiax Suppiy AssocIATION (IRELAND). 


The Board of Trade have received a.copy of the Twenty-ninth 
Annual Report of the Flax Supply Association (Ireland), for 1896, 
according to which that year may fairly be classed as another 
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unfavourable season for flax growers. There was, however, an 
improvement on the yields of the previous year of fully 10 per 
_— and the price generally was as good as for as the crop of 
1895. 

The estimates of the acreage were considerably wide of the 
mark ; the imports of seed were sufficient for about 79,000 acres, 
and it was thought for a time that all would be used. The area 
calculated from the June report was put at 65,000. The real 
amount was just between the two, or 72,253 acres ; this is a falling 
off of 24°1 per cent. The largest relative decrease was in County 
Armagh, 59°3 per cent., the smallest in Donegal, 14°6 per cent. 
The largest actual decrease was in County Down, with 5,634 acres,. 
or about 25 per cent. of the total deficiency in Ulster. The small 
yields of 1895 may have something to do with this. 

The area in Munster, Leinster, and Connaught was 572 acres ; 
of these 209 were in Louth, 137 in Mayo, and 78 in Cork. The 
total produce would be about 100 tons fibre. 


COMMERCIAL READING-ROOM AT THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE. 


The Board of Trade have received a communciation from the 
Imperial Institute stating that a Commercial Reading Room 
open free to the general public, has been established at the Institute, 
where various British and Foreign Newspapers may be consulted 
and maps of different portions of the Colonies may also be seen as 
well as other works connected with India and the colonies, 


Import OF Pic IRON AND UNWROUGHT STEEL INTO THE UNITED 
KINGDOM FROM THE UNITED STATES. 


According to a return received by the Board of Trade from the 
Secretary of Her Majesty’s Customs the amount of pig iron and 
unwrought steel registered as imported into the United Kingdom 
from the United States of America during each month from 
January to October, 1897, inclusive, was as follows :— 


Pig Iron. Steel Unwrought. 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
1897. Tons. £ Tons. £ 

January - - - - - 9,022 21,152 3,193 15,926 
February - - - - - 7,733 18,099 6,868 32,723 
March - - - - - 3,701 10,555 2,032 9,906 
April - - - - = . 8,060 18,076 5,302 23,851 
May - - - - - - 7,024 15,479 2,821 16,840 
June - - - - : - 9,057 19,745 2,609 12,070 
July - - - - - = 3,251 6,755 1,186 5,641 
August - - - - - 5,220 10,934 326 1,801 
Septem ber- - - | 2,199 5,255 665 3,518 
October - - - = - 6,797 15,552 530 3,181 
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KAOLIN AND CHINA CLAY. 


According to the “ Engineering and Mining Journal,” there is a 
good deal of confusion in the use of the terms “kaolin” and 
“china clay,” which are often employed in technical publications 
as if they were interchangeable. Kaolin is mineralogically a 
simple hydrous silicate of aluminum, which is indeed practically 
the composition of china clay. Kaolin is seldom found pure, how- 
ever, ani it is usually necessary to subject it to some kind of 
mechanical treatment to free it from the impurities which would 
be objectionable in pottery making, for which purpose by far the 
greater part of the production is employed. In the principal 
American deposits the yield of the clean material is only about 33 
per cent. of that which is dug. In the industry the term kaolin 
is used to designate the crude material, while the finished product 
is referred to as china clay. This use of the term may not be 
justified mineralogically or linguistically, but since it has become 
_ established in the trade it is better to refer to the finished product 
as “china clay” and not as “kaolin,” which of course leads to 
more or Jess confusion. 


THE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT OF RwssIA. 


The annual report of the Austro-Hungarian Consul General in 
Moscow for 1896, contains the following remarks :— 

For industrial undertakings in Russia, the joint stock company 
becomes more and more the favourite form. Thusin the year 
189%, 68 different limited companies were formed, with a total 
capital of 64 million roubles; in 1894, 67, with 95 million roubles ; 
in 1895, 95, with 110 millions ; and finally, in 1896, 122 com- 
panies, with a total capital of 176 million roubles, The average 
capital of the various companies was, in 1893, 940,000 roubles ; 
in 1894, 1,418,000; in 1895, 1,157,000; and, in 1896, 1,443,000 
roubles. The largest capital is required for the mining industry, 
and especially for the iron trade and for engine building. Last 
year, for instance, 35 new establishments of this kind were started, 
with a capital of 102 million roubles, that is to say almost exactly 
an average of 3 million roubles each. 


THE GERMAN NAIL TRADE. 


The German wire nail export, which up to 1895 had increased 
steadily, according to Kuhlow’s “ German Trade Review,” is show- 
ing since last year arapid decline. In 1895 the export aggregated 
only 58,185 metric tons, valued at 8,500,000 marks, as against 
63,962 metric tons, after having risen from 39,673 tons, valued at 
6,500,000 marks in 1886 to 68,662 tons, valued at 9,250,000 marks 
in 1895. The decline of the total export is principally due to the 
greatly reduced exportto Japan. The wire nail industry has been 
developed so that the export to that country may soon cease 
altogether. The German wire nail export to Japan aggregated in 
1892, 11,781 tons ; in 1893, 12,187 tons ; in 1894, 12,458 tons ; and 
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in 1895, 13,432 tons. During those four years Japan took 22 per 
cent. of the German total export. In 1896 the export of wire nails 
from Germany to Japan declined to 8,783 tons, and it amounted 
for the first three months of 1897 to only 1,561 tons, as against 
3,559 tons in the corresponding period of 1896. To protect home 
industry the Japanese Government has introduced 2 Bill in the 
Parliament providing for an increase of the duties on all kinds of 
nails from 5 to 20 per cent. ad valorem. The immediate cause of 
the introduction of this Bill is the early starting up of a wire nail 
factory at Osaka, which will have a daily capacity of 1,600 kegs. 
The proposed Bill cannot be applied to importations from Germany, 
however, as according to the commercial treaty between those two 
countries the duty on German wire nails must not exceed 10 per 
cent. ad valorem. 


Tae MINERAL AND METALLURGICAL PRODUCTS OF 
Upper SILESIA. 

The statistics of the output of iron, steel, and other minerals 
and metals in Upper Silesia for the year 1896 have recently been 
issued. They show, says “Kuhlow’s German Trade Review,’ a 
remarkable advance under all heads during the last two years. A 
few of the items are tabulated below—in thousands of metrical 
tons: 


1896. 1895. 1894. 
1,000 tons 1,000 tons 1,000 tons 
Coal- + ={ 19,586 18,063 17,195 
Coke, pig iron, and furnace castings 615 531 513 
arge plates 52 

Thin 39 32 20 
Wire; - - 53 45 44 


- The total computed value of the mineral and metallurgi-al 
products of Upper Silesia in 1896 was about 15,000,000/. as 
against 12,000,000/ in 1894. These figures clearly show that in 
- Upper Silesia, despite the unfavorable geographical circumstances 
of the country and the inferior character of the loca! minerals, the 
coal, iron, and steel industries are making very substantial progress, 


largely owing to the industry of the workmen and the cheap 
cost of production. 


THE AMERICAN MERCANTILE MARINE. 


The documented merchant marine of the United States on June 
30th last numbered 22,633 vessels of 4,769,020 gross tons, an 1n- 
crease of 65,400 tons over June 30, 1896, and a decrease of 275 
vessels. The tonnage of the Atlantic and Gulf coasts is 2,647,796, 
a decrease of 20,000 tons. The tonnage of the great lakes is 
1,410,103 tons, an increase of 86,000 tons. Pacific Coast tonnage 
was virtually stationary. New York State has the largest merchant 
marine, 4,857 vessels of 1,331,743 gross tons, an increase of 27,000 
tons. | 
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RAILWAYS IN THE UNITED STATES. 


According to Poor’s Railroad “ Manual,” the thirteenth annual 
edition of which has been recently issued, the following table 
shows the gains made in 1896 as compared with 1895 in the 
principal fields of railway activity :— 


1896. 1895. Increase. 

Miles of railroad operated - 180,891°19 179,153°62 1,737°57 
Tons of freight moved - 773,868,716 755,799,883 18,068,833 
Freight mileage - -| 93,885,853,634 88,567,770,801 5,318,082,833 
Passengers carried - e 535,120,756 529,756,259 5,364,497 
Passenger mileage - -| 13,054,840,243 12,609,082,551 445,757,692 
Earnings from freight . 770,424,013 743,784,451 26,639,562 
Earnings from passengers - 265,313,258 260,929,741 4,383,517 
Miscellaneous earnings - 89,894,754 87,681,245 2,213,509 
Total gross earnin -| $1,125,632,025 | $1,092,395,437 $33,236,588 
Net earnings’ - - : 332,333,756 323,196,454 9,137,302 


The share capital corresponding to the mileage completed at the 
end of 1896 was 5,373, 187,819 dols., against 5,182,121,999 dols, 
in 1895, the increase amounting to 191,065,820 dols., the. rate of 
increase being 3°7 per cont. The funded debts of all the lines at 
the close of the year aggregated 5,461,856,598 dols., a sum 
179,085,969 dols. less than the aggregate bonded indebtedness 
reported for 1895 (5,640,942,567 dols.), a decrease of 3°17 per cent., 
this decrease in bonded debt being the first result of the many 
reorganisations that have recently been undertaken. 

The other forms of indebtedness of the several companies at 
‘the close of the year amounted to 444,449,969 dols., against 
418,505,092 dols. for 1895, an increase of 25,994,877 dols. The 
total share capital and indebtedness, exclusive of current accounts 
of all the aa making returns, amounted at the close of the year 
to 11,279,544,386 dols., an increase in the year of 37,974,728 dols, 
over the total of 1895 (11,241,569,658 dols.), the rate of increase 
for the year being 0.34 per cent. The cost per mile of all roads 
making returns, as measured by the amount of their stocks and 
indebtedness, was 59,732 dols., against 60,188 dols. 

or 1895. : 

The gross increase in railroad mileage during the calender year 
1896, represented by the new construction within the twelve 
months, was 1,996°72 miles. The net increase in mileage durin 
1896 was 1,688 miles, bringing the total for the whole Uni 
States up to 182,600 miles on January Ist, 1897. 

The chief increases are credited to the following States : 


Miles. 
Pennsylvania- - - - 150 
Louisiana - - 142 
Illinois ° - 103 
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Miles 
Indian Territory and Oklahoma - 
Ohio - - - - - - : - 4 
Georgia - 15 
Arkansas 13 
Texas - - - - 66 
Montana - - - - ‘ 


Seventeen other states show increases of less than 50 miles, 


Woot Suprly oF THE UNITED STATES. 


“Textile America” states that, according to the bulletin of the 
National Association of Wool Manufacturers, the wool clip of the 
United States in 1897 amounted to 259,153,251 Ibs. 

The Boston “ Commercial Bulletin,” which is the best authority 
on the subject, reports that the available supplies on hand January 
1, 1897, including foreign and domestic, were 150,432,000 lbs., as 
compared with 134,160,000 lbs. on the previous January Ist. By 
utilizing these figures in connection with the statistics of imports 
the available supplies for 1897 to date in comparison with those of 
the previous year may be estimated, as follows :— noe 

ounds. 


Wool clip of 1897 __.... win 259,153,251 
Domestic wool on hand Jan. 1, 1897... ie .. 123,588,080 
Foreign wool on hand Jan. 1, 1897 ... ove ..» 26,844,000 
Foreign wool imported Jan. 1 to July 1, 1897 .-. 292,983,097 

Total... tis eve mas 702,568,428 

The similar statement last year showed the amount thus 
available to be 508,549,594 Ilbs., indicating an increase of 
194,000,000 lbs, which is very nearly all of foreign growth. 

These data permit an intelligent estimate of the present 
statistical position of wool in the United States. The available 
supplies are about 200,000,000 Ibs. in excess of those of the year 
1896, and in excess of the average consumption for the previous ten 
years, which has been somewhat under 50,000,000 lbs. annually. 


THE PRODUCTION OF SPELTER IN THE UNITED STATES, 


The production of spelter in the United States for the first six 
months of the current year, as compiled from reports made to the 
“Engineering and Mining Journal” by all the producers 
was 45,965 short tons, of which 4,861 tons were turned out by 
works in the Eastern and Southern States, 18,125 by works in 
Illinois and Indiana, and 22,979 tons by works in Kansas and 
Missouri. These figures show a large increase over the production 
in the second half of 1896, which in turn was a good deal more 
than that of the first half of 1896. In addition to this output of 
spelter there were produced about 10,000 tons of zinc oxide, while 
3,256 tons of high grade zinc ore were exported for reduction in 
Europe. The production of zinc oxide is equivalent to about 
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8,000 tons of spelter, while the 3,256 tons of ore exported will 
probably yield about 1,450 tons, 

The exports of zinc from the United States for the first six 
mouths of the current year amounted to 9,003 short tons. The 
total exportation in 1896 was 10,130 tons, which was the largest 
in the history of the country, but it is anticipated that the 
shipments of 1896 will be far exceeded this year. 


THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI EXHIBITION AT OMAHA IN 1898. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Colonial Office 
the programme of the projected Trans- Mississippi Exhibition to be 
held at Omaha from June 1 to November 1, 1898, detailed 
accounts of which were given in the “ Board of Trade Journal,” 
Vol. XXII., pp. 209-10 and 552-53. 

The programme states the origin and purport of the Exhibition, 
and describes its different departments and principul features. 


PATENTS IN THE UNITED STATES, 


According to the “ Manufacturer” the number of applications 
for patents filed at the United States Patent Office for the first 
six months of 1897 exceeded by about 7 per cent. the number 
received during the corresponding period of last year. For the 
half-year in question applications reached the large total of 
25,559, 


PETROLEUM IN TEXAS. 


Petroleum was discovered early this year at Corsicana, Texas, at 
a depth of 1,040 ft. Here there is a bluish sandy shale 
about 20 ft. thick, which is saturated with petroleum. There is 
no rock either above or below, the drill passing down the whole 
way through a hard clay. The Texas Petroleum Company, 
organized six months ago, has three flowing wells, the latest of 
which is said to be producing about 20 barrels per day. The 
Corsicana Oil Development Company has a well which is flowing 
25 barrels. A correspondent of the “Pittsburg Times” who has 
visited the district states that according to the testimony of those 
familiar with the products of the different fields, Texas oil is better 
than the Ohio oil, but not as good as that found in Pennsylvania. 

The present production is used exclusively for fuel. Some is 
consumed at the wells and in the local manufacturing establish- 
ments, and the rest goes to Dallas, Houston, Austin, etc. In the 
towns named it is being used in making illuminating gas, It is 
delivered in Corsicana for fuel at 75c. a barrel. 


MINERAL Resources oF Kwane-Tuna. 


According to an article in the ‘Bulletin de la Societé de 
Geographie Commerciale, Paris,” Vol. XIX. (Nos. 6and 7), there are 
many indications of mineral wealth in the province of Kwang-Tung 
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China. Coal is abundant, and gold, silver, and copper have been 
found and more iron ore than in any other province of the empire. 
Tne mining industry in China has always been considered of less 
importance than that of agriculture. Little native capital has been 
invested in this manner; but, according to the terms of the Franco- 
Chinese convention of 1895, the French now have an opportunity 
of developing the mines. : 


JAPANESE PETROLEUM. 


The United States Consul-General in Yokohama has forwarded 
to the State Department an article from a recent issue of a 
Japanese periodical, which says that’ the “demand for 
kerosene oil in Japan has become very extensive. It is not 
only used for lighting purposes, but as the originator of 
motive power. At present about 6,000,000 yen worth of American 
and Russian oils are imported annually, but the oil districts in 
Japan are very promising. These districts of Japan extend its 
from Hokkaido to Akita on the north, traverse the provinces of 
Echigo and Shinano, and reach the Totomi province. ‘I'he 
number of machines now in course of fitting up by the various 
companies in Tosan district is 56, and, in addition to these, some 
28 more well-boring rigs will be set up within the year, making a 
total of 84. Hitherto the work had not been earnestly under- 
taken on account of the easy access to the foreign oil, and the 
wells have been sunk in an unscientific manner about 600 ft. ; 
but since 1890 American boring machinery and its accessvries 
have been introduced, and at present oil is taken out from the 
depth of 800 to 2,000 ft. The process of refining has also been 
greatly improved, so that Japanese oil is now practically the same 
in quality as foreign petroleum. The principal markets of the 
Echigo oil are the Hokkaido, Shinano, and northern provinces in 
the mainland.” 

The United States Consul at’ Chemnitz says: “The 
German Empire is turning its attention to the oil territory of 
Japan. If, instead of the 80 men who work the wells now, a 
syndicate similar to that of the Standard Oil Company or Russian 
rust could be organized, the product could be multiplied many 
times. An effort is being made in Tokio to organize such a syndi- 
cate. In 1895 Japan imported 2,240,000 hectolitres of petroleum, 
worth 5,135,000 dols. The demand is increasing. All eastern 
Asia offers a market for Japan’s oil, hence any and every effort to 
develop the industry must pay. Recent reports say Formosa has 
wells. It might ke worth while for manufacturers of oil-well 
working and refining machinery to look to the Japanese oil dis- 
tricts for markets.” 


PRODUCTION OF BEER IN JAPAN. 


The director and manager of the Osaka Beer Brewery 
Company, of Osaka, Japan, has, according to the “Journal 
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of Commerce of Victoria,’ infurmed an American journal 
that the beer production of his country is about 100,000 
barrels per annum. The demand is extending, and his mission 
to the States was to supervise the manufacture of a new plant for 
brewing lager beer on the American system, and he intimated that, 
although he learned the brewing of lager in Bavaria, and has 
hitherto used that method, he finds American beer preferable. 
Further, that he proposes to use Japan and American barley and 
Californian hops. Australasian hops do not appear to have 
received his attention. Incidentally it was mentioned that the 
consumptiun of “saka,” the native drink, made from rice, is as 
much as 5,000,000 barrels annually. 


PRODUCTION OF COAL IN JAPAN. 


The “Japan Weekly Mail” of October 2, last gives the follow- 
ing table showing the production and export of Japanese coal 
during the last seven years. 


Produce. Export. Value of export. 
Year. 
Tons. Tons. Yen. 

1891...... 3,175,844 1,239,821 4,749,734 
3,175,671 1,299,352 4,571 988 
1893...... 3,319,601 1,505,413 4,817,912 
1894...... 4,268,135 1,701,130 6,578,462 
1895......4,772,654 1,844815 7,604,788 
1896......5.249,919 2,194,412 8,879,265 
1897, 1,396,966 7,173,209 
up to Aug, 


STATISTICS OF THE COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY OF JAPAN. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Japanese Bureau 
of Commerce a copy of the first issue of a publication of the 
Department, in English, on the Commerce and Industry of the 
Empire of Japan. 

The publication is stated to have been prepared mainly for the 
use of foreign visitors to Japan, and a fuller account of the subject 
matter is promised in a forthcoming edition. 


POPULATION OF AUSTRALASIA. 


An estimate of the population of the Australian colonies up to 
June 30 last has been prepared by Mr. J. J. Fenton, the acting 
Government statist of Victoria. This, according to the “‘ British 
Australasian,” shows New South Wales to be in advance, with 
a population of 1,311,440, the figures for the other colonies being : 
—Victoria, 1,170,304; Queensland, about 480,000; South Aus- 
tralia, including the Northern Territory, 356,877; Western 
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Australia, 157,781 ; and Tasmania, 167,062 ; while the population 
of New Zealand is 719,292. This gives the total estimated popu- 
lation of Australasia and New Zealand as 4,362,756. For Victoria, 
the departures by sea are in excess of the arrivals by 3,780, this 
being less by 981 than in the corresponding quarter of 1896, and 
the figures show a net increase in the population of 497, as com- 
pared with a decrease of 297 in the corresponding quarter of last 
year. The increase referred to is in marked contrast to the large 
decreases of population in the first and third quarters of 1896 and 
the first quarter of 1897, which averaged 3,900 per quarter; and 
is the third and largest increase that has occurred in any quarter 
since September, 1895. The net emigration to Western Australia 
fell off by 924 as compared with the second quarter of 1896. 


TASMANIAN Tin INDUSTRY, 


The export of tin from Tasmania in the first six months of 1897 
amounted, according to the “New York Engineering and Mining 
Jounal,” to 1,143 long tons, against 2,700 tons in the whole year 
1896. The output of the Mt. Bischoff mine was well maintained. 
The company continues to pay regular monthly dividends, and up 
to June 30th, 1897, it had distributed 1,465,000/. Very little tin 
has been produced in this district this year, however, outside of the 
big mine. In the North-eastern District the output of alluvial tin 
ore was less than usual, owing to the scarcity of water and the 
lower price of the metal. Other extensive deposits are known to 
exist, however, and under favourable conditions the output will 
increase. Scarcity of water also affected the production of alluvial 
tin ore in the Eastern District, but large plants are now being 
erected there to work the tin lodes of the Blue Tier field ona large 
scale. 

The Commissioner of Mines for the North-eastern District 
reports that so long as the price of tin keeps at the present figure, 
he cannot look for any improvement in the industry in that 
district, though with a moderate advance there would be a revival 
of prosperity, since there are extensive areas of tin-bearing gravel 
of moderate richness which have not yet been exploited. 

In the Eastern district the Anchor Tin Mining Company is 
making preparations to work the Anchor lode on a very extensive 
seale. It is building a mill with 200 head of stamps, which it is 
expected will be ready for operation about the end of this year, 
A 20-stamp mill is to be erected on the Liberator mine, situated 
not far from the Anchor, and the mill of the Australian mine is 
to be reconstructed. There are large bodies of low-grade tin ore 
in this district and the three companies which are engaged in 
their exploitation will demonstrate whether they can be made to 
pay by the aid of modern machinery. 


i 
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XXIV.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF THE 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM. 


Bradford.—At a recent meeting of the Associated Chambers of 
Commerce a resolution was adopted in favour of a memorial to the 
Government on the subject of commercial education, asking 
specially that similar grants might be paid for commercial subjects 
as are now paid for subjects of science and art. The resolution 
emanated from the Bradford Chamber, upon whom has 
fallen the duty, in accordance with custom, of preparing the 
memorial, This has been formulated by the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee of the Council of the Bradford 
Chamber, who have had the assistance of a number of local expects. 
In its preamble it shows very clearly how backward this country 
is in commercial education. It afterwards asks the Government 
to deal with commerce from the educational point of view as 
favourably as it does with science and art, and it goes into various 
curricula, comprising quite a miscellany of commercial subjects, 
not with the idea that all should be taught in any one school, but 
that a selection should be made suitable to the industry of the 
district in which each school is situated. 

There was also some discussion about the inquiry as to 
the conditions of labour amongst operative woolcombers in Brad- 
rord, but the Council showed no disposition to alter its decision, 
being of opinion that this was a matter in which the Chamber 
could not interfere, although the president expressed the feeling 
that the master wool-combers would do no harm by giving evi- 
dence, while their appearance would afford satisfaction to the 
Committee. 

Bristol——The usual monthly meeting of the Council of the 
Bristol Chamber of Commerce was held on 27th October last, 
Mr. Joseph Holman (president) in the chair. A copy of the 
report of the West India Royal Commission, with subsidiary report 
and statistical tables and diagrams, was laid upon the table, and 
the president invited members of the Chamber interested in these 
returns to inspect the same at the offices of the Chamber. 

The Parliamentary Bills Committe of the Chamber reported that 
they had duly considered the series of questions issued by the 
Commercial Intelligence Committee of the Board of Trade, and 
that they had prepared a tabulated statement of replies, and the 
same had been forwarded to Sir Courtenay Boyle, who had duly 
acknowledged and ‘thanked the Chamber for the communication. 

It was reported that the Italian Chamber of Commerce in London 
had informed the Bristol Chamber that the Italian Government 
desired to distribute amongst English firms doing business with 
Italy a recently-published directory of Italian firms engaged in the 
export of Italian produce and manufactures. It was resolved to 
bring this under the notice of members of the Chamber who would 
be likely to appreciate this means of extending their trade. 
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Upon the motion of the president it was resolved unanimously, 
“That the Council of this Chamber form itself into a committee to 
receive evidence from merchants, leading traders, and owners of 
property with respect to the proposed extension of the dock accom- 
modation of the port and its bearing upon the prosperity of the 
city and neighbourhood.” Upon the motion of the president, it 
was resolved to approach the Board of Inland Revenue with respect 
to the provision of additional office staff at the counter of the new 
Inland Revenue offices in the city, so as to obviate the necessity of 
professional and mercantile men having to wait so long a time 
before being attended to. 

Dudley.—A meeting of this Chamber was held on Oct. 28th last, 
Mr. Job Garratt presiding. A member introduced the question of 
further developing art metal teaching and metallurgy as applied to 
local industries. It was contended that what was wanted was art 
metal work. Dudley had always been the centre of the forge, and 
they wanted the artistic side produced. The dying trade of nail- 
making was due to the nailers’ lack of knowledge of art working. 
They wanted in Dudley a museum of good examples, where they 
could have articles which would improve the taste of the people, 

It was stated that the town was already spending £1,100 a year 
on technical education, and, further, that the School of Art Com- 
mittee were about to start a class for ornamental etchings on 
finger-plates in brass and copper. They had also provided a room 
at the School of Art for repoussé work. Mr. Cook moved that the 
Chamber urge upon the committees of the Art and Technical 
Schools the importance of taking steps to further develop art and 
science as applied to local industries by means of practical classes 
in art metal work and metallurgy. The motion was carried. 

Macclesfield.—The representative committee of this Chamber, 
appointed at the last meeting of that body to draft 
replies to the Circular of the Board of Trade with reference to 
supplying English commercial men with information respect- 
ing foreign markets, &c., have met and completed the important 
task. The Secretary has duly forwarded them to the Board of 
Trade, and he has received a letter from Sir C. Boyle’s 
secretary thanking the Chamber for the fullness and promptitude 
with which the Board’s circular and questions had been replied to 

North Staffordshire. A meeting of this Chamber was heldat 
Hanley, on 2ist October last, Mr. S. W. Wheatley (president) in 
the chair—The Secretary read a communication from Mr, 
Chamberlain acknowledging the receipt of a resolution passed by 
the Chamber on the recent conference of the Colonial Secretary 
with the Colonial Premiers. The Parliamentary and Tariffs 
Committee presented a draft of proposed replies to questions 
submitted to the Chamber by the Commercial Intelligence Com- 
mittee of the Board of Trade. The Committee expressed the 
opinion that consular and colonial reports should state as clearly 
and concisely as possible the matters to ba borne in mind by 
manufacturers trading with any particular country. The Com- 
mittee considered that substantial advantage, justifying the 
expenditure of public money, would result from (a) the appoint- 
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ment of special commercial agents in the British colonies. and as 
is already the case to some extent in foreign countries; (b) the 
employment of special agents on special missions in connection, 
first with one industry and then with another; (c) the establish- 
ment of a commercial enquiry office, particularly if it came within 
the scope of such office to ascertain and collaborate statistics 
respecting conditions of labour and other matters affecting the 
cost of production in competing countries in respect of the various 
tiades. 

As to the establishment of a museum of samples with local 
museutns affiliated, the Committee suggested that samples should 
be selected with the view to showing British manufacturers in 
what way they were not in touch with any particular market in 
goods of everyday demand, and that such museums should be kept 
up-to-date. In reply to the question whether they could make 
further suggestions bearing on the subject of the enquiry, the 
Committee expressed the opinion that if a museum of samples was 
established, the samples, when distributed, should first be sent to 
the district most intimately concerned in their manufacture, as it 
was found in the case of the samples recently exhibited in Hanley, 
through the medium of the London Chamber of Commerce that the 
samples of earthenware when they reached the Potteries were hope- 
lessly broken aud mis-sorted, and were not in any case samples of 
staple goods. These replies were approved, 

Liverpool.—The monthly meeting of the Council of this 
Chamber was held on 27th October last, Mr. F. C. Dawson in the 
chair. 

The Blackburn Chamber of Commerce had suggested that an 
annua: conference of Lancashire Chambers of Commerce should 
be held in different towns of Lancashire tu consider subjects 
affecting the industries of Lancashire, and asked for the opinion 
of this Chamber on the proposal, The Manchester Chamber was 
consulted, aud it was resolved to approve of the holding of an 
experimental conference without binding the Chamber to an 
annual conference. 

Mr. Chamberlain had forwarded to the Chamber a letter from 
a correspondent in Vancouver, suggesting the desirability of a 
through steamship service between Vancouver, San Francisco, 
the West Coast of North and South America, and the United 
Kingdom. Copies of this letter were circulated amongst the 
shipping firms interested, and several valuable replies to the sug- 
gestion had been received and forwarded to Mr. Chamberlain, 
The latter had written thanking the Chamber for the information 
forwarded to 

Other subjects discussed were light dues; the train service 
between Liverpool and London; mails to the Continent; tele- 
graphic delays on the Continent ; the duty on rice imported into 
Canada ; and the extension of trustees investment powers, 

A meeting of the Committee of the African Trade Section of 
this Chamber was also held, Mr. Alfred L. Jones, Chairman, pre- 


siding, at which it was stated that samples of bobulo fibre had heen 
D 
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sent by the curator of the Botanic Station at Lagos, and had been 
submitted to various experts for report. The report had, on the 
whole, becn very favourable to the fibre, which was valued at 
prices ranging from 10/. to 12/. a ton, as it was thought it would 
spin into strong yarns for making coal-sacking and similar material. 
Better results could be hoped for if the plant, which is wild, 
were cultivated. The Committee resolved to forward copies of 
the correspondence to all the botanic stations on the coast. 

The African Trade Section of the Chamber held another meeting 
on 9th November last, when the new Customs’ Tariff and local taxes 
recently imposed at the French Ivory Coast were under discussion. 
A translation of the tariff has already appeared in the “Board of 
‘Trade Journal ” for last month. 

A letter was read from the Colonial Office handing additional 
copies of the report on the survey for a railway from a port on the 
Gold Goast to the vicinity of the gold mines at 'larquah. The 
estimate of cost of the line is about 240,000/., and it was there- 
fore agreed to write to Mr. Chamberlain saying that, as the com- 
mittee understand that a further report and estimates are in course 
of preparation, they desire to postpone the expression ef any 
opinion as to the desirability or otherwise of carrying out the 
scheme now laid before them until the further scheme and 
estimates are ready, but impressing upon him the necessity, in 
view of the economical construction of any line, of giving the 
contract to reliable contractors and for a fixed sum. 

Sheffield —The Council of this Chamber held a meeting on 8rd 
November last. Mr. H. P. Marsh (in the absence of the president) 
in the chair. A letter from the Foreign Office was read alluding 
to a recent Report from the Consul-Genera] at Meshed, and it 
appeared from the Report that Great Britain supvlies no haber- 
dashery or fancy goods to the province of Khorassan, its imports 
being confined to cutlery. Pen knives and other articles of similar 
manufacture are preferred by the Persians, though German articles 
find a ready sale. It was further stated that unfortunately the 
genuineness of a large proportion of articles sold in Persia bearing 
English names and marks isdoubtful, and foursamples were forwarded 
to be examined by the Sheffield Chamber. The secretary reported 
that the four samples purporting to be the gooijs of Messrs. Joseph 
Rodgers and Sons, Limited, had been submitted to this firm with 
the result that the samples were found to be the genuine produc- 
tions of the company. The secretary also reported that he had 
written to the Foreign Office, thanking them for the samples, and 
expressing the hore that further samples, the genuineness of which 
is doubted, would be sent home to be examined and reported upon. 
‘The Council confirmed the action of the secretary. 
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XXV.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Railway Accidents. Returns of Accidents and Casualties 
as reported to the Board of Trade by the several Railway 
Companies in the United Kingdom during the Six Months 
ending the 30th June, 1897, together with Reports of the 
Inspecting Officers of the Railway Department to the Board of 
Trade upon certain accidents which were inquired into 
(C. 8631). Price 6d. 


The present return shows that during the six months under 
review accidents to trains, rolling-stock, permanent-way, etc., 
caused the death of 22 persons, and injury to 224 persons, viz. :— 


Total for 6 months ending} Total for the corresponding 
80th June 1897. period in 1896. 
Killed. Injured. Killed. Injured. 
Passengers - - 14 1°59 2 54 
Servants of Companies 4 4 56 1 49 
Other Persons - 4 9 5 
Total - 22 224 3 108 


Of the 22 persons killed and 224 injured, 1 passenger was killed 
and 79 passengers and 10 servants wei injured in collisions 
between passsnger trains or parts of passenger trains; 11 
passengers and 9 servants were injured in collisions between 
passenger trains and goods or mineral trains, light engines, or other 
moving vehicles; 1 person was killed and 16 servants were 
injured in collisions between goods trains, light engines, or other 
moving vehicles ; 23 passenger were injured in collisions between 
trains and buffer-stops or vehicles at rest, caused by trains running 
into stations at too high a speed; 2 passengers were injured by 
collisions between traius and buffer-siops, etc., from causes other 
than the above ; 13 passengers and 1 servant were killed and 41 
passengers and 2 servants were injured by passenger trains or 
parts of passenger trains leaving the rails; 1 servant was killed 
and 6 servants were injured by goods trains or parts of goods 
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trains, light engines, etc., leaving the rails; 1 servant and 3 other 
persons were killed, and 2 servants and 9 other persons were 
injured by trains running through gates at level-crossings or into 
other obstacles; 1 servant was injured through the bursting of a 
steam pipe of an engine; 9 servants were iujured by accidents 
arising from the failure of rolling-stock (wheels, tyres, axles, etc.) ; 
1 servant was killed and 1 injured through the failure of a portion 
of the permanent way; and 3 passengers were injured by 
miscellaneous accidents to trains, etc. 

Altogether, including accidents in which no personal injury was 
sustained, there were reported during the three months, 16 colli- 
sions between passenger traius or parts of passenger trains; 16 
collisions between passenger trains and guods or mineral trains, 
light engines, &c.; 14 collisions between goods trains, parts. of 
goods trains, light engines, &c.; 10 collisions between trains and 
buffer-stops, &c. ; of which 8 were caused by trains running into 
stations or sidings at too high a speed, and 2 were due to other 
causes ; 19 cases of passenger trains or parts of passenger trains 
leaving the rails; 12 cases of goods, &c., trains or parts of goods 
trains leaving the rails; 46 cases of trains running through gates 
at level-crossings or into other obstructions: 5 cases of fires in 
trains ; and 2 cases coming under the heading of miscellaneous 
accidents to traius, 


2. Mercantile Marine Seamen Employed : Returns of the Number 
Ages, Ratings, and Nationalities of the Seamen employed on the 
25th day of March, 1896, on vessels registered under Part I. of the 
Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, in the British Islands ( C—8579 ) 
Price, 53d. 


This is a staten ent prepared by the Registrar-General of Shipping 
from documents in his possession showing the number, ages, 
ratings, and nationalities of seamen employed upon the 25th 
March, 1896, on sea-yeing vessels, except yachts, registered under 
Part I. of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, in the British 
Islands. It is stated that they do not show, and do not attempt 
to show, the total number of seamen who tcllow the sea service 
in connection with the sea-goine vessels so revistered, 

The ratings of the seamen in the coasting, home, foreign, and 
fishing trades, and the number and percentage of foreion seamen 
are given. The statement corresponds with tlat jJaid before the 
Committee appointed in 1894 to inquire into the manning of British 
merchant ships, which is now reprinted in a slightly modified form 
(crews of yachts excluded, and a column for rating “ Not stated” 
added) to jacilitate a comparison between the seamen ercployed on 
the 5th April, 1891, and those employed on the 25th Morch, 1896. 

The following figures show that the total number of seamen 
(excluding Lascars) employed on trading vessels on the 25th 
March, 1896, was 1,004 in excess of the number emp'oyed on the 
5th April, 1891. 
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Net 
er ber | Increase (+) 
Nationality of feaman. Onjempoved on} Increase. Decrease . or 
\pril 5, 1891, March 25,1€9€ | Decrease (--) 
On Sailing Vessels— | 
British - - - | 43,257 35,825 -- 7,432 -- 
Foreign. - -| 9,312 9,668 356 
| | —— 
Total - -| 52,569 | 45,493 356 | 7,432 | —7,076 
On Steam Vessels— | 
British - - 84,310 89,184 4,874 | 
Foreign- - 14,572 17,778 3,206 
Total - - 98,882 106,962 8,080 | — +8,080 
On Sailing and Steam 
Vessels - - 
British - - - | 127,567 125,009 | — | 2,558 — 
Foreign- - -| 23,884 | 27,446 | 3,562 ae 
Total - - 151,451 152,455 3,562 2,558 de 1,004 
Lascars - - - 21,322 27,911 6,589 | — +6,589 
Grand Total - | 172,773 | 180,366 | — | — +7,593 


Nore.—About 200 Seamen born at sea, or whose birthplace were not stated, 
are included in the above Table as British. 

The seamen of all ratings employed on the 25th March, 1896, 
on vessels registered only under Part L. of the Merchant Shipping 
Act, 1894 (Trading Vessels), were drawn from the different 
countries as follows: — 

England, including Wales, the Channel 


Islands, and the Isle of - - 80,977 
Scotland - - - - - 22,248 
Trelanad - - - 12,599 


Total, British Islands - - 115,824 


“ British,’ not otherwise defined - - 4,368 
Colonies - - - - 4,621 
Foreign Countries - - 27,446 
Born at Sea, or Birthplace not stated = - 196 
Lascars on Asiatic Agreement - - 27,911 

Total - - - - - 180,366 


Assuming that England, Scotland, and Ireland supply the total 
number of seamen in the same proportion as they supply the 
number employed on the 25th March, 1896, it would appear that 
in proportion to their population, England and Ireland supply 
seamen in about equal numbers, while Scotland supplies almost 
double the number. 
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5. Post Office Agreement for the Express delivery of parcels 
exchaged between the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland and Holland (C. 8672). Price 4d. 


4. Post Office Agreement for the Express delivery of Parcels 
exchanged between the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland and Belgium (C. 8673) Price 4d. 


5. Post Office Agreement for the express delivery of parcels 
exchanged between the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland and Switzerland (C. 8,671). Price }d. 


These Agreements relate to the express delivery of parcels ex- 
changed between the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
and Holland, Belgium and Switzerlan respectively. 

They provide that parcels sent by parcel post between Great 
Britain and Ireland and the BritishColonies and possessions which 
admit express delivery on the one hand, and Holland, Belgium, 
or Switzerland on the other hand, shall, at the request of the 
senders, be delivered by special messenger immediately after 
arrival at the office of delivery. 

On these parcels, which shall be styled ‘‘express parcels,” and 
shall be marked as such by the senders, an express delivery fee of 
5d., or 50 centimes, (in Holland, 25 cents.) shall be payable by the 
senders in addition to the postage. 

This fee shall be credited on the parcel bill to the post office of 
the country of destination. 


6. Commercial agreement between Great Britain and Bulgaria, 
Signed at Vienna, July 12-24, Treaty Series No. 8, 1897, C., 
8663), price 1}d. 


This is a Commercial Agreement bztween the United Kingdom 
of Greg: Britain and Ireland and Bulgaria. For detailed state- 
ment showing the import duties on the various goods specified, see 
pages 544-546ofthe present number of the Board of Trade Journal. 


7. Notes exchanged between Great Britain and Siam, extend- 
ing the operation in Niam of the Treaty of September 3rd, 1883. 
Treaty series, No. 9, 1897, (C. 8665) price $d. 


The notes here referred to, exchanged between the British 
Government and that of Siam, provide that the Provinces of 
Thon, Raheng, Sawankaloke, Sukotai, Utaradit, and Pichai, should 
be held by the British and Siamese Governments to fall within the 
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scope of the Treaty of Sevtember, 1883, in the same way as, in 
1885, the provinces of Nan and Phre were held to be under 
the provisions of that Treaty, by which, for one thing, it is pro- 
vided that a specially constituted Siamese Court shall, in the first 
instance, exercise civil and criminal jurisdiction, under express 
conditions as to Consular intervention, over British subjects con- 
cerned in civil or criminal cases. 


8. Tramway and Gas and Water Orders, Session 1897. 
Report by the Board of Trade of their Proceedings under the 
Tramways Act, 1870, and the Gas and Water Works Facilities 
Act, 1870, during the Session of 1897 (C. 8645). Priceld. 


The present return shows that the applications to the Board of 
Trade for Provisional Orders under the Tramways Act, 1870 
made in December, 1896, were nineteen in number. 

With regard to Gas and ‘Water Provisional Orders it is stated 
that eighteen applications for Provisional Orders under the Gas 
and Water Works Facilities Act, 1870, were made to the Board 
of Trade in December, 1896. LKight applications related to gas 
and ten to water undertakings. 

The amount of capital proposed to be authorised was 399,5001. 
by shares and 102,958/. by loan, of which 232,500. share and 
59,8751. loan capital related to gas undertakings, and 167,000/. 
shares anc 43,083/. loan capital to water undertakings. 


9. Correspondence respecting the Proposals on Currency made 
by the Special Envoys from the United States. Commercial 
No.8. (1897) (C. 8667) Price 24d. 


The present return gives the correspondence which has passed 
between the Foreign Office, the Treasury, and the India Office on 
the subject of the Proposals on Currency made by the Special 
Envoys from the United States. It also gives the reply of the 
Foreign Office addressed by the Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. Hay, 
the American Ambassador, and also to M. Geoffray, the French 
Minister, containing his Lordship’s conclusions on the points 
raised. 

The correspondence now printed opens on the 27th July, 1897, 
and is carried up to the 19th of October of the same year. 


10.—Report of the West India Royal Commission with Sub- 
sidiary Report by D. Morris, Esq., D.Sc., C.M.G., Assistant 
Director of the Royal Gardens, Kew (Appendiz A.) and 
Statistical Tables and Diagrams and a Map (Appendiz B.) 
(C.8655). Price, 2s. 8d. 


| 
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This is the Report of the Royal Commission appointed 
December 22nd, 1896, nominating General Sir Henry Wylie 
Norman, G.C.B., G.C.M.G., C.LE., Sir Edward Grey, Bart., M.P., 
and Sir David Barbour, K.C.S.I., to be Commissioners to inquire 
into the conditions and prospects of the sugar-growing West India 
Colonies, and appointing Sidney Olivier, Esq, B.A, to be 
Secretary. 


The Royal Commissioners in submitting their report, state 
that the conditions and prospects of Her Majesty’s West Indian 
possessions in which sugar is prod"ced vary very materially in the 
different Colonies, and it is ta erefore necessary that they 
should deal separately, and at ‘ome length, with each island and 
with British Guiana; but before doing so they remark on 
certain general questions which affect all the sugar-producing 
colonies, inasmuch as depression of greater or less intensity 
exists in all of them, and is duc to the operation of the same set 
of causes. 


The Commit‘ee, in concluding their Report, state that the best 
immediate remedy for the state of things shown to exist wou'd be 
the abandonment of the bounty system by continental nations. 
They are of opinion that this change would in all probability 
enable a large portion of the sugar-cane cultivation to be carried 
on successfully, and would certainly reduce the rate at which it 
will diminish. 

They state, however, that looking to what appears to be the policy 
of the United States of America, to the great cheapening of the 
cost of production of beet sugar, and the fact that many countries 
appear to have singled out the sugar industry as one which ought 
to be artificially stimulated in various ways, it is not cleir that, 
even if the bounties were abolished, another crisis. of a similar 
character might not arise in the West Indies at a future day. 


It is also stated that a remedy which was strongly supported 
by witnesses interested in the West Indian sugar estates was the 
imposition of countervailing duties on bounty fed sugar when 
imported into the United Kingdom; but the majority have been 
unable to support this course. The Chairman, Sir H. Norman, 
is of a different opinion, and in a separate Report states his 
views as follows :— 


“T differ from my colleagues is their objection to the impo- 
sition of countervailing duties on bounty-aided sugar brought into 
the United Kiogdom, and I would urge that duties should be 
levied on such sugar to an amount equal to the bounty that has 
been paid on it by any foreign Government.” 


The special remedies or measures of relief unanimously recom- 
mended by the Committee are— 


(1.) The settlement of the labouring } opulation on small plots 
of land as peasant proj r<tor-. 
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_ (2) The establishment of minor agricultural industries, and the 
improvement of the system of cultivation, especially in the case of 
small proprietors. 


' (3.) The improvement of the means of communication between 
the different islands. 


(4.) The encouragement of a trade in fruit with New York, and 
possibly, at a future time, with London. 


(5.) The grant of a loan from the Imperial Exchequer for the 
establishment of central factories in Barbados. 


The subject of emigration from the distressed tracts also requires 
the careful attention of the various Governments, thou gu the 
Committee state that they do not find themselves at the present 
time in a pusition to make recommendations in detail. 


11. Report of the West India Royal Commission. Appendix 
C., Vol. I., containing Part I., Minutes of Proceedings, Reports 
of Evidence and Copies of certain documents received in London 
C. 8656). Price 1s. 9d. , 


This volume contains the evidence taken in London by the West 
India Royai Commissioners between the 3lst December, 1896, 
and the 28th of May, 1897, together with copies of the documents 
laid before them, printed extenso. 


12. Report of the West India Royal Commission. Appendix 
C., Vol. containing Parts 1II., and V., Proceedings, 
Evidence and Documents relating to British Guiana, Barbados. 
Trinidad and Tobago. (C. 8657). Price 3s. 


This volume contains the evidence taken in British Guiana, 
Barba tos, Trinidid and Tobazo respectively, by the West India 
Royal Commissioners between the months of January aad Aor il, 
1897, together with copies of ducuments laid befcre them at those 


places and now printed in extenso. 


13. Companies (Winding-up) Sixth General Annual Report 
by the Board of Triéde under Section 29 of the Companies 
(Winding-up) Act, 1890. 339, Price 7d. 


_ This is the sixth annual report on the various matters adminis- 
trative, financial, and judicial within the Companies (Winding-up) 


| 
] 
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Act, 1890. The return includes a report and statistical tables 
prepared by the direction of the Inspector-General in companies 
liquidation, furnishing particulars of the amount and character of 
company insolvency, and the results of wind-up so far as ascer- 
tained during the year 1896, and a report by the solicitor to the 
Board of Trade on legal proceedings conducted by him under 
the Act. 


XXVI.—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


Pervu.—tThe Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a Despatch, dated 26th Septem- 
ber, from Her Majesty’s representative at Lima, reporting that 
steamers from Panama are now given clean bills of health, and are 
no longer subjected to quarantine in Equatorian and Peruvian 
ports. 

MattTa.—The Board of Trade have received, through the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, a copy of a telegram from the 
Governor of Malta intimating that the quarantine regulations in 
Government Notice of July 1, paragraph 4, are amended as 
follows :—Passengers from Bombay or Kurrachee shall be landed 
in one of the quarantine establishments for eight days’ observa- 
tion from the date of disinfection of clothing and articles likely to 
retain infection. 


XXVIL—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


CuristMAS & NEW YEAR SEASON 1897-98. 


In the following Tables are shown the latest dates on which letters, cards, 
— etc., can be forwarded from London so as in due course to reach their 
ination about Christmas or New Year’s Day, as the case may be :— 


FOR THE CONTINENT OF EUROPE. 


LETTERS, CARDS, BOOKS, etc. PARCELS, 


Not less than from one toseven Days| Not less than from three to ten Days 
before Christmas Day or New Year’s | before Christmas Day or New Year's 
Day, according to the Destination. Day, according to the Dastination. 
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FOR COUNTRIES BEYOND THE CONTINENT OF EUROPE. 


LEITBERS, &c. PARCELS. 
Dste of Despatch to | Date ot Despatch to 
Country of Destination. secure arrival about secure Phare g about 
Christmas New Year's Christmas |New Year's 
Day. ay. Lay. Day. 
Aden By ae » ..| 10 Dee. 17 Dee. 1 Dec. 8 Dee. 
Argentine Republic... as ..| 26 Nov. 10 Dec. 26 Nov. 26 Nev. 
Bahamas ..| 8 Dec. 15 Dec. +3 Dec. +3 Dec. 
Bermuda .. ..| _8 Dec. 8 Dec. 43 Dec. +3 Des. 
Beyrout .. ..| 17 Dec, 24 Dec. i Dec. 8 Dec. 
Borneo ..| 19 Nov. 26 Nov. 
Brazil ..{ 10 Dec. 10 Dec. 
British Columbia |. es .-| 8 Dec. 15 Dee. +1 Dec. +8 Dec. 
British Honduras .. a% of 4 Dec. 11 Dee. 20 Nov. 3 Dee. | 
Canada -.| 15 Dee. 22 Dec. +8 Dee. +15 Dec 
Canary Islands --| 18 Dec. £5 Dec. 
Cape (Ca) Town) « --| 4 Dec. 11 Dec. 4 Dec. 11 Dec. | 
Cape Verd Islan --| 4 Dec. 25 Vee. 26 Rov. 10 Dec. - 
Ceylon... 3Dec. | 10Dec. | 24Nov. 1 Dec. 
Chali 20 Nov. | 2UNov. | +17Nov. | 417 Nov. 
os Republic ot 1 Dec. 1 Dec. 17 Nov. 1 Dec. ] 
Congo 3 Dee. 3 Dec. 5 Dec. 5 Dee. 
can on .-| 11 Dec. 18 Dec. 
Cyprus ae oe ee --| 10 Dee. 17 Dec. 1 Dec. 8 Dec. 
pt a " tie ..| 17 Dec. 24 Dec. 1 Dee. 8 Dec. 
Falkland ..| 20 Nov. 20 Nov. 
Gambia Nov 14 Dec. $29 Nov. +13 Dec. 
Gold ..| £6 Nov. 3 ec, | +25 Nov. 42 Dec. 
Hong Kong . ae oe ..| 19 Nov. 26 Nov. = 17 Nov. 
Indie 3 Dec. 10 Dee. 24 Nov. 1 Dec. 
Japan --| 18 Nov. 19 Nov. | 417 Nov. | +17 Nov. 
Java es - ..| 26 Nov. 3 Dec. a 15 Nov 
Liberia 30 Nov. 20 Nov +29 Nov. 729 Nov. 
Madagascar 23 Nov 23 Nov 22 Nov. 22 Nov 
Madeira oo 18 Dec. 25 bec 38 Dec 25 Dec. 
Malta ee 20 Dec. £7 Dec 15 Dec 22 Dec. 
Mauritius 23 Nov. 23 Nov. 2 Nov 22 Nov 
Mexico a = 8 Dec 15 Dec +17 Nov +24 Nov 
Video" 4 Dec. 10 Dee. 26 Nov. 26 Nov. 
Natal -.| 27 Nov. 4 Dec. 20 Nov. 27 Nov. 
Newfoundland as bs ea 3 Dec. 17 Dec. +3 Dec. +17 Dec. 
New South Wales .. 19 Nov. -- -- 
New Zealand 27 Nov. 
Niger Coast Protectorate 19 Nov 3 Dec. | +18 Nov. +2 Dec. i 
Penang 26 Nov. 8 Dec. 17 Nov 17 Nov. ] 
Peru 17 Nov 17 Nov. 
ueensland . . 19 Nov. 
t. Helena . - o% -.| 27 Nov 27 Nov 27 Nov. 27 Nov.. 
Sierra Leone He es --| 10 Dec. 17 Dec. +9 Dec. 416 Dec. 
Singapore .. --| 26 Nov. 3 Dec. Nov. | 
Seychelles .. 3 Dec. 17 Nov. 17 Nov. 
South Australia oe ..| 19 Nov. 26 Nov. 
Tasmania .. 12 Nov. 19 Nov. 
Transvaal .. 4 Dec. 11 Dee. 20 Nov. 97 Nov. | 
United States : 1 
New York.. ..| 18 Dec. 25 Dec. 
San Francisco... ..| 11 Dec. 18 Dec. 
Venezuela .. ‘0 oe ¥ 1 Dec. 1 Dec. 23 Nov. 5 Dec. 
Victoria... oe ..| 19 Nov. 26 Nov. 
Western Australis .. oe ..| 19 Nov. 26 Nov. 
West Indies 1 Dec. 15 Dec. 1 Der. 15 Dee. 
Zanzibar . Dee. 3 Dec. 24 Nov. 24 Nov. 


cases no sufficiently reliable information can be given 


* In th 
t+ Despatched from Liverpool the following day. + Including Parcels for the China Fleet. 
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XXVIIJ.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I.—ForeIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KinGpom. 


SraTEMENT of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unirep Kinepom during the Month and Ten Months ended 
3lst October, 1897, compared with the corresponding periods of 
the year 1896. 

MONTH ENDED 31st OcTOBER. 


I. Imports ForEIGN COUNTRIES AND Britisa Posssssions. 


Month ended 
3lst October. 
Increase. | Decrease. 
| 1897. 1896. 
2 £ £ 
I, Animals, living (for food) -| 982,103 874,450 57,653 
I. (A. f food and drink, dut 
B) Articl f food and drink, duti- 
Tobacco, duitiable - - - 314,546 435,032 = 120,486 
Til. Metals - - | 1,853,430 | 1,708,883 144,567 
IV Chemicals, ectafis, and tanning 
substances 323,470 404,570 75,100 
V. Oils - - - - - -| 785,969 709,394 26,575 A 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures | 4,917,481 | 5,167,994 _ 650,513 
VIl. Raw materials f r sund industries 
aud manufactures 6,241,185 | 4548,091 | 693,094 
VIII. Manufactured articles - : - | 7,491,416 | 7,321,867 169,549 _ 
IX. (A-) Miscellaneous articles - - | 1,244,130 | 1,385,402 _ 141 272 
(B.) Parcel post - - - - 86,160 93,540 ~ 7,380 
Total Value - - - - | 38:943,763 | 39,574,890 —_ 631,127 
II. Exports oF BRITISH AND IrIsH PRropUCE AND MANUFACTURES. 
£ £ £ £ 
I. Animals, living - - - 118,202 97,575 20,627 — 

II. Articles of food and drink = - -| 1,297,111 | 1,245,619 51,492 
If. Raw materials - - - - | 1,711,866 | 1,546,948 164,918 — 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly ‘ 

manufactured, viz :— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - - | 1,279,313 8,139,223 — 859,910 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) - | 8,053,570 | 3,139,132 — 85,562 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - - | 1,173,467 | 1,638,508 - 465,041 
(D.) Apparel and auticles of personal 
use 835,166 897 803 -_ 62,637 
(E.) Chemica'sand chemical and medi- 
cinal pre pa ations 708,696 651,412 57,284 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured - 2,909,626 3,166,584 _— 256,958 
(G.) Parcel post - - - - 196,035 160,653 35,382 
Total value - - - - 19,283,052 | 20,683,457 _ 1,400,405 
III. Exports or ForrIGN AND CoLonraL PRODUCE. 
£ £ £ £ 
Total value - - | 4,€05,679 | 4,730,566 124,887 


Nov. 1897.] 


STATISTICAL TABLES. 


621 


I.—ForEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM.—cont. 


Ten MONTHS ENDED 31st OcTOBER. 


I. Imports FRoM FoREIGN COUNTRIES AND BRITISH POSSESSIONS. 


Ten Months ended 


Blst October. 
— Increase. | Decrease, 
1837. 1896 
£ £ £ 
I. Animals, living (for food) - -| 9,756,079 | 9,025,321 730,758 _ 
Il. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free - «= =| 122,898,306 | 117,350,449 | 5,547,863 
(B ) Articles of food and driok, dati- 
21,378,815 | 20,343,160 | 1,035,655 
Tobacco, dutiable - - - - | 3,309,093 | 3,589,882 = 280,789 
III. Metals - - - - | 17,795,499 | 17,061,430 733,979 ~ 
IV. Chemicals, d estufts, and tannin 
5,976,009}  — 757,066 
V. Oils - ° 6,320,059 6,753,161 433,102 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures | 54,176,397 | 54,592,972 _ 416,575 
VII. Raw materials for sundry indastries 
and manufactures - 44,217,187 | 39,805,272 4,411,915 
VIII. Manufactured articles - - - | 71,823,508 | 68,494,309 3,329,199 ~ 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - - |} 11,054,220 | 12,009,322 os 955,102 
(B.) Parcel post - - - : 838,716 849,127 ~ 10,411 
Total value - - - | 368,786,726 | 355,850,402 | 12,936,324 - 
II. Exports oF Brirish AND IrIsH PropucE AND MANUFACTURES. 
£ £ 
I. Animals, living - 934,521 761,079 173,442 
II. Articles of food and drink ~ - | 9,803,010 | 9,524,457 278,559 _ 
Il. Raw materials 16,773,369 | 14,782,979 | 1,990,390 
IV. Articles manufact-ired and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— - 
(A.) Yarnsand textile fatiics - £0,721,399 | 89,022,112 8,300,713 
(B.) Metals and articles manuf»ctured 
therefrom (except maciiinery) - | 28,472,747 | 28,039,056 433,691 oe 
(C.) Micbinery and millwork - 13,983,135 | 14,112,145 = 124,010 
(D.) Appareland articles of personal use 8,296,143 | 8,833,568 _ 537,425 
(E.) Chemicals and chemicaland meal 
cinal prepacations - 7,205,374 | {6,921,354 284,020 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufacoured - | 27,423,651 | 27,994,359 - 570,708 
(G.) Parcel post - ‘- - - 1,655,879 1,348,154 307,725 _ 
Total Value - > 195,274,228 | 201,339,257 _ 6,065,029 
ILI]. Exports oF ForEIGN AnD CoLoNIAL Propvuce. 
£ £ £ 2 
Total Value’ - - - - | 56,615,693 | 46,235,195 | 4,380,498 
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XXVIIJ.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I.—ForeicN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 
SraTEMENT of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unirep Kinepom during the Month and Ten Months ended 
31st October, 1897, compared with the corresponding periods of 
the year 1896. 
MonTH ENDED 31st OCTOBER. 
I. Imports FROM ForREIGN COUNTRIES AND BriTISH PossEssIONs. 


Month ended 
3lst October. 
Increase. | Decrease. 
| 1897. 1896. | 
£ £ £ £ 
I, Animals, living (for food) - - | 982,103 874,450 57,653 Se 
II. (A.) Articles of food and drink, dut: 
B) Articles of food and drink, duti- 
Tobacco, duitiable - - - 314,546 435,032 - 120,486 
Metals - - - - | 1,853,430 | 1,708,863 144,567 
IV and tanning 
- =| 323,470 | 404,570 75,100 
V. Oils - - - | 735,969 709,394 26,575 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures | 4,517,481 | 5,167,994 _ 650,513 
VIl. Raw materials f r sund industries 
aud manufactures mi 5,241,185 | 4 548,091 693,094 _ 
VIII. Manufactured articles - - - | 7,491,416 7,321,867 169,549 — 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - - | 1,244,130 | 1,385,402 _ 141 272 
(B.) Parcel post - - - - 86,160 93,540 -- 7,380 
i 
Total Value - - - - | 38.943,763 | 39,574,890 -- 631,127 


II. Exports oF BRITISH AND, IrISH PRopUCE AND MANUFACTURES. 


£ £ : £ £ 
I. Animals, living - - 118,202 97,575 20,627 
II. Articles of food and drink - -| 1,297,111 1,245,619 51,492 _ 
III. Raw materials - - - - | 1,711,866 1,546,948 164,918 _~ 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz :— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - - | 17,279,313 | 8,139,223 _- 859,910 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) - | 3,053,570 3,139,132 _ 85,562 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - - | 1,173,467 1,638,508 _- 465,041 
(D.) Apparel and siticles of personal 
| 835,166 897 803 62,637 
(E.) Chemica'sand chemical and medt- 
cinal pre pa ations - 708,696 651,412 57,284 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured - | 2,909,626 3,166,584 — 256,958 
(G.) Parcel post - - 196,085 160,653 35,382 
Total value - | 19,283,052 | 20,683,457 1,400,405 
III. Exports oF FOREIGN AND COLONIAL PRODUCE. 
£ £ £ £ 
Total value - 4,€03,679 | 4,730,566 124,887 


| 
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I.—ForEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM.—cont. 


TEN MONTHS ENDED 3lsT OCTOBER. 


I. Imports FroM FoREIGN COUNTRIES AND BRITISH POSSESSIONS. 


Ten Months ended 
Blst October. 
Increase. | Decrease. 
18937. 1896 
£ 2 
I. Animals, living (for food) - - 9,756,079 9,025,321 730,758 _— 
II. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free - - - | 122,898,306 | 117,350,443 | 5,547,863 
(B) Articles of food and driok, dati- 
able 21,378,815 | 20,343,160 | 1,085,655 
Tobacco, dutiable - - - - | 3,309,093 | 3,589,882 _ 789 
III. Metals - - - - - | 17,795,499 | 17,061,430 733,979 om 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning 
substances 5,218,937 5,976,003 - 757,066 
V. Oils - - - - - - | 6,820,059 | 6,753,161 - 433,108 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures | 54,176,397 | 54,592,972 - 416,575 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures - 44,217,187 | 39,805,272 4,411,915 -_ 
VIII. Manufactured articles - - - | 71,823,508 | 68,494,309 | 3,329,199 —_ 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - - | 11,054,220 | 12,009,322 — 955,102 
(B.) Parcel post - - 838,716 849,127 10,411 
Total value - - - | 868,786,726 | 355,850,402 | 12,936,324 _ 


II, Exports oF British AND PropucE AND MANUFACTURES. 


£ £ £ 
I. Animals, living - - - 934,521 761,079 173,442 

II. Articles of food and drink - - 9,803,010 9,524,451 278,559 _ 
Il. Raw materials 16,773,369 | 14,782,979} 1,990,390 
IV. Articles manufact-ired and _partly 

manufactured, viz. :— - 
(A.) Yarnsand textile fakiics - £0,721,399 | 89,022,112 - 8,300,713 
(B.) Metals and articles manuf»ctured 

therefrom (except macliinery) - | 28,472,747 | 28,039,056 433,691 ae 
(C.) Mictinery and millwork - 13,983,135 | 14,112,145 — 124,010 
(D.) Appareland articles of personal use 8,296,143 8,833,568 ae 537,425 
(E.) Chemicals and chemicaland medi 

cinal prepacations - - | 7,205,374 | {6,921,354 284,020 _ 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 

factured or partly manufacoured - | 27,423,651 | 27,994,359 - 570,708 
(G.) Parcel post - _ - - 1,655,879 1,348,154 307,725 _ 

Total Value - ; 195,274,228 | 201,339,257 _ 6,065,029 

III. Exports or ForEIGN AND CoLoNIAL 
£ | £ £ £ 
Total Value - - - - | 56,615,693 | 46,235.195 | 4,380,498 _ 
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II.—Corn PrIcks. 


(Nov. 


1897, 


ReEturRN of the QUANTITIES SOLD and AVERAGE PRICES OF BriTISH 
Corn, ImpEkIAL MEASURE, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the undermentioned periods. 


Periods. Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
Qra. bue.| Qre. bua.) Qre. bus. 
Week ended 2nd October, 1897 - | 81,542 0 | 127,008 0 15,106 4 
” Mh ” - | 67,731 7 177,655 2 14,205 0 
,, - | 53,902 6 | 201,158 1 14,860 
- | §8,219 5 | 208,603 6 14,303 1 
” 30.h ” ” % 60,573 5 208,062 6 10,347 6 
October, 1897 - - - | $21,999 7 | 917,487 7 6),322 3% 
Correspording month in 1896 - | 295,264 7 | 892,999 3 72,418 6 
“ 1895 - | 134,412 1 627,604 5 58,197 3 
Average prices. 
Week ended 2nd October, 1897 - 33 4 29 10 | 16 4 
” 9th ” ” - 32 1 28 9 16 O 
16th ,, - 81 10 28 3 16 $1 
” 23rd ” ” ° 82 2 27 5 16 2 
82 10 27 5 16 0 
October, 1897 . ° 32 5 28 4 i6 1 
September, 1897 - - 83 7 27 11 16 11 
August ” - 30 3 a7 
July, ” . - 27 9 18 0 18 8 
June, 27 3 21 8 18 O 
May ” - - 28 0 20 7 17 5 
April 27 38 | 16 4 
March ” “a wi 27 11 22 9 16 2 
February ;; - - 29 4 24 2 16 5 
danuary ” - 24 11 16 4 
December, 1896 . - 81 8 ae | 16 7 
November ,, 82 4 27 0 17 6 
October, 1896 - - 27 10 28 10 15 9 
» 24 6 25 5 13 5 
» 1894 ° 17 8 23 9 13 6 
» 1893 . - $7 7 29 4 18 0 


|_| 
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Return of the NumsBeErs, NATIONALITIES, and DESTINATIONS of the 
PASSENGERS that left the UNirep Kinepom for PLAces out of 
Europe during the Month ended 31st October, 1897, and the 
Ten Months ended 31st October, 1897, compared with the 
correspunding Periods of the previous Year. 


T | 

an fo 

. United |British N.| Austral- | of Good corre- | 
Nationalities. States. |America.| asia. |Hope and other Total. Sigal 

Natal. | Places. 

189 . | 

Month ended 31st Octob r. | 

English = -| 4,380 1,016 1,824 2,409 1,794 | 11,423 | 12,192 | 
Beoteh ‘ . 8.8 91 157 509 164 1,729 1,816 
Irish - 2,876 126 87 162 12 3,263 3,453 
Total of British 8,084 1,233 2,058 3,030 1,970 | 16,415 | 17,463 

origin - 4 
Nationalities 52 4 = 410 166 &12 
eistioguished - 

oe -| 13,211 1,671 2,127 3,884 2,831 | 23,754 | 25,580 ] 

} 

13,508 | 2000 | 1764 | 4,28 | 3,480 | 25580] — ] 

Month, 1896 - 

| 

Ten Months ended 31st October. } 

English : -| 38,693 | 13,159 8,930 | 14,275 8,716 | 83,778 | 91,454 i 

Bcoteh- -| 8,398 1,266 784 2,991 950 | 14,398 | 14,902 } 

5 

Irish . -| 31,324 786 476 967 167 | 33,720 | 40,502 H 

Total of British }/ 76,416 | 15,911 | 10,190 | 18,233 | 9,835 | 131,882 | 146,913 

i 

Foreigners - -| 41,493 6,187 288 6,709 1,378 | 56,055 | 68 892 " | 

Nationalities not 18 oss 2,640 476 3,295 y 

nd 

Total =- -| 120,673 | 21,451 | 10,496 | 24,942 | 13851 | 191,413 | 219,107 

corre- 

144,068 | 21,332 | 8,873 | 29,976 | 14,858 | 219,107 |  — 

Months, 1896. 


— bove figures, being made up at the earliest possible date after the close of each ; 
aa Socrection in the Anauel Returns. 


] 
4 
| 


624 STATISTICAL TABLES. (Nov. 1897, 
IV.—ALIEN IMMIGRATION—OCTOBER 1897. 


Return of the Number of ALIENS that arrived from the CONTINENT at PorTs f in the 
| Unirep Kinepom during the Month and Ten Months ended 31st October, 
1897, compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the ALIEN Lists received by the Customs under Act 
| 6 Will. 4,c. 11, sect. 2.) 


| Gothenburg 
Hamburg Rotterdam. ° Other 
Bremen, and | Amsterdam, Dieppe. Continental Total. 
| Bremerhaven, | and Antwerp. istiansand. Ports. 
1897. | 1896. 18S7. | 1896. | 1897. | 18°6. | 1897. | 1896. | xr. | 1896. | 1897. | 1896, 
Month ended 31st October, 
route to America or other 
out of the United 
ingdom :* 
Arrived atLendon -| 1,161; 184] 155{ — 345 | 212] 1,983] 1,718 
Grimsby - 84 127 4 “8 7 _ 13 19 174 
” Hull - - 33 73 26 59 84 48 _ _ 11l 172 254 
” Tyne Ports - 33 59 59 15 186 145 — - 194 483] 418 
” Leith- 48 14 37 6 7/ 53 17} 144] 18 
Newhaven -| -. | — 762 | 1779 — 162 
” Otter ports - 76 92 13 20 131 46 ~- = 316 257 416 
Total - -| 872 | 1,586; 351] 569} 407| 762} 779] 1,043 | 871 | $3,570 |33,9% 
Aliens en route to America 
or other p'aces out of the 
United Kingdom : 
Arrived at Grimsby -| 10| 164 49 89 | 1,200} 650; — 35 1,294] 897 
West - 72 2; 721 7 
” Hull - -| 100 36 2 4 558 514 oe _ 579 952 | 1,182 
»  Leith- + 13) — 1} - 71) 6) 
Other Ports-| — 44 2); — 25 1s} — 391} 418 | 348 
Total - 197| 327 53 44 | 1,783] 1182) — 739 | 985 | 2,822 | 2,588 
“Gintal of Aliens en route 
not 
to be en route to Amer- 
eee tether 90 1,069} 1,913 877 395 | 2,352 | 1,589 762 779 | 1,832 | 1,856 | 6,392 | 6,52 
the United King dom; *- ; 


ali not stated to be on Ten Months ended 31st October. 
route to America or other 
laces out of the United 
m: 

Total No. -| 13,078 | 14,618 | 4,112 | 4,337 | 5,471 | 5,281 | 7,604 | 6,754 |12,052 | 8,738 |+42,314 139,728 
~Aliens en route to America 
or other places out of the 
United gdom : 
Total No. 3,047 | 2,693 739 766 | 14,720 | 17,578 = — |10,919 | 16,493 |.29,425 | 37,530 


‘Total of Aliens enrouteand 
of Aliens not stated tobe 
on route to America or 16122) 17,311 | 4,851 | 5,013 | 20,191 | 22,859 | 7,604 | 6,754 | 22,971 | 25.231 | +71,739| t77,258 
other p'aces out of the 
Kingdom 


* The distinction made[in this Return between “' Aliens not stated to be en route to America, cr other places out 
of the United Kingdom,” and ‘‘Aliens en route to America, &c.,” is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens 
who arrive rom Continental ports are reported to be on the way to places out of the United “or and it 

considered desirable to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that the “ Aliens not stated to be en route 
. to America, &c.” come to this country for settlement, there being in fact a large emigration of foreigners from 
. this country, while many of the Aliens arriving from Continental ports return to the Continent. (See Annual 
‘Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 165, Sess. 1897, and Monthly Emigration Returns.) 

+ The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, —_ 
Goole. Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kircaldy, Leith, Liverpool, London, Middles- 
rough, Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West Hartlepool. 

* The fists received from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Sout pton show only deck passengers and 
persons who, after landing, proceed by train as third-class passengers. 

+t The number of sailors included with the Aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to 
places out of the United Kingdom in the month of October 1897 was 914 and 795 in the same month of 1896; in the 

ten months ended October 1897 the number was 9,103, and in the same months of 1896 the number was 8,818, 
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V.—BANKRUPTCY.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


NuMBER of RECEIVING ORDERS GAZETTED in the undermentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 


Prinvers «nd publishers 


Ten Months. 
October | ended October 
1897. 1896. | 1897. 1896. 
No. No. No No, 
Total gazetted - -| 875 873 8,410 | 3,482 
Number gazetted in principal trades and 
Occupations :— 
Grocers, &c. “ 28 25 251 245 
Farmers i = 19 215 204 
Publicans and hotel keepers, 20 27 196 255 
Builders e 15 13 178 187 
Butchers < 14 6 189 89 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and 
ealers - 12 8 112 80 
Bakere - - - 10 13 95 97 
Drapers, haberdashere, &e. 10 11 77 73 
Decorators, painters, yonkers, &. - 7 75 65. 
Tailors, &c. a 9 18 59 69° 
Agents, commission and general - 8 3 54 49° 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers - 9 4 50 55 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, &c. - - 6 9 48 60° 
Fishmongers, poulterers, - 10 5 41 40 
Tobacc: nists, &c. a 5 88 387 
Provision merchante, ke. 8 4 37 
Solicitors - = 2 5 35 40° 
Clerks, commercial and general 6 34 44. 
Carpenters and joiners - . 7 2 83 36 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, ond etraw 
merchants and dealers - ° 4 2 81 25 
General dealers - ~ : 1 5 29 24 
Forniture dealers and makers - - 2 4 29 37 
Travellers, commercial, &c. - - a 3 28 26 
Confectioners - 8 6 26 40 
Engineers and founders, &. - 3 1 26 20-- 
Jewellers, importers 
silversmithe, &c. . 8 6 25 41 
fronmongers’ - 6 3 25 £2 
Officers in Army - - 8 3 24 18 . 
C,rriers, carmen, lightermen, and 
hauliers - - 3 1 23 19 
Chemiste, druggists, ‘and chemical 
manufacturers 3 8 23 24 
Millinere, dressmakeérs, &c. = - 2 8 22 20 
Merchants - - - - 8 1 22 24 
Lodging-house keepers - : - 3 4 21 21 
Saddlers and harness makers - i 8 4 21 29 
Restaurant, coffee, and enting-home 
keepers 4 3 21 19°: 
Gardeners, floriste, &e. - 2 20 20 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers ° 1 6 20 26 
Clothier, outfitters, &c. 2 4 19 26" 
Contractors - - 2 18 15+ 
Stationers 1 2 17 
1 | 17 £0 


1897, 
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Ten months 
October | ended Oct. 
1897. | 189€, | 1897. 1856. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and | No No. No. 5.10. 
occupations—cont. : 
Dairymen, cowkeepere, &e. - 2 _ 17 16 
Curriers, tannere,and leather merchants 1 15 6 
Wine and spirit merchante, &c. - 1 2 15 20 
Hos:ers, glovere, &c.  - - 1 15 6 
Hairdressers = - 1 15 11 
* Carriage, &c., builders - - - 2 3 14 15 
Cattle and pig dealers - - - 3 2 14 16 
Schoolmasters and schonlmistresees = - 3 1 14 21 
Directors and prompvere of public 
companies - - - | 2 13 
Blecksmiths, farriere, ke. 2 13 20 
_ Millers - - -} 8 13 19 
Brokers, etock share - 12 15 
Clerks in holy orders - 11 13 
Timber merchants and wood dealers -| — Z 1l 11 
Fiehing net ard smack owners, ana | 
mast -re - -- 10 5 
Stone, marble, and monument mas na - 2 2 10 10 
China, glase, and earthenware, &e. | 
Architects and survevors - - a | - | 9 9 
Cab, coach, and omnibus proprietors - | 1 | 4 5 11 


VI. OF LivE ANIMALS FROM IneLAND TO 
GREAT 


RETURN of the NuMBER of ANIMALS exported from IRELAND to GREAT 
BritaIN during the Monh and Ten Months ended 31st Oct. 
1897, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1896. 


Ten Months 
an October ended Oct. 


1807. | 1896. | 1897. | 1896. 


No, No. No. No. 


Cattle ‘ - | 185,760 | 128,783 | 588,052! 551,608 
Sheep - - | $5,623 | 78,147 | 730,500| 692,949 
Swine - - | 82, 867 | 78,042| 519,313| 457,722 
Geate- 53| 8,758| 4,059 , 
Horres- 4,055 | $8,865) 34,326) 36,069 
Males or Jennets - - - - 5 3 34 26 
Asses - - £9 


26| 2,900) 2,448 
Total - 308,1°7 258,919 1,878,391 |1,744,876 
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VII.—FIsHERY STATISTICS.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 
StaTEMENT of the ToTaL Quantity and VaLveE of the Fisi returned 
’ landed on the KNGLIsH und WELsH Coasts from the tishing grounds 
‘during the Month and Ten Months ended 31st October, 1897, com- 
pared with the correspondiug Periods of the Year 1896. 
Tea Months ended 
October. | 
1897. 1896. 1897. 1896. 
i Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Brill - 1,425 1,733 15,342 16,382 
Soles - 7,114 6,095 65,731 69,772 
Turbot - - - - 6 509 7,413 7 64,054 
Prime ‘fish not separately distinguished- 3.718 2,560 30,865 32,093 | 
Total prime fish - 19,266 17,601 188,668 182,301 
Cod - - - : - 41,395 35,127 459.049 417,090 
Haddock - - | 935,439 240.244 065,539 | 2,091,310 
Hake - - - 16,334 11.994 181,120 151, 
Halibut - - 5,990 6.246 94, 110,963 
Herrings - - - | 515,703 320,447 1,055.094 
Ling - 9,299 8,474 £0,(06 90,458 
Mackerel = - - - - 54,413 36,822 £04,079 399, 
Pilehards - - - 42,491 13,693 105791 55,084 
Plaice - - 17,270 71.767 632,905 ||» 602,148 
not se) stin: she 
84,159 87,412 812,789 907,410 
Total , - | 1,103,9 8 851,138 || 6,198,711 | 6,031,011 
shell fish :— No, No. No. No. 
Crabs -| 108,975 70,759 || 3920,951 | 4,909,571 
Lobsters - - - 42,841 16,777 677,610 918.580 
Oysters - - | 4,381,000 | 3,411,000 || 26,619,009 | 21.696,000 
Cwts Cwts. Cwts. 
Other shell fish 55,666 47,490 405,533 447,336 
VALUE. 
£ £ £ 
Brill - - . 4,644 3,901 41,967 41,522 
Moles - 51,907 44,114 066,557 457.035 
Turbot - - - 24,468 25,435 210,59 234,567 
Prime fish not ceparately distingui-hed - 9,220 9,103 78,675 110 318 ; 
Total prime fish 90,239 82,553 197,458 843,442 
Haddock - - - 111,001 102,956 || 1,194,952 975,595 
Hake- - - - - 13,190 10,141 127,597 111,084 
Halibut : - - : 5 169,438 190, 
Herrings - 122,443 98,886 357,598 254,113 
Ving - - - 5,334 51,252 54,822 
Mackerel = 31, 24,205 341,119 
Pilchards - - 7,593 3,331 £0,763 13,176 
Plaice - 16,951 72,681 711,835 
Sprats 654 4,714 8,342 
h not se y stinguis' 
Totat : 555,054 498,587 4,582,505 | 4 277,289 
Shell fish :— | 
‘Lonsters 1,923 792 39,249 44,880 
Oysters - - - - | 16,509 10,946 82,108 65.234 
Other shell fish - -| 12,639 13,385 113,552 125.505 
Total 33,817 26,330 278,9.2 | 295,154 
Total value of fishlanded | -| 588,871 | 24,917 || 4,961,417 | 4,572,448 
Nore..—The above figures are subject. to correction in the Annual Returns. The values 
given are the actual values returned by the loeul office s ut each place. 
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| 
VITI.—Fisnery 
| STaTement of the ToraL Quantity and of the Fisn returnedas 
1] landed on the Scorcn Coasts during the Month and Ten Mon 8 
i} ended 31st October, 1897, compared with ths corresponding Periods 
H of the Year 1896. 
i 
1897, | 1896. || 1897. 1896. 
| QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cw's | Cwts Cwts. 
Soles (Lemon Soles) - - - £08 1,185 | 11,227 16,736 
Turbot - - - = . 412 4, 4, 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill - 1,746 7,276 58 72,708 
Haddock - - 72.037 76,746 103,55 799,831 
Halibut - - 430 28,5 32,076 
Herrings - - - 66.023 896, 
Lin - - - - 3,771 2,125 151,993 122 557 
Mackerel - - - - 106 4, 2 
Saith (Coal Fish) = - - 2,991 3,204 | 91,857 
{ Skate = 3,771 1,992 57, 54 329 
— 1,150 3,208. | 12.9 33,149 
n “3 5 3,661 | 
| Fish not tely di ished, 
shell fish 4,405 3.586 39,661 38,705 
Total ‘ 187,280 | 200,970 || 4,612,603 | 5,760 342 
Shell Fish ; No ‘a | 
| Crabs 203,510 173,080 3,208,695 3 073,323 
Lobsters - - 74,460 59 | 626 532 
Oysters - : 49,141 35750 || 249,917 184 962 
Cwts. Cwts. Cuts. Cwts 
} Other shell fish- - - 2 3,686 47,817 51,611 
VALUE 
| 
Soles (Lemon Soles) ‘ 137 665 
Turbos 1,022 1387 || 12,118 13,137 
| Cod 11,104 11,354 167,484 163,689 
Eel - - - 575 || 6,857 6, 
| Flounder, Plaice, Brill - 7,219 7,256 62,443 74,166 
Haddock - 42,722 || 342,945 324.787 
Halinut - - - 998 |, 97,275 36,037 
Herrings - 11,11 10,927 |, 694,846 660, 
Ling - 770 | 43,095 33,310 
Mackerel - - 56 | 2,537 2,436 
Saith (Coal Fish) 4 482 | 8 982 11,188 
Bkate 1,018 564 15 525 
Sparling - - - 532 || 1,557 1,041 
Bprats 3 177 918 201 2678 
k (Tusk) - 41 8 1,195 1,369 
Total ‘ 86,141 84,935 | 1,447,418 | 1,400,176 
Bhell Fish :-- | 
Crabs 1,076 828 17,011 14,674 
Lobsters - 3,153 2,318 27,683 £4,892 
rs - - - - 192 146 1,025 736 
198 333 1,690 1,902 
Mussels - ‘ 1,840 1,14 11891 12,291 
Other shell fish = - > 1,083 846 11,513 11,426 
Total - - 7,542 6.615 | 70,813 65.421 
Total value of fish landed = - 93,683 89,950 | 1,518,221 | 1,465,597 
Nore.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 
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IX.—FisHeEry STATISTICS.—IRELAND. 

Sratement of the Tora, Quantity aud Vauvue of the returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Ten 
Months ended 81st October, 1897, compared with the corre- | 
sponding Periuds of the Year 1896. 

| : Ten Months ended i 
| 
1897. | 1996. | 1897. | 1896 
Quantity. 

| 

Cwte. Cuts, || Cwts. Cuts. 

fole - - . 143 2,277 1655 

Turbot - - - - 158 73 | 1,373 

Total prime fis 380 216 || 3,650 | 2,466 
| 
Haddock - - z 2710 23,444 | 21,799 

Herrings - - - 73,955 28,565 161, | 132,609 

Mackercl- - - - 56,879 120,678 414,319 492,720 

. Whizing - 1,677 1,063 7,315 8,829 

Fish not separately distinguished, net 4,708 9,782 48,147 | 44,066 

shell fish - - : 
Total- - - -| 151,68 | 164434 | 730,972 | 771,710 

Shell fish :— No, No. No. 

Crabs - 17,134 2,493 205,875 | 258,623 

Lobsters - - - - - - 26,145 9,167 237,820 | 251,860 

Oysters - 51,850 89,675 366,650 492,900 

Cwts. Cwts. || Cwt. | Cwts. 

Other shell fish- - - 2,238 1,518 | 15,882 16,369 
VALUE. 

Soles 0s | 204 Lose 

ee 487 287 4,441 2,767 

Total prime fish i 1,091 702 10,645 8,628 

‘ 1,678 997 14,335 14,072 

Haddook - 1/217 1,735 12/774 

1,941 1,650 6, 8,853 

Herrings - - 13,739 5,705 35,452 26,566 

Mackerel- - 17,696 29,817 143,857 136,584 

Whiting 552 sal || 83,749 5,041 

—_ 1,803 || 22,864 | $9,048 
Total - - 40,694 36,191 || 256,177 241,477 
Shell fish :— | 
- © «© 36 u | 
Lobsters- - - - 849 306 7,218 7,263 
Oysters - - - - - - 149 90 649 #1 
Other shell fish- - - - - 249 2,989 2,885 
« 1,408 656 11,520 11,905 
Total value of fishlanded -| 48,097 96,847 | 267,697 253,382 
NotE.—The above figures bject to correction in th } al 
are the actual values local officers at 
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X.—Corttron 1897. 


RETURN of the NuMBER of BaLeEs of CoTToN IMPORTED andEXPoRTED, 
FoRWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns, and RETURNED to 
Ports during the Month and ‘en Months ended October, 1897, 
compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1896. 


(Nov. 1897 


Month of | Ten Months ended 
October i October 
— 
1897. 1896, 1897. 1896. 
Imports. 
No. No. vo. No. 
American 294,736 290,229 1,845,683 1,850,356 
Brazilian 375 11,923 69,624 41,463 
East Indian - 1,393 | 4,336 95,289 130,733 
Egyptian 98,796 | 36,258 259,886 249,976 
llaneous - . 6, | 4,853 46,495 45,726 
Total - -| 382,180 | 347,594 | 2,316,977 | 2,318,254 
Exports. 
American . : 14,994 21,712 240,167 155,462 
Brazilian - . 115 900 3,590 11,012 
East Indian - 2,298 7.772 49,778 60.004 
ptian = . 2 851 3,004 67,045 64 466 
ce 1,006 1,053 14,421 16,807 
Total - -| * 34,441 | 375,001 | 307,751 
FoRWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
American - - 223,378 | 240,391 2,090,054 2,121,746 
Brozilian - 4,756 5,435 A8,210 41,142 
East Indian - - 3,994 5,031 5K,456 47,400 
Egyptian - 20,087 | 21,268 || 218,510 214,546 
Miscellaneous - - 6,902 | 7,442 | 78,183 78,059 
| | — <_< 
Total - 259,117 «279,567 | 2,501,363 2,508,303 
| 
FoRWARDED from InLanp Towss to Ports. 
American - - 166 120 2,410 2,167 
Brazilian - - 7 
East Indian - - 4 
el - - 87 4 391 726 
Total . - 253 124 2,841 2,953 
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XI—PerriopicaL Returns of Imports AND EXPORTS. 


SratEMENT of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned Counrrigs in the latest Month for which Kerurns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note. — Franc = 9,8,d.; Milreis = 4s. 6d.; Lira = 9,5d.; 
Gulden = 1s. 8d. ; Drachma =9,%d.; Lew = 
_L, Egyptian = 10. 0s. 64d. ; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—Impoxrts. 


+ 


Value for the Month, oe o> 

Name of Country. | 

1897. 1896. (1897. 1896. 
Frence -| Sept. -| Fre. - 288,18°,000 261,180,000 2,858,920,000 
Portugal - -| May - Miheis- 2399000 17,651 000 
Itely- =| Sept. Lire - 94,281,090 | 90,837,000 063,282,000. 856,457,000 
Austri:-Hungary -| Sept. - | Gulden 63,791,000 62,650,000 543,486,000 | 519,038,000 
Greece = - -| Aug. - | Drebms. 8,434,000 | 10,367,000 60,411,000 72,190,000 
Balgaria -|Juce - Lew - 5,311,000 4,790,000 || 42,310C0 —32,140,000 
Egypt - -| Ang. - L. E. - 752,000 6,342,000 | 5,617,000 
United States | Sept. - Dollars 49,410,00 50,856,000, 88,749,000 | 522,088,000 
Mexico June 4,196,000 || 18,610,000 29,884,000 
British Indiat | Aug. | Rupees 49.98.26 | 5,58,00,882 25,51,92,610 29,89.24,405 

IJ.—Exporrts. 
France - -| Sept. - | Fre. - 305,190,000 | 296,691,000 |) 2,714,089,000 | 2,501,662,000 
Portugal - -| May - Milreis 2,435,0€0 2,304 000 11,500 000 11,196,000 
Italy- Sept. - Lire - 81,022.000| 77,667,000 || 780,109,000 | 734,505,000 


Austria-Hungary - | Sept. - Gulden 71,560,000 | 69,296,000 564,183,000 550,131,000 


Greega Aug. 18,822,000] 6,017,000 || 4886, 00) 47,813,000 
Bulgaria June - | Lew - 3,816,000} 5,432,000 38,879,000 44,931,000 
Egypt - Aug. - 468,000) 335,000|| _7,438 000 7,329,000 
United Btates | Sept. - | Dullars-104,691,000 | 85,237,000 | 746,389,000 | 666,062,000 
Mexico - -|June - 21,€81,000| 7,898,000 || 62,548,000 | 55,324. 000 
British India® | ‘Aug. - “Rupees 7,11,57,081 7.11, 49,002 | 37,30,05,925 | 42,02,87,685 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


Nore.—The figures are those of the “ special " imports and exports, exceptin the case of 
Bulgaria, the United States, Mexico, and British India, where the figures are “ general.’ 
“Special” means, in the case of imports, imoorts for home cousa.uption ; iu the case of exports, 
exports of domestie produce and manufacture only. 

* The aggregate figures are for te financial year commencing lst April. 


| 
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| XII.—Forricn Trade oF BritisH InpIA. 


Imports into Britiso Inp1a from Forerax Countries. 


1st April 


1] 3lst August, 
if, I Decrease. 
1896. 1897. 
R R R R 
L—Animals, living -| 293,253 | 1, 65,476 
II.—Articles of foo? and drink— 
Buger | 1,41,17,715 43,90613 
Other articles - - | 1,81,46,928 | 2,40,05,861 58,59,633 


III.—Metals and Manufactures of — 
Hardware and cutlery (in- 


clading plated-ware) -| 65,02,613 57,15,365 7,87,248 
Metals - = «=| 2,45,20,439 | 2,37,69,277 7,61,168 
Machinery and Millwork - | 1,63,C0,913 | 1,46,58,166 ee 16,42,747 


Railwa: nt and rolling- 
than 


ernment stores) - | 1,05,16,734 1,20,62,742 15,46 008 oe 
ng and 
78,05,618 72,25,465 19,845 
V.—Oils— 
Mineral - - 1,15,28,667 1,85,27,201 19,98,534 
Otherolis - 12,12,2% | 19,48615 | —_7,36,371 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured acticles - - | 1,54,84,776 98,97,563 55,87,213 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton yarn - | 1,59,03,820 1,37,66,£61 (21,37,259 
Cotton piece goods - | 11,44,42,353 | 7,79,25,209 on 3,65, 17,144 
Other articles - | 4,65,29,645 3,58,07,456 eon 1,07,22,189 


Tota’ of all Imports - | 29,89,24,405 | 25,51,92,670 ove 4,37,31,713 


Nov. 1897.] STATISTICAL TABLES. 633 
XII.—ForeiaN Trape of British Inp1a—continued. 
Exports of InpIAN PropucE and MaNnuracturE from BRITISH 
to ForEIGN CountrRIEs. 
Five Months, 1st Apr | to 
August. 
I Decrease. 
1896. 1897. 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living - - 6,46,£25 §,05,158 1,41,367 
IL.—Articles of food and drink— 
Ries - - | 4,58,15,161 3,38,74,188 1,19 40,973 
Wheat 97,04,788 28,22, 146 68,82,642 
Tea - - - | 2,70,94,710 2,83,86,843 12,92,133 ove 
Other articles - 205,44,238 | 1,41,60,364 68 ,83,878 
TII.—Metals and Manufactures of - 6,42,791 5,93,439 oa 49,352 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
tannicg materials— 
Opium- - - | 3,41,19,952 | 2,59,99,640 81,20,312 
Indigo -|  49,25,162 496,2,145 2,96,017 
Other articles- - 68,00,645 49,64,030 18,36,555 i 
V.—Oils -|  27,01,085 25,46,828 1,54,257 
VI.—Raw materials and “unmanu- 
factured articles— 
Cotton - | 6,08,49,014 | 5,44,12,658 64,36,356 
- | 1,28,07,314 | 1,21,58,371 6,48,943 
Oilseeds - - | 5,02,74,099 | 4,21,01,629 81,72,470 
Other articles - - | 3,45,37,266 | 4,17,47,379 72,10,113 oa 
VIl.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton - - 3,57,79,620 3,06,70,365 51,09,265 
Cotton piece goods - 60,39,019 50,10,2: ee 10,28,697 
Other articles - | 4,92,36,726 | 5,28,55,151 36,18,425 
Total of all Exports - | 40,25,18,125 | 35,74,37,716 $i 4,50,£0,409 
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XXIX.—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


AnnvaL SERIEs. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1897, have been issued from Her M j sty’s 
! Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following place-, and may be 0” sine 
_ from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E C. 


No. Place. | Price. No. Place. Price. 
"1902 | Tripoli - - - Id. 1957 | Soiil | 1d. 
1903 | Batoum - - - 2d. 1958 | Cadiz - : - bal 
1904 | Lorenzo Marques - | 2d. 1959 | Chinde - - - ee 
1905 | Batavia - - - | 1960 | Stockholm - 2d 
1906 | Corfa - - 14d 196L Zanzibac - - hd. 
1907 | Foochow - - | Idd. 1962 | Tokio - - 4d. 
1908 | Montevideo - ~- | 54d. 1963 | Asuncion- - . - 141. 
1909 | China - - 1964 | Baghdad- - 
1910 | Philedelphia - - 1963 Réunion - - - 
| 1911 | RioGrandedoSul - | 34d. 1966 | Chefoo - = - - S44. 
| 1912 | Quito - - - 1d. 1967 Newchwang - - Md. 
1913 | SanJozé - - - 1d. | Vabreez - - 47. 
1914-| Dunkirk - - > 4 i, 196) | St. Paul de Loanda- ld 
1915 | Samoa - - - ld. 1970 | Beyrout - - - li. 
1916 | Bordeaux- - -/| 24d. 1971 | Yokohama - 1}/. 
1917 | Porto Rico 144. 1972 | Wareaw - - - 4d. 
1918 | Galatz - - -/| 197% | Sofia - - - | 
1919 | Christiania - - $d. 1974 | Madrid - - -| wé 
1920 | Copenhagen | 3d. 1975 | Vienna - - - | 24. 
1921 | New York - - | Qhd. 1976 | Kizerouin- - lds 
1922 | San Francisco - - 1977 | Berlin - - - 
1923 | Kiakiang- - -/ ld. 197 Adis Abbaba - - ad 
1924 ar - - - | 4. 1979 | Tamsui - - - ld. 
1925 - gd. 1980 | Odessa - - 24d. 
r 1926 | Manoheim - Jd. 1981 | Brindisi - - - | 294. 
1927 | Fiume - - 144. 1982 | Macao - - ld, 
1928 | Oporto - 1d. 1983 | Pakhoi - - - 
1929 | Hangchow - “id. 1984 | Pekimg - - - ul. 
1930 | Boston - - 1985 | Mexico - - | 
19381 | Tahiti - 1d. 1986 | Canton -_ - id. 
1932 | Manila - - | 1987 | Naples - - 
1933 | Caracas - - - | id. 1988 | Port Said- - - 147. 
1934 | Hamburg- - 8d, 1989 Algiers - 
1935 | Portland - - - 8d. 1990 | Vienna - . . id 
1936 | M - 1991 | Valparaiso - - | Lad. 
1937 | Tokio - -  - 1992 | Gothenburg - - | 
1988 | Genoa - - -/| 3a. 1993 | St.Michuel’s (Azores) 1d. 
1989 | Palermo - - ~- 8d. 1994 | Antwerp- - - lid 
1940 | Santiagode Cuba - | 14d. 1995 | Tangier - o.- = 147. 
1941 | Noumea - - - 1d. 1996 | Swaziland - - hd, 
1942 | Fiankfort- - - | 34d.]] 1997 | Swatow - Md. 
1943 | Chungking - - 14d. 19938 | St. Pétereburg - | 44d. 
1944 | Ichang -~ - - 1d. 1999 | Dar-al-Baida - - 141. 
1945 | Hankow - - - 14d. 2000 | Dantzig - - « QU. 
1946 | Guatemala . - lid. 2001 | Algiers - - - 14d. 
1947 | Syra- - - -|1| Id 2002 | Rome -_ - - 2d. 
1948 | Taganrog - ~ - 2d 2003 | Bankok - - - 1d. 
1949 | Loanda -~ - -|@ 2004 | Nagasaki - - ld. 
1950 | Panama - - - | Qhd. 2005 | Hiogo ajnd Osaka - 14d. 
1951 | Shanghai - - - a 2006 eddah - ° - vd. 
1952°| Aleppo - - | 2007 | Parise - - ld. 
1953 | Ispuhan - - ~- 14d. |] 2008 | Meshed - - 
1954 | Tonga 1d. 2009 | Chiengmai - - 14d. 
1956 | Nicaragua - - id. 2011 | Vera Cruz - - 1d. 


1] 
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List or Drrtomatic anp Consutar Reports.—cont. 

The following Roports fron Hor Ropresensiti es on 
subjects of gereral antic» amore al hive also Oven issusl, sal be 
obtained from the avove-mentionet sources : — 

No. Price. 

412 Belgium.—Repo:t on the Metallurgical Industries of the 

Province of Liége during 1895 1d. 

413 Germany.—Raport on the Finances of the German 

Atrican Colonies for 1897-98 - - - 1d, 
414 Germany.—Report on molasses and peat fodder - - 1d, 
415 China.—Raport on the Revenue ond of the 
Chinese Empire - 3d. 
416 Russia.— Report on the Drink Question in Ruetia - $d. 
417 —Reprrt on the Economic and Financial 
n Laly - - - - 4d, 
418 Germany.—Report on the Operation of the Insurance 
for 1895 - - - 1d. 
419 Netivrlanis.— Report on the Serman Competition with 
B i ich Manufactures in the N-therlands - hd. 

420 Geriany.—Report on the Wine Trade of German. 

1895-96 - - - ld 

421 Mexico.—Rep-rt on the Tomplce branch of the Mexican 

Cc ntral Railway - - « 1d. 

422 Netherlands. Report on the Jadastry of 

Juiana - 54d, 
423 United States. of in the S ate of 
| California - la. 
424 Italy.—Report on the Straw Hat Industry of Tuscany 1d 
425 Hawaiian Islands.—Report on Coffee Culture in the 
Hawaiian Islands - - - 
426 United States—Report on the American Tin nye 
Industry, and the Welsh Template Te 
he Uni ed States - - l}d. 
427 Japan.— Report on the Railways of Japan - 54d, 
428 Egypt.—Report on Bridge Building Egyptian 
Roilways - 4d. 
429 France.—Report on tne Rennes Exhibition of 1897- —- 4d. 
430 Italy.—Report on the Sponge ant Industries 
Southern Italy 3d. 
431 Italy.—eport on the Cultivation of the Carob Tree - 4d, 
432 Germany.—Report on the Gaiman Colonies in Africa 
and the Southern Pacific - - 24d. 
433 Corea.—Refort on a Consular Journey hed Ping: Feng 
and Chenamm. 13d. 


636 LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE, ETC. REPORTS.  [Nov. 1897. 


XXX.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following Reports relating to Her Majesty's Colonial Possessions have 
been issued, and may he purchaeed fr from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East 
Street, Fieet Street, E.C. : 


Coluny. Colony. 


Bermuda - - 

Barba 

on Caicos Islands 
Malta - 

Gambia - 

Windward Islards - - 
Trinidad and ‘Setage 
Falkland Islands - 
Hong K 

Stra te Sett! ements - ~ 


Newfounsland 
British New Guinea 
Vi--toria- - 
Rodrigues - 
- 


P ji 
British Honduras 
Turks and Caicos 
Gibraltar 
Islands 


Baha 

Trinidad and Tobago 
Mata - 

Gambia- 

Straits “Settlements 
Grenada 

Bar 


incent - 


Gold - 
British Guiana 
Sierra Leone - 
Jamaica - 
British Honduras - 
British Bechuanala— 
Newfoundland - 
Gambia - - 


Falkland Islands 
Gold Coast 
Rasutoland 
Ceylen - 
Zululand 
Mauritius 
Labuan 
Honduras 


Bermuda - 
Leewa:d Islanis 
British New Guinea- 
Zululand - - 
Sierra Leone - 

Gibraltar 

Malta - - 

Barbados - 

Turks and Caicos Ielands 
Falkland Islands 

St. Helena - 

Bahamas - 

Hong Kong - 

Win lands 

Labua 

Trinidad and ‘Tobago 
Seychelles - 

Mauritius and Rodrigues 
British Menderes - 
Lagos - 
Basutoland - 
Cevion - 
British Guiana 
Gold Coast - 
Jamaica 
Canada 
Bermuda 
Bahamas 
Zululand 


Bnitish Becbuanalan 
British Guiana 
Newfoundland 
Jamaica 

Victoria 

Bermuda 

Gambia- 

Hong Kong 

St. Vincent 
Gibraltar 

Bahamas 

Turks an4 Caicos Islands 
Leeward Islands 


Bo. 
67 
68 
6 
70 
71 
72 
73 
4 
75 
76 
78 
79. 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
90 
92 
93 
4 
96 
97 
98 
9 

100 

101 

102 

103 

104 

105 

106 

107 

108 

109 

110 

i 
12 


Zululand 
British Honduras 
Trin:dad and Tobago- 
Fatk!and Islands 
Rodrigues - 
Mauritius 

Straits Settlements 
Labuan - 
Basutoland - 

St. Lucia - 

St. Helena - 


British New Guinea 
Turks & Caicos Islands 
Barbacos - 
Leeward Islands - 
Trinidad and ‘Tobego 
Gibraltar - 
Fiji (Tr- de) 
Straits Settlements. 
Straits Settlements 
Falkland Islands) - 
British Honduras - 
Sierra Leone - - 
- - 
ong Kong - - 
211 | St. Lucia - 


MIscELLANEOUS. 


British Bechuanaland 
British New Guinea - 


Lagos - - 
British Guiana 
samaica 

New found land 
Gold Coast’ - 
Zululand - 


4 


Subject. 


Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
Zululand - Forests. 

Sierra Leone- Geology and Botany. 
Canada - - Advantages to Emigrants. 
Bahamas~= - - Sisal Industry 

Hong Kong - | nie Plague 
Newfoundland - Mineral Res wurces 


a 
i 
| | Year. 
- -| 1891 140 | 
i - ” 141 | ” 
- 1892 142 | - 
| 1891 143 | 
| 144 | pa 
ds 1890 145 
| | ” 180 - - | ” 
| 151 | Seychelles - - 
” 152 | Basutoland - - - | 1894-95 
| | ” 154 St Helena - - -| ” a 
| HongKong - ” 156 | Mauritius - - - ‘a 
| St. Lucia - | Labuan - - 
159 | 1894 
| 1892 161 | - | 1894-95 ‘o 
” 164 | -| 1894 
” 166 | 1894 
Sierra Leone - | 167 4 
- 168 - | 1894-95 
| Rodrigues : | ” 169 | -| 1895 a 
St. Helena - 1893-93 } 
| 1892 173 
| 1893-93 174 | 
| 1892 175 | 
| » 279 | 
| 183 | - | 1894-95 
113 | Barbados - - | ” 184 | - 1895 
n7 | | 1885.96 
” 190 | - | 1895-96 
1893 193 | 18% 
123 1893-94 194 | 
194 1893 195 Gambia - 
126 Ceylon - ” - | 1895-96 
| Fiji - - - | 1896 
128 Grenada - ” - 
129 Sierra Leone - 1893-94 1895 
an 
= | Colony. | 
- & 
j 


4 
4 
Zz 


